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AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

The decision to form a national environmental education association has
been mgde. Suppgrt has come from formal and informal educators and associa-
tions in Australia as well as from overseas.

The Victorians have indicated a willingness to take on the major roles
in the interim executive and the South Australians to run the national con-
ference in 1980.  The selection of representatives will be made at the State
Liaison Officers' meeting in Canberra from November 26th-29th this year and
will cover both formal and informal education sectors. The role of the
interim executive will be to:

establish a regular newsletter, and maintain communication between states,
act as a voice and lobby for environmental education at the national

and international levels,
organise a biennial conference, draft a constitution, etc.

The proposed structure is as follows:
President State 1
Vice President 2
n " 3
Secretary 1
Treasurer 1
Editor 1
Delegates States 2 - 9*
(*includes Federal representation)

Comments on these proposals are welcomed by the SLOs (see Newsletter No.7) and
by the editor.

PROJECT PUBLICATIONS - The long-awaited publications for this Project are
moving closer to reality as manuscripts move to and
fro between editor and authors. CDC proposes to publish them in 1980 and 1981
under the titles:

Environmental Education - a Source Book for Primary Education
Planning for Environmental Education

Environmental Education in the Humanities

Environmental Education in the Arts and Crafts
Environmental Education in Mathematics and Science
Environmental Education using an Interdisciplinary Approach
Environmental Education for Administrators

Walmit Divided : a Planning Simulation

Streets ‘ .

Exploring Outdoors - Activities for Primary Children
Environmental Education in the Community

~— : National Project Director: John H. Smith ——wH

@E::;:z:':.:;. A CDC. funded project.
entre




ARBURY PARK QUTDOOR SCHOOL Brian Foreman

The Arbury Park OQutdoor School at Bridgewater in the
Adelaide Hills has been functioning as a field study centre
for 3% years. It is occupied by school groups approximately
50 weeks a year and over 25 weekends a year.

The Principal and three teachers, permanently appointed
to the site, work in a consultancy fashion helping each
teacher group to shape a program philosophy and framework
well in advance of the camp.” These program meetings are
held at the site and are mandatory; they add an inservice
dimension to the function of the Outdoor School.
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The School not only generates curriculum thrusts of
its own, but trials program options which are generated by
other teachers and special interest groups. A good deal of
work has been done with trail techniques and large-scale
environmental games. Many articles have emanated from the
staff for a variety of educational journals, e.g. PIVOT
Vol.5,No.2, ASTA Vol.24, No.1.

The Outdoor School has particularly piloted activities
involving students and teachers in role play. These games
have concerned environmental conflict studies, early settle-
ment in the community themes as well as tribal games involv-
ing ritual and altemative communication systems.

The School staff maintains a large range of material
on multi-copy available to the wide range of visiting
educators. This material is available to people who are
interested in writing to the School, and interstate visitors
are regularly hosted.

The School is a focal point in the environmental edu-
cation system in South Australia and attempts to help
teachers discover and trial more effective ways of using the
outdoors to meet the educational needs of their students.

Interested persons could contact the Principal, Brian
Foreman, Arbury Park Outdoor School, Arbury Park Road,
Bridgewater, S.A. 5155, or telephone (08) 339 3987.

IMAGINATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT Tony Strutton

I have been asked to write about the program I am ex-
ploring with teachers and students at Arbury Park Outdoor
School.

I came to this work from a drama-theatre-in-education
background, convinced that certain elements of "theatre" -
exploring colour, surprise, mystery, imagination, play and
make-believe - are powerful motivating forces in learning.

The other ingredient at Arbury Park is the natural en-
vironment, real and living, with its variety of alcoves and
natural shapes, sounds, colours and "feel-smell" stimuli.

And so the theatre techniques long associated with con-
ventional indoor proscenium play performance combine with a
variety of outdoor learning environments to creat different
student programs and teaching approaches which span many sub-
ject areas at primary school level.

1. Trails - These are joumeys in which students discover
a variety of predetermined inputs on the way. Elements of
mystery and surprise are essential ingredients in the exam-
ples below:
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Viﬂage Bush Community - A story reveals a Goverorw
recruits his settTers on an expedition to a site wher
we build a pioneering village. The element of cerem
and simple enactment - scrolls, colour, flags, saluts
and songs - are an integral part of this exercise.

A Comment

Much environmental education has traditionally invwle
field studies in geography, science of physical education.

But social sciences and the arts are gaining incres"
recognition as areas of the curriculum which can be undert®
outdoors. These less familiar areas do present new persc
tives when learning in, about and through the natural en®
ment. They also suggest that feelings can and should_ﬂ“
legitimately with thoughts to make the leaming experien®
really meaningful.
to find@

A11 the above activities encourage students §
feelin®

empathy with the natural environment by sharing
well as thoughts in a variety of subject areas.
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Ed.Note: "Imagination and Environment", a 17 min. €0

video demonstrating these techniques,
produced by Tony Strutton for this Pro
should be available early in the new year:
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gt NATURAL HISTORY FAIR
//———_—_———

Megan Lewis

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

gach year the Science Department of Adelaide C.A.E.
' onducts an Urban Natural History Fair for primary children
wd teachers: 3 days of activities with a natural history
g‘eme. all taking place at metropolitan localities.

. .
The Fair aims to: >

(a) provide certain students
from inservice and pre-
service sciencé courses
with the experience of
planning, running and
evaluating natural his-
tory activities,
most of them outdoors;

(b) make teachers more aware
of the diverse range of
resources available to
them for teaching natur-

' al history-related

topics, and to stimulate

new ideas on using the

"old familiar" resources.

| (c) provide ithe children involved with the experience of
| participating in field natural history activities in
local surroundings.

[
% The Fair activities are conducted by Science Depart-

| eent staff and a group of inservice and preservice students.
Because of the great popularity of the Fair it has been
necessary to limit the number of schools to which it can be
offered in one year and also the number of activities in
which a class can participate. This year the Fair is for
Junior Primary classes only. ’

Some of the areas of activity are:

Astronomy - observations of prominent stars and constella-
tions, including use of a telescope;

Beach Studies - at a metropolitan beach; classification of
rift objects and study of the beach profile;

Freshwater Studies - in the River Torrens at the Underdale

4 Campus; collection, observation and naming of organ-
isms in samples collected with simple home-made equip-
ment;

:gn Mangrove Explorations - at Garden Island, Port Adelaide;
discovery of the environment and the diversity of life
in it;

M- |
Museum - Australian birds and mammals and their adaptations;
Native Plants - at the Botanic Gardens; plant trails;

Trees - at Botanic Park; "tree-hugging" and tree descrip-
tion;

Urban Birds - in the parklands; recognition of common urban
irds and observation of their behaviour; bird netting
and banding;

Weed Studies - at Underdale Campus; recognition of common
weeds and study of their distribution.

Where possible booklets of suggestions for preparatory

and follow-up activities are provided for classes attending
the Fair,

We believe that studies in Urban Natural History are:

an invaluable introduction to similar studies at
field studies sites further afield

an introduction to the concepts involved in conser-
vation

of ever-increasing importance with the steep rise
n transport costs which will ultimately 1imit the
distance groups of children will be able to travel

an jdeal preparation for a constructive use of
Teisure time.

"I must admit that environmental education to the
Jjunior primary school of thirty years ago consisted of
"Object Lessons" and the study of 1 bird, 1 insect, 1 flower
each month. In the metropolitan area, we didn't hesitate to
borrow a stuffed creature, if we couldn't produce a live one;
we gathered a good deal of information and we illustrated
with some elegant charts. I believe that we did get some
messages across about the world being full of all kinds of
interesting things that were worth looking after.

"I therefore found it depressing to hear comparative-
1y younger children on a recent television program giving
Australia an extremely poor rating as a place fit to live in.
The recurring word was "pollution", as though we adults had
reiterated the message so often that we had made a complete
mess of their world that they believed it was past redemp-
tion. Perhaps we $hould be emphasising more often what is
beautiful and wonderful, and discussing positive steps to be
taken to ensure an environment that will guarantee its con-

tinuation." D.Dove (Q1d)

"In the April edition of your Newsletter, I read the
little note about the possibility of your Newsletter being
discontinued in December. I therefore felt I should write
and express my deep appreciation for the work you and your
colleagues have done producing one of the most exciting and
interesting Environmental Newsletters that we receive here
at the School of Conservation (New Jersey). I should add
that there are over sixty different newsletters that come to
the School of Conservation each month and of all those,
yours is the one I most eagerly await. The writers you
select and the timeliness of the articles I find very excit-
ing. In every edition there are at least three or four ex-
tremely valuable ideas which I share with the graduate
students and teachers with whom I work here at our School."

J.Kirk (USA.)

THE NEWSPAPER - A forum for increasing awareness?

Does your local daily run a regular environmental education
section?

In N.S.W "The Observer" runs a weekly Environmental Corner
written by a teacher. The "Sydney Morning Herald" runs a
weekly "Getaway Extra" which covers outdoor living and
activities with some element of environmental education.

If you know of any other such examples, please send a copy.
Details of regularity, types of issues covered, name of

paper, etc. would be zippreciated.
* K LR kR E & R K



FIELD STUDY CENTRES IN QUEENSLAND

AND NEW SOUTH WALES

Jim Wilson

(Impressions by a Victorian)

. ¥

QUEENSLAND A ~y

The development of Field Study Centres commenced in
Queensland in 1974 and by 1979 there were 13, with at least
one in each Education Department region. All are staffed,
mostly with two teachers (generally one male, one female).
This arrangement facilitates smaller teaching groups, proper
supervision during overnight visits, differing areas of
expertise and overall a better quality educational experi-
ence for the children involved.

Once started, each centre has demonstrated considerable
success in stimulating interest in, and study of, the local
environment. Also they have attracted considerable inter-
est from the press - both local and state-wide.

A1l Centres are financed and administered by the cen-
trally based Agricultural Project Club Branch. New staff
are given a comprehensive five week induction program which
includes the philosophy of environmental education and the
role and function of F.S.Cs through to teaching strategies
and management functions. A policy document governing the
management and development of all F.S.Cs has also been
written.

Sites selected are generally closed-school sites, be-
queathed private land or redundant government facilities,
e.g. old forestry camps. The policy has been to get each
basic facility operating and then progressively upgrade it.
Sites have also been selected to cover a diversity of differ-
ent environments.

In general school visits are of 1-2 days duration;
however visits during the various seasons are encouraged.
Some Centres feature day visits only and draw in schools up
to 100 km away. Parents are encouraged to bring the children
and participate in the day's activities. Centre staff visit
schools as often as possible to consult with the Principal
and staff as to how the Centre can help improve the curricu-
Tum of the school. One Centre, Fortitude Valley F.S.C. is
particularly interesting in that there is no Centre, or build-
ing as such. Instead the staff spend their time guiding
students, many from rural areas, around the inner city areas
of Brisbane. This service gives all children an increased
understanding and insight to the complexity and apparent con-
fusion of a major city.

Centres are not only used for school visits but serve
as sites for inservice education activities as well. _Fre—'
quently Centre staff become involved in research studies with

members of the local community or other interested organisa-
tions.

In general the emphasis is not on the development of
large amounts of equipment, but rather on written materials,
e.g. field guides or activity sheets, suited to the needs of
individual schools. Students are encouraged to gather data
for later study. In all cases teachers from the visiting
school are expected to take an active role in the day's pro-
gram,

NEW SOUTH WALES

There are many close similarities evident in the 10 Cen-
tres in this state to those in Queensland in terms of selec-
tion of diversity fo sites, staffing, methods of operation
and teaching strategies. Here the Centres are administered
by the regions, but receive professional direction from the
Central Curriculum Branch. Other support services within
the Education Department also provide materials for use at
the Centres.

School visit are often on a daily basis; however some )
Centres are fully residential. Dormitory style accommodation

contrasts with the Queensland Situa
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCAT ION

Frank Haddon
(N.S.W.)

It seems that the time is
fast approaching when environ-
mental education is as comfort-
able as an old shoe. We will
soon have various diplomas of
environmental education/science/
studies for graduate and non-
g;aduate teachers. Schools
throughout the state are developing environmen
in students. It is now a rare teagher in N.S.E?]w;:azzii
heard of the work of the Gould League and the Va]ueofemm
vironmental education in programming. Is environments]
education as comfortably established as it appears, or is it

stil] a new shoe which fits occasionally but stil] contings
to pinch the wearer?

To carry that metaphor further, perhaps it is very nec:
éry that environmental education stil] raises blisters on e
hge]s.. It would be most unfortunate if those involved in
dissemination of the purposes and values of environmental
edycation should become complacent because of the apparent
universal knowledge and understanding of the place of em’
mental awareness in schools. Within a coterie of beliewer
and followers, it is well recognised and appreciated; thert
are even a great number of "fringe dwellers" who have heirl
about it, know something about it, but are not terribly s
that it applies to them personally.

For those of us whose day by day work is submerged in t¢
breaking wave of awareness of a need for teaching about the
environment, it is vital that we surface for awhile and s&
what the other swimmers are doing in the ocean of educatioh

It can NOT be reiterated too frequently that enﬂrmmmg
education is not a new subject or part of a subject, or?d 5
that will disappear at the next curriculum rewrite. I;l;“
approach to all education which relies upon a change 0 o
tude, slight in some instances, toward the reasons for &
tion.  Each part of the community sees varyiqg'?asfiﬂmm
inschool education. The industrialist sees it as ?trww-
ground for apprentices, the academic sees it as an I %%
tion to university education, the blue-collar Wofkerath
as a necessary evil for ex-students to obtain_aJObhbmwm
white-collar worker sees it as a possible basis for
a better place in 1life. A

ing ¢
The educator sees it, variously, as a means Ofpasime
. . . : syl 1s who ca pof
inations, as a means of developing individuals W e, as M
tion competently in the society in which they l1ve
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ich develops a self-determining but socially
the meth%w:"dual, or a combination of all of the above.
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. ntal educator sees it as a means of
The env‘gggTsidual who is environmentally aware, or
seloping aone who begins to understand that "quality of
iterate > upon a society with a comprehension of the
ife" g;ﬂi of natural resources.
nagé
» Je do not 1ive on bread al'one; they live,
peop indirectly, upon the soil which grew the wheat,
which gave the soil, the air and water which sus-
2 and the sun as the source of energy. People are
ent upon nature, but nature is not dependent
wtalY 5571t can_adapt itself to change - there will
up%aggoge loss of life and species but nature will prevail.
pe
The history of Australia has been a saga of people
" The environment was the beast which had to be
" The pioneer spirit was based on survival or
loitation, OF both, and this spirit still survives in
exp °m pustralia today. Survival meant development, develop-
stemeant growth, growth meant material progress, progress
"entt an increasing use of natural resources. The acceler-
ik treadmill of resource usage is still touted as the sal-
atit?gn of the nation, but a glimmer of understanding of the
‘a’?tematives to exploitation is beginning to appear.

Non-political ecor_lomists are speaking of a "statg]e"
economy s meaning one which does not require a yearly increase
in gross national product, and 9ne_wh1ch may even see a slight
decrease in overall material gain in the public sector. For
the public in general to accept a Qecre'ase 1n_sa]ary, however
slight, or even a Tong-term stabilisation of income, a mammoth
re-education and reorientation program is required.

politicians appear to be made or lost on the possibili-
ties of improving the economic situation.  Perhaps their
instability of position and insecurity of tenure is based on
the false premises that it is possible to fool all of the
people all of the time. Perhaps the very instability of
office may cause leaders of government to consider plans which
extend for periods of greater than three years, even extending
to a period as great as one generation. Unfor:tunate]y, the
Jong-term planning politician seems to be far in the future.

Environmental education has a responsibility to present
the alternatives to an existing social system. It should be
possible to present optimistic alternatives which show a

slight evolution from present society rather than a massive

| revolution, with all its destruction and slow rebuilding.

Environmental education requires a commitment to a philosophy,
and a gradual modification of personal Tlife style.

Above all, it requires an understanding that society is
mre important than the individual, and that the retention of
any life style resembling the present, requires management
of ngtura] resources to a degree not before attempted in this
country.

Ed.Note - How far have we moved since this was written in

October 19787
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STATE NEWS

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

sula Lhe Area St_:hoo] in Cleve, a small townoon Eyre Pem:n-
" E as established a Nocturnal House in conjunction with
L nauna Park run by the local minister, Dr. Ivan Wittwer.
he thtUmal mammals can be observed during the daytime in
ents uUSe and a further 17 in the park. Years 8 and 11 stud-
ies anzethe resources as part of their environmental stud-
coot 13 ‘0]09)' courses, and occasionally a koala or a bandi-
for th;ves-m at the laboratory back at school. A highlight
Wombat Year 8 students is a "Mt. Wedge Trip" to spotlight
S which are caught, examined and released. Other

S
utgﬂs on the peninsula also visit the Fauna Park and Noc-
al House.

) Dr. Wittwer has bred all species of mammals he keeps
in captivity, including wombats. He has contributed to a
growing awareness amongst the children and the farming com-
munity of the need to conserve native mammals and their
habitat. This ethic received a boost recently when Harry
Butler worked with local secondary teachers from many disci-
plines to help them develop materials on conservation. He
also spoke with school children and the community.

Doug. Greig

: Graduate Diploma in Teaching: Environmental Education
In 1980 Sturt C.A.E. will offer a course emphasizing skills
for classrooms and field work and designed to complement
existing backgrounds of primary and secondary teachers. It
can be taken over 2 years part-time or 1 term full-time plus
some part-time work. For a course outline and further "~
details contact Brian Caton, Sturt C.A.E., Sturt Road,
Bedford Park, S.A. 5042.

VICTORIA

Albury/Wodonga Primary and Secondary svchools recently
invited the Project Director to visit and suggest ideas for
the development of their grounds. He gleaned many new ideas
but found that government architects are developing grounds
(in conjunction with new buildings) without reference to
the children, teachers and local community.

George Warren from Burwood State College, Melbourne,
has arranged for I.C.I. to print and send free to all
Primary schools in Australia a series of booklets beginning
with "Keeping Animals in Schools", and “Yabbies". Copies
at 50c each are obtainable from I.C.I. Australia Ltd.

1 Nicholson Street, Melbourne. Vic. 3000.

Jim Wilson from the School Forestry Branch has pro-
duced a set of 16 cards called "The Pine Forest Trail". It
is aimed at Upper Primarv/Lower Secondary students and is
applicable in almost any pine forest. Enquiries to 234
Queensberry Street, Carlton, Vic. 3053.

Late in 1977 the Victorian Government bought an 87.5 ha
property next to its Somers School Camp to preserve a lagoon
with an ibis colony. The Committee of Management propose
to "develop” it for conservation and education of the public
as well as the students visiting Somers.

NEW SOUTH WALES

A
H The Fourth Annual Conference on environmental educa-
tion was held in September at Goulburn C.A.E.  As with the
previous conferences it involved teachers, officers of vari-
ous Government departments, representatives of citizen
groups and members of the public. Some 27 resolutions were
passed, ranging from calling for the N.S.W. Government to
establish a State Environmental Education Council to encour-
aging the Education Department to develop more Field Studies
Centres and the local community to preserve the heritage of
the Goulburn district. The following report was compiled
by Kevin McDonald, Newcastle C.A.E.

"Environmental Education and the Past Around Us"

John Tozer from the C.A.E. convened the conference with the
help of the N.S.W. National Parks & Wildlife Service.

Emphasis was placed on visiting areas of historic inter-
est, bearing in mind the relevance of the past man-environment
interaction to both the present and the future.

An excellent booklet was produced by the N.P.W.S. con-
taining articles and resource material relevant to local stud-
jes in the Goulburn district.

The opening address was delivered by Mr.E.Coffey, Direc-
tor of the N.S.W. Pollution Control Commission, on behalf of
the Minister for Planning and Environment, Mr. Paul Landa.




Mr. Allan Fox, Chief Education Officer of the Australian
N.P.W.S. then gave a most thought-provoking address, illus-
trated by colour slides on the topic "Environmental Education
and the Australian Aborigine". The land ethic of the Austra-
lian aborigine, the impact of European man on the landscape
and the challenge of establishing Kakadu National Park in the
Northern Territory were the main themes of this talk.

The father-figure of conservation education in N.S.W.,
Mr. Allen Strom, gave a challenging talk on "Environmental
Education in the Year 2000", and to round off the first day's
activities, Mr. Kevin Laws presented his ideas for a check-

list for field studies, with the next day's visit to Bungonia
in mind.

The second day began with a visit to the spectacular
“Lookdown" (within the Bungonia State Recreation Area), and
the view across to the giant scar on the landscape resulting
from Timestone quarrying. Representatives from the mining
company attended our excursion and also the discussion
sessions of the conference and there was useful and positive
exchange of view-points and information as a result.

A very pleasant evening was spent at the home of Anne
Williams at Bungonia, who did not seem at all disturbed by the
intrusion of over 30 people into her delightful old house.

The party camped the night in the well-preserved stone build-

ing of the former Bungonia Public School, now a Field Camping
Centre.

The third day was spent in a tour of areas of historic
interest around Bungonia, the old slab hut "Caame" (built in
the 1820s), Marulan, and the convict built Towrang Bridge of
the old Great South Road. Discussions followed back at the

College and in the evening a selection of though-provoking
films was screened.

The fourth and final day of the Conference saw the hold-
ing of the Plenary Session where Resolutions arising from
conference discussions were pu}t_ forward for adoption.

AN * Kok

Preparation for Environmental Education
Teacher Education students at Kuring-gai C.A.E. and

evening students in the Associate Diploma of Recreation are
developing a new awareness and a greater understanding of
their environment through involvement in a one-semester course,
National Park Field Study. The students are out in Ku-ring-
gai Chase National Park each week, walking the trails, talking
to Rangers, looking at relics of Aboriginal history, studying
survey methods along with the Ranger Naturalist, discussing
environmental education with the teacher-in-charge at Muoga-
murra Field Studies Centre, and learning, with each new experi-
ence, how to integrate geology, biology, history, mathematics,
creative writing, and art and crafts. An individual field re-
search project is also a requirement of the course. The
basics of environmental education such as skills in observa-
tion and accurate recording, and an awareness of environmental
problems (fires, feral animals and vandalism in the Park) are
being met by this course, one of a sequence of three in Austra-
Tian Natural History. Semester 1 covers the study of six
natural ecosystems such as the mangrove swamp and a freshwater
creek, etc. (actually a basic ecoloby courseg. Semester 2
covers the study of Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park, and Sem-
ester 3 attempts a study of various regions in Australia -

the Great Barrier Reef, arid Asutralia, rainforests, other
National Parks close to Sydney, and a trip to Heron Island in
October.  There is a possible extension to five semesters
with courses in Aquatic Ecosvstems and livhan Fcoloav. Each
semester requires individual research in the field, the form
of presentation often oriented towards its future use in the
classroom. .

In the curriculum area, a one-semester unit is offered
in Environmental Education, and students may study.methods,of
introducing children to a sensory awareness of their environ-
ment, resources in the local environment, how to use thg train
trip, the boat trip, the cemetery, etc. in outdoor studies,
and then they trial their own units or programs with small
groups of school children. Recently a visit from a local
Shire Councillor pointed out the possibility of introducing a
study of local issues for even the younger children.

Further enquiries to Joan Webh, Lecturer in Science,

ing-gai C.A.E.

The development of school grounds and .
being encouraged by the Government Architects B Ings 4
P.W.D. through "The Self-Help Manual", a, LY. anch o¢ t
entitled "Child and the Environment" ang , mins. Blle,™
scheme. The Manual is a random collection gf jadrants
in and around school buildings, based ("Dst]y) €as fo, S
schools. The emphasis is on involving chi]dreno') Austrah;
cess, as well as on the educational valye of th N the Pro.
No guidelines for planning or for the integratie 4 progy
school development are suggested. The aim is f‘;ﬂ nto 4
and teachers to use the ideas or thejr own to brl'”
their schools and classrooms. 19
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"Let's Visit", published by the Taron
Association for Environmental Edu{:ation (N.s?ﬁ.%"?ﬂ" the
to the services and programs offered to teachers at Mugume
Zoos, Botanic Gardens, Art Gallery, Vintage Village as:um,
Field Studies Centres'in N.S.. It would be very et
visitors to N.S.W. as well as to teachers planning tq i
of the centres. sem

The Environment Studies ‘
Es av Association of Victoria |—
is an independent, volwntan,

) non-profit, membership-base
body incorporated in 1972 with specialise

aims_ involving the active encouragerent f
environmental education.

The ESAV's work is focussed on the objectie
of developing awareness and understanding of both the natu
and man-made environment and their interactions, throug o
door studies.

The.Association is therefore oriented towards educati
and to this end its current program gives priority to thre
types of activities.

Organising a full Calendar of courses set iné
variety of locations throughout the State.
These provide a means whereby people of all a
and from all walks of 1ife can obtain at first:
hand an understanding of environments throudh
multi-disciplinary, professiorally-oriented
courses.  Such courses cover a range of s .
jects to suit differing interests and backyro
they eschew any particular "cause” or line of
interest in the environment.

Publishing resource materials and data arisi"
from such courses, primarily for teacher ‘ﬁe'a
There is at present a dearth of objective
or regionally oriented material with enpha

the actual techniques of environmental stud:

. _operd?
Developing a residential, professionally ‘:_93
environment or field studies centre of ":‘e.
class as a “"pilot" project, near Melbou

in
Such centres have an important role to pl?f .
both formal, and non-formal or adult, 9:1‘ i
mental education, as well as the pre- ?
service training of teachers.

< catd
The Association thus occupies a rather U"'quiélly- )
lystic position, both educationally and env1ronﬁ92rain U‘m
the one hand it is unfettered by the types of reions; nd i
sometimes inhibit governments and other instm]‘t to uni*”
the other it can reach an audience not availablé
ties, tertiary colleges and schools.

ig 0
meﬁh‘p-ﬂ
The ESAV's work is assisted by a 9"0"‘:’]‘9;’223 ginanc!
both individual and group supporters, as we

grant from the Victorian Government.

ESAV'S
The Course Program is operated through t:ied at 32)4
Secretariat - Mr, R, D. Piesse (Director) situdt® (3
William Street, Melbourne and telephone numbers
329 5518 and 329 5377.




ESAV publishes a monthly newsletter of activities and
vices and is currently planning an environment studies
t Glenewart near Melboume.

ASSOCIATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

(N.S.W)

This is an independent voluntary organ-
isation of individuals and groups.
Formed in 1972 it aims to present and
éncourage activities through which
individuals may develop an objective

understanding of the complex environment that sustains people.

It runs courses, rpost’ly around Sydney, on a broad range
of topics from @cumentmg the natural history of an area, to
broadcasting skills for education programs on public access
radio.

In addition to a quarterly newsletter it publishes
occasional papers such as "Resource Book for Field Studies in
the Ryde District" ($7.50), "Birds and Bird Habitats of Bun-
danoon - a guide" (postage). For further information contact
the Hon.Sec. A.E.E., 399 Pitt Street, Sydney, N.S.W. 2000.

MUSEUM EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

OF AUSTRALIA

This Association was formed in
1975 and currently includes
education and information officers from museums, zoos, botan-
ic gardens, art galleries, historic villages, aquaria and so
on. It publishes a half-yearly newsletter and runs a bi-
ennial conference.

Speakers came from Holland, Kenya, and Singapore as
well as interstate to the recent conference in Perth. The
interchange of ideas and techniques showed just how far educ-
ation has advanced since the beginning of the decade and how
many of the institutions are moving out to the people, e.qg.
the Museum Train of the Australian Museum is pulled out to
isolated country towns in N.S.W., left for several days for
the schools and townspeople to visit. It comes complete with
two education officers and is so successful it eannot meet
the demand from all the schools or towns wanting a visit.

The museum also has a Wander-van for disabled children and
adults who cannot use the education program at the museum.

COUNCIL FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

The Council for Environmental Education (in the U.K.)
Was set up 10 years ago as a national centre for the coordin-
ation of a number of statutory bodies, voluntary bodies, and
charitable and professional organisations concerned with the
Promotion of environmental education. Today about 60 nation-
al organisations are represented on the Council.

The Council is a centre for information about environ-
mental education (EE), and keeps members informed of develop-
ments and intemational organisations like UNESCO and the
Council of Europe.
Vides a reference point for approaches from non-member bodies
and organisations. On important EE issues, it consults with
1ts members and acts on their behalf.

On behalf of its members, the Council approaches gov-
€rnment departments, local education authorities, the press,
ete. to éncourage the further development of E.E. It also
Promotes and organises conferences and seminars on EE topics,
and acts in an advisory capacity on many committees.

As the only national centre for EE it pro:

Current activities include - the Sandford Award fon'r
Heritage Education - publication of the Directory of Environ-
mental Literature and Teaching Aids (£2.50)- meeting with
Department of Education and Science conceming the fol]w—up
to the Tbilisi recommendations - working with the Councﬂ
of Europe to promote the international exchange of education

and materials on the environment - conferences "The role of
fieldwork in the A level syllabus" and "Industry and the
Environment" - development of Town Teacher Units - the intro-
duction of an EE information retrieval system - the setting
up of regional offices of CEE - production of a monthly news-
sheet (£1 p.a.) Tisting new resources and advertising events,
and a journal, three times a year, "Review of Environmental
Education Developments" (REED) (£1.50 p.a.).

For publications and further information contact:
Council for Environmental Education, School of Education,
University of Reading, London Road, Reading RG1 5AQ. U.K.

RESOURCES

Music with an Environmental Theme

SUN_MUSIC I (1965) Peter Sculthorpe (N.S.W.) H.M.V. (S.M.I-1V
available on 1 record - $8.99)

In emotional terms this piece has more to say about the
nystery, fear and lonely glare of sun and space than about
the pleasure of warmth. This is sun music written by a com-
poser Tiving in a country where the sun can be as much enemy
as friend; and since light is most clearly defined by dark-
ness, it contains the aural equivalent of shadow as well as
other representation of dazzling brightness. It is basically
slow in tempo, static and incantory, and it makes open acknow-
ledgement of its debt to sounds made familiar by electronic
music and musique concrete.

SUN MUSIC III (subtitled "Anniversary Music")

Although Sun Music III shares occasional sounds and
moods (such as opening bars) with Sun Music I it owes more to
Sculthorpe's interest in Balinese music (the "gamelan" as
percussion orchestra). While S.M.I seems governed by menace
or oppression S.M.III is quite charming and happily sensuous
for the most part.

SYMPHONY No.6 ("Earth Mother") (1962) James Penberthy (W.A.)
(Phillips, Cat.No.6508002)

The symphony is heavily influenced by the red earth of
W.A. and the rugged coastline of the south west of the State.
The symphony takes an original fertility song of the N.W.
aborigines. The big orchestral cries and shouts tell of the
creation of the earth and the birth of man. The composer
says "I am totally inspired by life and natural things. The
land, coast, the earth and the sea have been a constant
challenge and preoccupation with me “

Doug. Simper

"Environment" Eagle Book (1979) publ.Law Foundation of N.S.W.
and C.C.H. Aust.Ltd. Sydney.

This is one of a series of four titles dealing with law-
related topics, prepared by the New South Wales High School
Education Law Project. The books are all written for Austra-
lian secondary schools about Australian situations and issues.
Each package includes both student and teacher handbooks.

The "Environment" teachers handbook (38 pp.) contains
many detailed and creative ways of organising lessons around
the content of the student booklet. Teachers ought not feel
tentative about approaching such a new area as "the law and
the environment" because the case-studies are so interesting
and relevant to students, and the teacher's guide contains
such detailed descriptions of suggested approaches - even to
the point of Step 1, Step 2, Step 3, etc!
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The student materials are presented in newspaper colum
format with many pictures and cartoons.

The topics covered include pollution, town p]anning:
soil and water conservation, National Parks, and intematijonal
law and the environment. The materials encourage spudents to
participate in classroom discussions and make decjs1ons about
the legal dilemmas presented, but they are also given access
to the specific court decisions, and the reasons for them.

The materials are quite exciting in that they require
the student to be actively involved in enquiry about the law
and the environment, leading to a greater understanding of
the issues and to the development of decision-making skills.

Rod Kuchel

“Looking at the Wild with Harry Butler: At Home" (1979)

Hodder & Stoughton

This pocket book ramble
through home and garden to
look for animals and plants,
what they do and how they
interact, is aimed at en-
couraging children to be
observant and curious, and
to become naturalists.

It is reminiscent of the
earlier nature study books
where a different facet was
revealed around every comer.
It suggests experiments

to investigate how to make
a weather station or a
feeding table, how to
plot the pattems of
behaviour of the wild
life around the garden,
how to identify some of E
the animals and so on. Some of it is in Butler's captivat-
ing style where casual snippets of information convince the
reader of both the ease and necessity of the observations.
Some inaccuracies result from the author's desire to make it
simple and easy to read. The excellent illustrations by
Tony Oliver and minimum text make it easy to use.

“"Looking at the Wild with Harry Butler: In the Street" takes
a similar approach but has a stronger conservation message
interwoven, e.q.

"Street trees are watered by nature usually, but
sometimes the Council will help in a dry summer.
The Council also prunes the trees and carts cuttings
away. Does this help the trees? Can you think of
a way to stop street tree pruning? Remember the
interference with telephone and power lines in your

answer. "
Some of the text, such as how to identify your animal,
is taken from "...At Home" but the focus of the street tree

("adopt it") gives this booklet a clearer direction - which
is comforting to this reviewer but of uncertain consequence
to the 8-14 year old at whom it is aimed. John Smith

"Art and Environment - Art Project Book" Vol. 2
K.P.Engish, ETtham, Vic. (3%5)

This book, like Art Project Book, Vol.1, has been pre-
pared as a workbook-reference book combination for secondary
art students. The book is essentially a visual (B& and

colour) reference to "the relationship between people, places,
The succinct explanatory text

objects and the environment".
refers to the extensive illustrations that highlight the man-
made environment.
gested to extend students' knowledge and sensitivity in ways
that often transcend traditional school art practice.

Les Johnson

"Motivation for General Studies - Land, Sea, Sky Series"
Engish & Engish,ETtham. Vic. (3 at $5 each)

Each of the 3 workbooks covers activities in art, craft,

science, geography, history and language for younger second-
ary pupils in Australia.
They aim to stimulate students to explore the topic at

their own rate and with 30 pages in colour and excellent
B&W photographs and drawings throughout the other 70 pages
they achieve their aim, e.g. "LAND" contains sections on:
Personal experiences of the land, origin of the land, char-
acteristics, flora and fauna of the land and man's contacts

d relationships with the land. The activities are open-

A variety of classroom activities are sug-

ended but more detailed in the art-craft apesg ref

the background of the authors. As stimu]i to res lectipg
books often fail to provide sufficient c]yes on hoearch the
to Took but as stimuli to self-expression they arew O Whep,
ly some of the best available. In the hands of & wmoubmm
teacher or knowledgeable student they provide an i skilfy)
to explore a topic in depth and with feeling. pp°rmnuy

They were published from 1969-197) before man
ary teachers were ready to look outside their own Sﬁbﬁemnm
areas.  However environmental educators at primary =
secondary levels will find a wealth of ideas for i”t:ggau

d

approaches to topics such as land, sea and sky.
John Smith

"Our Older Cities - Preservation, Redevelopment or Cons
vation” (1977) Logan and Eccles, Book - Urban
Australia Series. Holt, Rinehart and Winston ($3gﬂ

The Series presents
Urban Australia through
geographers' eyes. "Our
Older Cities" looks at
one contemporary issue
in an attempt to
develop "sensitivity
to the qualities of the
urban Tandscape and its
social fabric" in early
secondary students. It
is a student text with
questions and exercises
providing the starting point for teachers and covering sy
aspects as:

01d Australian Cities: How old is o01d?
Modern Pressures on 01d City Centres
Redevelopment of the Inner Suburbs
Conservation - a Happy Compromise

The Politics of Conservation

Methods of field work are appended.

The Tevel of the questions makes it readily adaptable
to local urban areas, to a range of student activities, &d
to non-geography teachers who are looking for a structure o
which to hang urban environmental studies.

The combination of photographs, sketches, maps and
text (only 70 pp.) is appealing although the cost may seem
high to those who wish to use the whole series as student
text and feel that there isn't a lot of information in this
one.  There isn't - methodology is the focus'

Activity Books for Young Australians by Dick Johnson (1979
Jabiru Press, MeTb. (75c each to schools) i il

Titles: "Ballarat and District"; "Bold Ned Kelly"; “The
historic Dinosaurs"; "Amazing Animals of Australida’s
"Amazing Birds of Australia".

Games, puzzles,
mazes and crosswords
fascinate children
of all ages and, A
where suitably graded,
children of all
abilities. The
author uses snippets
of text (with a read-
ing age of 9 years)
to introduce each
activity based around
the topic of the
book and thereby en-
courage the reluctant
to read and calculate.
Language, maths. and
perceptual skills are
graded but range
widely enough to
challenge the bright
student. No teacher
is needed to motivate
children to use these
books. They are ideal
for idle moments in
class and would make
excellent Christmas
presents as well.

John Smith



