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FOREWORD ..

Welcome to the first edition of JUMBUNNA-
The NSW AECG's biannual Magazine.

“To talk together”

JUMBUNNA- a Koorie word meaning 'to talk together' is
designed to produce a forum in which matters of importance
and concern, especially those relating to Aboriginal education

can be raised and debated.
***************************************************************

An issue I would like to raise in this foreword is the urgent
need for unity amongst Aboriginal people.
Ever since the arrival of the first fleet in 1788, Koories haye
been the victims of a variety of measures de51gned to divide apq
rule or confuse and control us. The colonists brought with them
. century-old methods to oppress the invaded.
-~ In recent years, however, there has been a disturbing re-
emergence of the old "divide and rule" approach. Today it takes

|  f- the form of the questioning of Aboriginality.

_The argument being used, is that if an Aboriginal person has not
';been ‘raised on a m1551on then he or she is less of anAboriginal
and is.unable to feel and reflect an Aboriginal sense of value

- and point of view.

‘Thls view' is a weapon of racism used to split us apart and
break us-down, unfortunately coming today from our own: people,
and usually influenced by white attitudes.

It “istime to remember that we, as Aboriginal people, are a
diverse cultural group and that our Aboriginality is not
determlned‘by some physical characteristic or by the geography
of our birth.

Koories who argue thls line must look within themselves and
begin to question thﬁ motive of non-Aboriginal people, remember,
rhey have an option to blend back into their society any time
they become frustrated or tired of their 20th century colonialist
involvement in Aboriginal Affairs. We have no such option- ours
is to retain our cultural indentity and to maintain our dignity
and pride. But this can only be achieved through a united

approach in combating rac1sm and prejudice.

?ZUnlty is cultural surv1va1
' Bob Morgan
President NSW AECG.
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++» HISTORY OF NATIONAL ABORIGINAL WEEK s+

it was not until 1881 that
ment appointed a 'Protector
. 'gineS'- An Aborginal Protec-
£ Aborlrd was set up in 1883 but it
ion Boatatutory power until 1909 and
d no S this period the Chairman of

t
hroggggs was the Inspector General of

ice-
le on t

" n NSW
overn

re were some well-intented
he Protection Board its
icy at one period %ncluded.tpe
king Up of Aborlglnal'famllles by
ing police to tear children away
parents, and this Board became
to Aboriginal people as the
gsecution Board.
e late 1920's to the 1930's saw a
form of Aboriginal Advancement
anisation become prominent . The
iginal Progressive Association was
also another body called the
ttee for Aboriginal Citizen
hts.
1 these Committees were to fight
justice for our Aborigines. A few
our famous people engaged in this
thwhile organisations were
liam Ferguson, William Cooper,
Nicholls, Pearl Gibbs and
th Bandler. These people were to
er the birth and growth of the
eral Government's Legislation and
rams for Aborigines.
th our people travelling the
tryside holding meetings to organ-
a campaign to wipe out discrimin-
n in NSW and Australia. They were
ssful in bringing out many
anges for our people.
On the 26th January 1938, Australia
lebrated the Festival of 150 years
progress. Aboriginal leaders spoke
t against a day of rejoicing for
Ptralia's Aborigines. They announced
~a 'Day of Mourning'. It commemor-
Fs also 150 years of misery and
gradation imposed on the original
tive inhabitants by the white
vaders of the country.
Following a successful Referendum on
y 20th 1967 the discrimination
bedded in NSW Aborgines Protection
t had been wiped out. A referendum
d changed the Constitution and put
wer to deal with Aboriginal welfare
the hands of the Federal Government.
re important there were now a number
bodies composed largely of
Origines, to deal with such questions
Aboriginal Health, Housing, Legal
ghts, Land Rights. The Aboriginal
OPle were at last being given a

chance to have a say in deciding their
own quure. National Aboriginal Day
was originated by Aboriginal Leader
W%lliam Cooper of Cummeragunjah before
his death in 1941. The purpose of
National Aboriginal Day was to organise
the observance of a National Day for
Aborigines each year on the second
Friday in July.

We now honour this important day and
week to get together withour families
and schools in our area to share our
culture and talk about issues that
effect our lifestyle. Past and contem-
porary History is shared by all during
this important Week of Celebrations.

«Beryl Philp-Carmichael

*Beryl Philp—Carmichael from Menindee
NSW AECG member for the North West 1

Region.
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CONSULTATION
A statement by the President of the North Coast New South Wales Aborigj
na

Consultative Group, Bertha Kapeen.

lEﬁ

When any Government Department or
agency these days tries to make a
policy affecting Aboriginal people -
if they want the policy to have the
best chances of success - they must
consult with the Aboriginal Community.

Qboriginal Education Consultatj

is the main advisory group to t:e Gr

Department of Education on issuee

affecting Aboriginal children ang i
S

In NSW the Education Department is :
i : : committed to helping local communj
u .
e i raonnendaions P¥to become involved in working uith s
to impro i i £33
called The New South Wales Aboriginal prove education for their childr
Education Consultative Group
‘:,,;,.’“ " -

(N.S.W.A.E.C.G.)

One of the Major aims of the group
is to ensure that there are a number
of community based people prepared to &
advise the NSW Department of Education B
on educational services for Aboriginal ™ o
people. The idea of the Group is to B
make sure that any new policy of the
State Department involves Aboriginal
community consultation.

Consultation is important because
it can be a way of making sure that a
service provided suits Aboriginal
people, because Aboriginal people are
helping implement the service. For
example, many schools are only now
realising thatAboriginalchildren have i ™ _
special needs and the school must . e : P
change to cater for their needs One )
need is for Aboriginal children to
be proud of their cultural identity,
so some schools have started
Aboriginal Studies. Another need is
for Aboriginal children to have home-
work facilities so they can finish
their school work.

The advice schools are being given
now is that they should first of all
talk more to their local Aboriginal
community. In these talks,both the
school and the community will probably
find needs of the Aboriginal children
that they may not have thought about
before. When needs are found the
next step is for the community and
the school together, to find ways of
catering for the needs. These needs
will cover any new program Or issue

ke

One of a set of 6 different postcards

by Elaine Kitchener. 50¢ each or

6 for $3.00. Send cheque or money or¢

which affects Aboriginal children. to Postcards
Consultation should always be:- P.O Box 36
Erskinville NSW 2043

1) A two-way process
2) Allowed to be started by either

the school or the community.

The idea of consultation in this
form is new. One of the main reasons
why schools are being encouraged to
do so is the lack of success Aboriginal

children have had at school. The NSW
2




e s« CAMP JUNGAI = KOORI CULTURE CAMP <s

cG State Meeting at Taree in April, Tom French, AECG Member, Moree,

at the .t before Aboriginal-run camps were set up in the Moree district in
eﬁ”ted-84, 15-20 young Aboriginal people were going to court every month.
wcaﬂﬁ;e camps started, only 5 kids (to April) had gone to court. "The young
'“wiethave responded pretty well" said Tom, "If someone shows they care, the
e0pP+= ",
ids wllin;r{he AECG's Children in Institutions Conference at Leura im February
Follow Srticle, by Patrick Cavanagh, NSW AECG Research Officer, looks at Camé
pos itive alternative for youpg‘Aboriginals in Institutions.
;gt cavanagh and Paul Woloch of NSW Ministry of Education, visited Camp Jungai

n February-

gai is located at Rubicon between the towns of Alexandra and Eildon in
orth-eastern victoria . It is 130 Kilometres by road from Melbourne.

1t consists of a 23 hectare complex owned by the Camp Jungai Co-operative 1ltd
ith another 200 hectares of bush land leased from the Victorian For estry

ommission.

camp Jun

istory
The camp site has been in operation since 1972 when it was purchased byf themiversmy
nmonwealth Department of Aboriginal Affairs from local farmers. However, B APR 1987
,at time none of the present facilities existed at the camp and it was uged
irely as a camping centre. The centre was used only for bushwalking prog Q§B > //:
d accommcdation was limited to tents. ‘ RA® -
The Camp Jungai Co-operative Ltd was formed in 1975. Membership of the
»-operative is open to any resident of Victoria - Aboriginal or non-Aboriginal -
rer the age of 18 years. However, there is a provision that non-Aboriginal
wolvement in the Co-operative be limited to 15%.
In 1981 title over the camp was transferred from DAA to the Camp Jungai
-operative . The management and administration of the camp is now conducted by
e board of Directors of the Co-operative. The Board has 7 Directors who
present Aboriginal organisations from throughout the state.
The Board employs the staff of Camp Jungai. At present there are 5 members of
-aff - the Administrator
Secretary
Camp Manager
Recreation Officer and
Cultural Officer

cilities

e facilities available at the complex have been expanded considerably since it
s first used for bushwalking camps in 1972. The facilities now available
clude: Cabin style accommodation, Conference and recreation facilities.

ms of Centre

The basic aim of the centre appears to be to run programs designed to foster

tter race relations.
The co-operative runs an average of 15 programs
€s of 8-17. The programs may be recreational,
;: usually have a race relations component.

e co-operative tries to maintain a ration of

i ;Oh-Aboriginal participants in the camps tha c ‘
elps to promote the esteem and confidence of the Aboriginal participants 1n

Edc:mg. They take pride in the fact that the camp i; ?eing run on Aboriginal
Ihap: fthat in ?ffect they are hosts to the non-Aboriginal Qart}clpantsu
& py ok the first time in their lives. They also take pride in the fact that
Thig lials tun and administered by Aboriginal people.
oriqi st fact is, of course, a valuable learning experience for the non-

dinal participants in the courses. So too is their inexperience, probably

3

a year for children between the
cultural or educational, but

60% Aboriginal participants to
t it runs. It is felt that this
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for the first time in their lives, of being in a minority situation in el ' y
atjq

Aboriginal people. In addition an Aboriginal cultural component isg includ log
camps. edini
The programs that are run at Camp Jungai include the following:-

- activity camps

- cultural camps

- careers camps \\\

- water skills camps - \

- education orientation camps v \ \ \ \ \
- pioneer program
- leadership camps - ~ 4/
- Multi-cultural camps. A\

The education Orientation Camps are restricted to Aboriginal partici
and are for children entering High School. This applies to the Career
are for children in the 14-16 age group. .

The camps are advertised in Aboriginal communities throughout Victoria, How b
to avoid overbooking and/or allegations of favouritism to particular Cmmmmiﬂf'
each camp is only advertised in serveral communities. The camps are then nn;
around the various other Aboriginal communities in Victoria.

The charges for the camps are $10/head/week. However, these charges are reg
or waived for families with financial difficulties.

S Campg | 3

Future Plans

The co-operative currently has plans for an expansion of the complex to incl
a Keeping Place. The proposed site of this is in the area of For estry Commisg
land which is currently being leased.

This proposal has been put to the Victorian 150th Anniversary Project Commitie¥
and is the only Aboriginal project before that committee for consideration. ‘

The aims of the Keeping Place Project are:-

- to preserve the display genuine Victorian Aboriginal Artefacts

- to preserve and display genuine Aboriginal artefacts from other areas

- to establish a language laboratory

- to develop knowledge of the Bangalang language

- to preserve and develop Aboriginal skills in art and story-telling

- to preserve and develop skills in Aboriginal dance, song and music

- to preserve and develop skills in the manufacture of Aboriginal artefact

- to provide a setting for the performance of Aboriginal songs, dance, mu
and story telling

If this proposal is accepted it will obviously be an invalualbe additnxntO"
Camp.

Funding

Funding for the camp is still through the Department of Aboriginal Affaum.éi
DAA evaluation of the camp in 1983 recommended that the camp should belﬁfe i
sufficient. However, this was at the time that the Fraser Governmentfs Ri::.,
Gang" was seeking ways to restrict government spending. It is impossible
expect a venture like Camp Jungai to be completely self sufficient. 1ts |

However, the fees charged by the Camp do contribute to its mai.ntenam_:e-tedb ,
budget in 1984 was expected to be $270,000 of which $190,000 was contrlbﬁﬂwrw .
DAA while it was anticipated that $80,000 would be raised from the campscmmp

This represents a funding arrangement of 74% from DAA and 26% from the
itself. 1ecti°n.

In the NSW State elections of 1983, the Premier, Mr Wran, made and eomaithﬁ
promise to establish an Aboriginal Culture Camp in NSW. The AECG Welct it.
promise and is hopeful that the Government will soon begin to 1mp%eme2iaﬂﬂY' \
There are numerous advantages to pushing ahead with the proposal 1mme]£ ﬂ]Nﬂ'
These advantages would benefit both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoP ).
and would include:- _ ptd

- all the advantages of self esteem and confidence buildin
4
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yictorian Aboriginal children attending camps on their own land at Camp Jungai.

_ a venue for culture camps, careers camps and motivation camps for NSW
Aboriginal children. The costs of establishing and running the camp would
be offset by the savings on the existing costs of running such camps in
private venues

- the opportunity to introduce race relations camps in NSW, particularly for

, areas where racial tensions have been exacberated in recent years. The ad-

antage that would accrue to both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal children would no

doubt be similar to those that have become evident at Camp Jungai.

' - the opportunity of establishing a venue for conducting Aboriginal studies
programs for schools and tertiary institutions. Again income produced from
using the site for these purposes would help offset the costs of establish-
ing and running the camp

- a venue for holding inservices for teachers in Aboriginal Studies and
Aboriginal Education that would be more appropriate, particularly with a
view to encouraging Aboriginal participation, than the places where such
inservices are currently held. Other government departments like YACS,
DEIR, Police, Health etc could also be invited to use the site for in-
services., Again the income derived from using the site in this way would
offset costs.

- a venue for state and regional AECG meetings, and for the meeting/conf-
erences of other Aboriginal organisations.

- a venue for the establishment of Aboriginal Studies Resource Units.

- a site for possible establishment of "runners camps" similar to those
operating in America(north) Given the other proposed uses of the camp,
these would initially be only one part of the camp's services, perhaps
operating for 4-6 weeks a year.

- the opportunity for magistrates to have an alternative to gaol for young
Aborigines convicted of petty offences. For instance, magistrates may
recommend that such offenders attend a camp for say 4-6 weeks and this
could be done in conjunction with a Community Service Order.

- the opportunity to promote Aboriginal employment

. To obtain some of the above advantages it would be essential that the initial

tablishment of the camp be done with a view to its later uses. Cost-cutting at

€ establishment stage may ultimately prove to be uneconomic . For example its

€ as 3 conference centre for Aboriginal people and others would be limited if the

chmodat?on that was built was not of a sufficiently high standard. _

eparicu531ovs have been held with the Ministry of Education and the.Premlers

his wWe"t with a view to activating the 1983 election promise. It is hoped that

o solll soon result in positive steps being taken to establish a CUIturél.Camp in
that all the penefits outlined above will begin to be felt by Aboriginal

fOn-Aboriginal people throughout the State.



« LEARNING WITHOUT EXAMS .

This article is about the way exams are used in schools.
Aboriginal people has been that exams are used to make them feel failureg

article Ernie Tucker, the English Master at Maroubra Junction High Scho
talks about the English department in his school where exams have been

except for the trial H.S.C., for the past ten years.
Interested people can visit the g¢

its implications for their schools.

contacting Ernie Tucker at Maroubra High Tel:
like to hear responses to the article which we will publish in our next

I take the position that exams teach
students how to fail. No matter what
the Secondary Schools Board may say

to justify its Schools Certificate
Reference Test, students in English
are place into five boxes as a per-
centage of the year 10 population and
most of them know exactly into which
box they are falling. The Board tries
to tell us that grade 5 is not a fail
but don't be foolish enough to tell a
student that. The effect on a
student's learning is severe; the
effect on that student's teacher may
be more damaging because of the
message that teacher passes on,
probably unconsiously, to their other
students. If there are graded
classes and the student and the
teacher are in the bottom grade, is
there any hope of convincing them
that there is any purpose in further
education? Given that some schools,
teachers and students suffer this
indignity every year, who should be
surprised at our retention rates?
Band aid projects such as the
Participation and Equity Program
(stuck on and ripped off) do not
address thenselves to fundamental
pelicies which are under the central
control of the Boards, the Minister
and Education Deparment. Its easy
for them to say that schocls have
wide areas of autonomy to institute
their own forms of assessment and
reporting, and indeed they will
probably quote Maroubra Junction as
an example, but there is an over-

bearing pressure for schools to mirrorf
the hierachy of which they are a part.

and so, most schools assess their
students the way the Department and
the Boards do at years 10 and 12.

Even some primary schools.
It's no wonder to me that deep in

the heart of the community, 50 is a

magic number.
educational failure is planned?
Compare institutionalised learning
with the learning of life's
essential tasks that goes on in the
family. Who doesn't expect their
child to learn to walk and talk?

22 X MO B et

S FEey

) O 7

But how many know that

The experience of

0],

aboli
to

hOOl,
Part
Maga,

Readers may like

(02) 349 4325. We woulgd

Who puts down their own childrep
lining them up with all the Othe
they could get their hands op and
giving them a test?

Compare our expectations of
the driving test. No grades gi
out here. You may fail but ¢
laughs about it and you expect
Think of all those movies and 1y
which exploit our sense of humoyr
about this potentially lethal gj
Imagine if this was the public
attitude to all our educational
qualifications. Why not?

The key to our success in the
learning situations is that we
to succeed. Some kind of failur
along the way is an accepted par
learning. . Is there any super ca
child who ever learnt to walk wi
falling? Did any one of us
talk without making any errors
pronounciation? And didn't our |
families enjoy them, find them
amusing and tell stories and j
about them? Risk ta king is a
part of everyday learning. Th
about all those events that we
told our mothers. Our family
friends taought us that errors
natural and a good teacher knows
that errors can even be producti
How else do you know how to i
The key to good
¥ teaching is to help create situa
Ml in which the peer group gives

ual students the confidence to
irisks, make errors and learn nev

NN

# The aims of secondary educatl
fexpressed by the Department of
8 Education and many high schools:

emphasise individual attention @
co-operative approaches to learnl
but the system emphasises mass ;
achievements reported in termsdo

exams, grades, certificates ans
And the classes are€ u

on

classes.
graded. . p
As systems of this size an o
@

complexity aren't changed OV
what reasonable kind of educ
can we provide while we're ¢
to make the big changes?

ation
mpat
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0% stude
% l"tt\\.ontinue tns
rning so that the beginning

nte can be encouraged to
processes of home and

8y 8

A v

by iy learning

(l‘% {, school is simply a change of place

%lhiﬁﬂther than a culture shock of
Q%§§:.rning styles. Many infants and

t Wy pimary schools achieve this. It is
n“t%ﬁen gstudents enter the exam ridden

) korld of the secopdary sch?ol that the
4}, ystem is met in its most inflexible
) M still, I believe that we can

‘:‘gta te.
Jhmscﬁve students at least four more years

%} confident learning if we can keep
i% em at the centre of their own
oy % sarning processes and therefore away
1 %,.fom graded classes and exams.
"H;If we keep them active in their
wbarning, they will also need to be
esin@\volved in the assessment of
eo%g rning. Such assessment heeds to
8thy .jare equal status with the teacher's
ePubhg'sessment, both everyday in the
Icatj, ;assroom and more formally, in any
t? “ditten report that is given to the
Sipy ents. Of course, such an assess-
thet . Mt will not be expressed in terms
of&;;numbers or letter grades. It isa
Emﬁfﬁtten and spoken thing recorded
swﬂf shared between teacher, student,
Sl parents. It records what the
; 'udent can do and looks forward to
%ltyre achievements. It recommends
fWHYS to improve. It is sympathetic
ntwa positive and so gives the student
jthei'ery expectation of success within
anije fullness of time and with mutual
 ist~operation and the shared intentions
., ™ the teacher and the learner.
at ¥My colleagues and I in the English
nily Partment at Maroubra Junction High
rosve been doing this for more than
kw2 years and we have the results to
2w that it works even in the terms
ert that the system imposes on us at
2 end of year ten. And, after four
jpArs of positive expectations, many
siﬂde"ts do choose to stay at school
: g can cope with the H.S.C. exam.
2 records are there and show that
r students succeed as well as, or
.}ter than the average students
f!.le maintaining a higher than
Irage retention rate. If you are
erested in reading the history of
rr;:l.sp it appears in'Six Interested
pools', edited by Len Cairns and
;) Watson, World of Education
kiSWSh}P,ISydney, 1980 and in my own
FOUnt in 'The Teaching of English',
Ilish teachers association of NSW,
a:::st{' 1978, under the title,
ﬁlish?' 1 This Got To Do With
}Versity E;cent work at the
111ips NSW by Dr Shelley
r Seems to validate our

Y

X

assumption that students self esteem
may be a more accurate indicator of

student success than the 1.Q. The
classic research project is reported
by Robert Rosenthal and Lenore Jacobson
in 'Pygmalion in the Classroom, (Teacher
Expectation and Pupils' Intellectual
Development)', Holt, Rinehart and
Winston, New York, 1968.°

Some teachers at Maroubra Junction
High have had twelve years experience
of not setting internal school exams
prior to the trial H.S.C. Despite
all the cynics who said that students
would not work if they didn't have
exams, and the gradual move back to
exams by some of the other faculties
in the school, English flourishes
to the extent that one that one new
member staff complained that the
students had too much self esteem.
This success depends very much on the
patience and devotion that our
teachers and students have for each
other but I am optimistic enough to
believe that we are not so extra-
ordinary that this success could
not be replicated in most schools.

«Ernie Tucker
Maroubra Junction High School




« —— SELF GOVERNMENT AND INDEPENDENCE
of ABORIGINAL LAND COUNCILS —

Koories have struggled since 1788 for
the recognition of our basic civil
right to govern our lives according to
Koori customs, laws and government.
White governments, however, continu-
ally create laws and policies designed
to keep Aboriginal people under the
control of the government.

The most obvious example of such
laws was the Aboriginal welfare Board
which gave mission managers complete
control over the lives of people
living on Reserves.

The Aboriginal Land Rights Act 83
is no different because under Section
57, the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs can sack Aboriginal Land Coun-
cils and replace them with hand-picked
administrators. Also, the affairs of
Aboriginal Land Councils can be contr-
olled by the white court-system.
Though this is a more sophisticated
form of control it is the same as the
missicn manager s policies with white
pecple having power to control the
affairs of Aboriginal communities.

The Sydney-Newcastle Regional
Aboriginal Land Council is concerned
about the establishment of the Land
Rights Working Party, headed by
Pat O'Shane which aims to rush amend-
ments to the Land Rights Act through
Parliament by August '85.

It is inevitable that a government
working party will come up with reco-
mendations which suit the government
and not Aboriginal people. The aim of
this working party is to work out ways
that the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs can control the affairs of
Aboriginal Land Councils. Mr Paciullo
(NSW Minister for Aboriginal Affairs)
eagerness to 'stand over' Aboriginal
Land Councils is obvious on p6. of
the most recent 'KOORIER', the news-
letter published by the Ministry of
Aboriginal Affairs.

'KOORIER' reports..." Mr Paciullo
said that when he first had the
activities of the Far South Coast
Regional Aboriginal Land Council
brought to his attention last year, he
IMMEDIATELY sought the appointment of
an administrator." People should note

that Mr Paciullo wanted to sack elected
Koorie community representatives on the

basis of mere allegations and gossip,
without proof and without firstly
undertaking investigations.

The present Minister and his advisers

obviously have no respect for the in-

dependence and self determingay.
Aboriginal Land Councils, M:hnnm
views smack of fascism apg heghﬁq
dangerous barrier in the Strulsa
Aboriginal people for self dezleu
ation and sovereignity, Crnj,
A protest march, organizeq b
Sydney Metropolitan Loca] Lang the
will be held on 12 July 'gs, y "
protest against the establishpg,
the Government's Land Rightg Wntp
Party, and to call on the gover 1y
to replace Mr Paciullo. ey
See you there.

Yours in unity,

- Chris Kirkbright
LL.B., B.Juris.
Aboriginal Solicitor




* The Way I Seelt ..

y out on the western plaln,

rThere's a town named 'Dubbo' I claim,

[ts out on the banks of the 'Macquarie' ,

Where my pre-school days were free from worry.

Awa

she land out there is red earth,
ItS the home of my natural birth,
here's lots of fond memories I hold,
of “those beautiful sunsets of red yellow and gold.

” ////

v
7 i

§ loving parents, I rememﬁeL th well,
{ when by the camp Fires, thigi tfges/ they'd tell,
§-se young days were happyf gnd eaceful,
§ But later on, my growing ug,d%ysqgﬁiﬁéme sad and t
/ //” , |
ings to my mind that little country school,
_I was sent thegaeonly to bgptreated-like a fo«

’ skhool S Zﬁ,f R @Womb14°-laﬂg
g 4 a%%

‘“e 1d
what & Tove
There we wen-”

»ful.

dafﬁf&s the iy
jvere upeless, as i
;N1§ 1d always inc;Epf

% . &
7 ot W e e—— LS s el iy b b e
i

ings seem now to be changing for the better,
- They even teach us now to sign our name, Or write a letter.
here are a few devoted white people with a good heart,

Who have tried to help us 'black fellas' get a start.
O now I leave my poetry in your hands,
And hope some day soon, on our own two feet, we'll stand.

Composed and Written
by Ethel Riley



-« AUSTRALIAN YOUNG WRITERS' PROJECT , .,

Young Writers' Project is intended to encourage creativity in young
The International Youth Year National Secretariat, Penguin Books Austra]j
a

stories, poems or scripts to become part of three seperate media Projectg
Penguin Books will publish a selection of successful entries, A.B.C, Raéio

adapt successful submissions into radio Plays. ang A.B.C. Television Will el
co

as many as five of the successful stories into half hour television dramag nY“t

will hopefully be scripted and produced by young people. ’ wh“h
The three main themes of I1.Y.Y. are 'participation, development and Peace!

is loosely around these themes that entries should be focused. and
Details of the conditions of entry are set out on the Entry forms avai

from: AECG .. ay,

Level 8, 9-13 Young Street
SYDNEY. Tel: (02) 240 8870

OR
I)Y?Yc C/- GPO Box 9994
SYDNEY 2001 Tel: (02) 437 9111

FOR ALL THOSE YOUNG BUDDING YOUNG KOORIE WRITERS,HERE IS THE CHANCE YOU'VE BEEN

FOR.
THE TREASURE SEEKERS by Michelle Saunders
- oxn Walhollow Public

One day Jodie, Kylie and I went searching for treasure on a lonely islang
called Cheech and Chong.

We sailed across miles and miles of ocean.

With the sun sinking behind us like a red jewel we approached the lonely
island that was shadowy and eerie. We landed and set up camp on a lonely

stretch of beach.
As soon as the sun glowed like a big light over the horizon we began to

explore. Jodie said it was lovely and peaceful just like Caroona.
We trudged back to camp and scrounged around for some food and had
breakfast. After breakfast we decided to have a good look around to see if

anyone else was on the island.
Night fell quickly dark enveloping us and after eating our simple meal we

went in the tents and went to sleep. It was half way through the night when
Jodie woke us and said she heard a strange eerie noise in the bushes beyond

the tents. .
We decided to wait until daybreak to have a look and see what was happening.

As soon as the sun peeped over the horizon Kylie woke everyone. We were
all refreshed and alert so we st arted to search for anything that was strange
A little way up the beach we stumbled across huge footprints in the sand.

Kylie said that they belonged to a Yowie.
Jodie said they belonged to a dinosaur. I said I didn't have a clue

who they belonged to.
Feeling scared and all clutching each other we went farther. Bushes were

rustling and rocks and pebbles were rolling about.

The closer we got the more frightened we became. Our eyes were enormous
like saucers. Our knees trembling, perspiration started to drip off us and
our tongues glued to the roof of our mouths. Strange sounds like a child .
crying came from the bushes. We peeped nervously around the bushes and al
breathed sighs of relief when we saw a half starved dog curled up. Our
relief was so great that we all started laughing and joking about how
frightened we were imagining a monster. .

Its coat was all matted with burrs. Its bony ribs were sticking out.

It had wounds on its body. ; dog-
Our treasure wasn't gold and jewels but a lovely 0ld English Sheep
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I « AH, WHITE MAN, HAVE YOU ANY SACRED SITES? -

; nan, I am searching for the
hite you,

L ahe ¥ to :
:?ées sacr:‘:lk, in silent worship, and
ou

hers Lsper poemss €907 q
w a 1in wonder
Yo B like me, You tre !

'r eyes are filled with tears,
ou

see t
and Y;Eur fifty thousand years.

down
searching round Australia, and

4 rching, night and day,

ite, to you, SO sacred, that

't give it away,

of coloured paper, say a

| church you're knocking_down, '

or the Rocks, your Nation's birthplace,

py the pridge, in Sydney town.

Ilm sea
for @ S
you won

your cathedrals I have entered, and

1've seen the empty aisles,

Where a few knelt down in sorrow,

shere were all the children's

y smiles?

}Big cathedrals, full of beauty, opal
glass and gleaming gold,

And an old man, in an overcoat, who

" had crept in from the cold.

Your schools, I drifted through them,
" heard the sound of swishing canes,
Heard the yell of angry teachers
crushing flowers in their brains,
"Heard the bark up on the rostrum,
“where the powers had their say,
Wouldn't children's hearts be sacred,
though they're made, like mine, of
clay?

Where's your wonder? where's your
worship? where's your sense of holy
awe?

When I see those little children torn
apart by fear of war,

What is sacred to you white man? What
18 sacred to your clan?

Are your totems rainbow-feathered? Is
there dreaming in you, man?

Sacred, sacred, sacred, gee, you chuck

that worqd about,

ind when echoes answer sacred, sacred

Aouder still you shout,

tgd the echoes come in patterns, and
en, louder, every one,

:;;l they meet, 1like waves, together,
90 bang! just like a gun.

Sacr?d._. hesitating... now film is
Leeling through

M .
°zrbram, and through my memory, of
Sacred rendezvous,

Our meeting of our parting, of my

te
ArS, as sweebr s <.

he tracks you've travelled

Of my numb incomprehension of a
shattered paradise.

Sacred, oh so sacred,

was our sacred rendezvous,

And your ferocious anger when you
found we weren't like you,

But if I should make an act of faith,
in a voice both firm and clear

That there's something sacred to me,
you start drowning in your beer.

What is sacred to you, white man,
what is sacred to your heart,

Is Australia just a quarry for the
bauxite-belts to start?

Where the forests are forgotten, and
the tinkling of the bell

Of the bell-bird in the mountains is
just something more to sell?

Ah, brother, I am searching for the
sites sacred to you,

But the rivers, clear as crystal,
smell like sewerfulls of spew,

From the pipe and pump polluters, and
the nukes that fleck the foam,

Would you let a man with dirty boots
go walking through your home?

Sacred means that... sacred... it's a
place where spirits rise,

With the rainbow wings of sunset, on

the fringe of paradise,

Sacred... that's my father, that's my
mother, that's my son,

Sacred... where the dreaming whispers
hope for everyone.

In the silence of the grottoes of
Australia's mighty land,

Stand together with the koories,
stand together, hand in hand,

Open eyes to endless beauty, and to
spirits, far and near,

For Australia is my country, it is
sacred to me here.

Ah, brother, I am searching for the
sites sacred to you,

Where you walk, in silent worship,
and you whisper poems, too,

Where like me, you tread in wonder,
and your eyes are filled with tears,
And you see the tracks you've
travelled down your fifty thousand
years.

« Denis Kevans
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TRADITIONAL ABORIGINAL GAMES .

110wing article comes from AECG member, Beryl Philp-Carmicheal. Beryl
e fO

h ¢ 'Nyampa' games played around Ivanhoe and Cobar, North West NSW, and
Jrites abo; on 0ld Menindee Mission in the late 1930's. Perhaps readers can add
playe Aboriginal games to the list. Write to Jumbunna and let us

jast P77 aditional P
further chers may find the list useful as a focus on Aboriginal culture and
Tea

know as well as an addition to games played on sports days at school and
Aboriginal Week in July.
*
long time now I have heard on numerous occasions, 'Aboriginal people
por 2 ames to play'. I am writing down games I know Aboriginal people did
'k anyngto fill in the day. Even though they were hunters and gatherers most
. they still found time for enjoyment with their family énd neighbouring
: The children also had games they played to keep them occupied when elders
etbes ting or meeting. A lot of these games were to be forgotten during the
‘wrefiional period when Aboriginal tribes were rounded up and put onto missions
s;a::erves with white Managers over them, over-ruling the teaching of the old

’
durind National

have
take par:
of the time,

le. ; ) :
Iw;zw in the 1980's a revival of Aboriginal games is emerging and spreading to

other areas as well. . ' . | |
1. The men played Kucheroco, which is a stick about 18 inches to 20 inches long

rounded on one end to a point. A log is placed on the ground 8ft. or more from'
mark of thrower. The game is played by a man running up to the mark then_throw1ng
the Kucheroo, pointed end first, to bounce off the log and fly into the air. The
one to fly highest and land furthest would be the winner. Smaller versions could
be suitable for young boys to participate in.

2. Returning boomerangs were played up intil 1947 on 0ld Menindee Mission.

They would gather at the end of the Mission on a claypan and play this game by the
catcher catching his boomerangs between two hands flat.

3. Marking the ground with a stick balancing on toes and resting on left hand
was enjoyed by men and boys. One who marked the first was the winner.

4. Marking the ground with a stone or stick sitting in a squatting position
then reaching around with right arm under the legs measuring the distance of the
mark appointed winner.

5. Throwing the spear, hitting a mock animal, winner hits the animal in the
breast.

6. Twisting through the spear, holding spear with both hands and putting one
foot over first, then the other foot bringing spear up over one's back then doing
iF reverse to get out of twist. Completing this without a break decides the
Winner.

7. Jumping the spear. Holding spear with 2 hands and jumping over it and
feverse, winner is determined by longest time without fault in counting, completed
forward and reverse jumps.

. 8. Games for children included:stone game called 4 corners, played by drawing

in sand a huge 4 square and marking corner to corner and acrossways. The game is

Played with 2 children competing to get their stones in a straight line, first

to achieve this wins. Three stones each is required.

Lons swiSch wac chocen Som boune tross. et oL S, EAVeE OF billatons. A

knots and leaves, so & 1d b bg i o . area,.trlmmlng alt Bl

from the botts 'f no cuts wou e o ?alned on hands getting lumps of clay

fest and 3 iemeo fthe river, near w§ter s edge would be stored on the bank near

very top gh‘c of clay was formed into a ?all, then stuck onto the switch at the
. 1s could be shied across the river making ripples, or used for

frightening bi ) -
P Ly g birds away, was also decorated with feathers to identify with the

1o0. i
Passing the bone - a bone was passed behind the backs of children, which

ever o i ivi
by 2idwzs caugh? just On recelving the bone, would be called out to take over
oon until all children had a go at watching for the bone.

11. The game ¢ .
alled f : . .
Whoever found the most ish eyes were played by burying fish eyes in the sand,

mlz. Very popular with
ake the string then pat

In the shortest time with their eyes closed was the winner

the children was strin i
g games, after being show
tern used for nets and bags. ? " how o
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The Aboriginal Australia exhibition, recently opened at the Australi,

Sydney, is well worth a visit. You can walk through the Aborigina) n Usey,
following images from the Dreamtime to different aspects of contempoggllery ty
life. Passing life size rock paintings as you go, you can listen to d; a]
visual displays on traditional,and todays Aboriginal society, hear diffffennt
inal languages spoken around Australia, watch a video called 'Lousy Li:'&nt by
and take in the interesting collection of traditional tools, toys, wea tle 8f
ceremonial gear. Photographs in the gallery take us into the desert o ns ang

’

and into the cities, looking at the effect of coloni sation and the La ""itlg.

movement. Sydney locals may even recognise themselves in some of the n: nght.

Go see for yourself! . P °t°91'apha
Paul Burns has worked at the I think a revival of skillg g

Australian Museum in Sydney for 4 message of the exhibition,

months as a NESA trainee. Originally

from Cairns, QLD, Paul spoke to J: What are the future plang ¢,

Jumbunna about his job: Aboriginal Australia e"hibit;o;;

P: It is a permanent exhibitj
there are plans for more phoye, "
of Aboriginal communitie oar

: . S -aroung
Australia and a mobile exhibijtj
is planned which will meap ﬂn:
more people will get to gee the
Aboriginal Australia exhibitigp
around the country. The museyp
plans to put a similar display W
Aboriginal artefacts, drawhms,
photographs onto a train and alg,
onto a truck, which will vigit
schools and supermarkets and vigj
country areas. Also the present
video - Lousy Little Sixpence yoy
can view in the gallery, will be
changed in future,

J: What sort of work do you do at the on <
Museum?

P: I work as a teachers assistant at
the Aboriginal Australia Gallery at
the Museum. I take school groups
through the gallery, giving them
question sheets and I help them
with any problems they have answer-
ing them. I'm also learning about *
computer programming in this job.

J: Do many Aboriginal students visit
the Aboriginal Australia Gallery?

P: Aboriginal students from Redfern
and Darlington Primary have visited
At an inservice meeting at Darling-
ton Primary, the children made

posters and drawings of the J: How has the public responded to
Wandjina and the Rainbow Serpent sxhibitions
and wrote stories after they came ' .

P: We've had great public response.
to the Museum. Three to four g e paas

Many teachers have written in to
say they think it's great to see
Aboriginal person show the kids
around. Some Aboriginal TAFE s
ents said that there weren't

artefacts from NSW and inland ri

classes visit the Aboriginal *
exhibition a day, often they go

through themselves and by mid-day

the gallery is packed.

J: Do many Iing:;h school groups visit and they'd like to see more. P
the Aborlglnal Australia Gallery? haps people should write in to
P: Mostly Pylr.nary to Grade 10 schc?ol Museum if they would like to see
groups visit, but:. the gallery 1is any changes to the exhibition.
open to the public and people of
all ages can learn from it: _ J: Would you like to see more Aborigi
Fewe:.: high school groups visit and nal people working at the Mugeun?
I think more teachers §h9uld be P: Yes I would. At the moment theré
made aware of_tl:ze.Aborlgmal are four Aboriginal people
Australia Exhibition. | at the museum — at the museum
1f in
J: Can you.tell lfls.al.:out the Aboriginal ziizn?h:igg;t?frffé é;ngfson from
AuBCralla eXhlbl?lon? . Rockhampton is the Aboriginal
P: It's;. good! I enjoy 1t': every*::lme I * Liaison Officer with the Museum
go in there. I especially like the
Ra?nforc‘est.exhibition. There are J: What have you learned while work
thlx?gs in it from around home st Ehe Mugewmn?
(Cairns) that no one could make P: I have learned more abOUt.Abgrin
today - like the woven fishing nets nal history, how people llVﬁome'
and tools - they're irreplaceable. the past, than I learnt at
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t ; : int, "t
he amount of 'Cultural bias' our children must participarlous Foint, thi?-_ ig

In other words a ve : te in
LY non-Koori situation that j v
our ways and doesn't tafe oUr Ways irte accomt...ls Culturally different to

*Linda Burney
Executive Offjcer
. ARy

THE ANSWERS, SCORING SCALE AND INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEST ARE ON THE NEXT p
DO THE TEST BEFORE YOU TURN OVER. TIME ALLOWED 10 MINUTES, "E,
%k

1. Mac SILva was FAMOUS FOR PLAYING WHAT?
(A) FOOTBALL  (R) GUITAR  (C) DRUMS (D) SOCCER

2. IF SOMEONE CALLED YOU BREAD, WOULD IT MEAN
(A) YOU'RE WHITE (B) LIKE A BROTHER (C) YOU'RE A BAKER
(D) YOU'VE GOT DOUGH

3. IF YOU SAW A GUNGIBAL, WOULD YOU BE LOOKING AT A
(A) SOLDIER (B) POLICEMAN (C) WELFARE OFFICER (D) FOOTBALLER

4. BLACK LACE IS
(A) SATIN UNDERWEAR (B) A GLASS OF STOUT  (C) A SWIG OF METHO AND
BOOTPOLISH (D) A POP GROUP

5. IF YOU WERE CALLED A GUB, WOULD IT MEAN YOU WERE A
(A) WHITEMAN (B) A BROTHER (C) A FRIEND (D) AN ENEMY

6. KOORI UNITED IS
(A) AN ADVANCEMENT SOCIETY (B) A POLITICAL PARTY - (C) A FOOTBALL

(D) A POP GROUP

/. WHICH IS THE ODD ONE OUT?
(A) NeAKU  (B) NARWAN (C) PIGIBILLA (D) GAMILAROI

8. IF YOU HAD A MEAT, WOULD IT MEAN
(A) GET TOGETHER (B) A LEG OF LAMB (C) SEX APPEAL (D) A TOTEM

9. IF YOU DRANK GOOM, WOULD YOU BE DRINKING .
(A) CHEAP PLONK (B) HOME MADE BEER (C) METHO (D) NONE OF THESE

10, WHEN IS PENSION DAY?
(A) MonNDAY (B) TUESDAY (C) WEDNESDAY (D) THURSDAY

11. WHo IS RICKY WALFORD? oy
(A) A BOXER (B) A SINGER (C) A FOOTBALLER (D) A POLITICAL

16



) WA FLAYING (00D CARS RN 1 00 B 9 A0
A L O L TR ATy
ATHRENT AV DN OF BEER (AT,

4, WA AR A" -
BUn Wy (R) BCARTES (G)VIEAD 1 1GE (1) GWELEN FEET

TilE COUNTHY ONTCABTE AHEY

iy (\) A LEGN. BERVICE FOR FRINGE IMEL] ERE () A HADICAL POLITICAL PARTY
() A FOOTHALL TEAM (M) A COUNTRY HOCK GROUP
5, WMICIT COLOUR 18 NOT ON T1E KOORT Fl.AG?

() RED (R) BOWN (€) YELEOW (D) HAGK

16, 1F A GOONGE CAUGHT YOU, WHAT WOULD IT HEY
(A) AN OLD AN (B) A POLICEMAN  (C) AN EVIL SPIRIT (€) A VELFARE

WORKER

17, WHAT WOULD YOU DO WITH A MORER BOOMERANG?
(A THROW 1T (B HANG 1T ON YOUR WALL (€) TACKLE IT (D) PAINT IT

18, PAUL COR WAS TIIE
(A) LEADER OF THE AJLP () cHAIRMAN OF NJAGEC, (€ PIESIDENT OF

AL, (D) BECRETARY OF F.CAAT 6T,

19, IF YOU COULD NOT PAY YOUR ELECTRICITY RILL, WHO WOULD YOU GO 107
(A) SOCIAL SECURITY () DAA - (€) CE6 (D) YOUTH AND COMMUNTTY

20, Wrene 18 Donee CITY?
(A) NEAR WALGETT  (B) NEAR MOREE  (C) NEAR DREWARRINA (D) NEAR DOURKE

JUMBBLINNA WYUbD LIKE TO HEAR FROM READERS WHO HAVE DEGIGNED THEIR OWN VERBTONS
DF THH KM" 1y '
ABOUT THIS THAT
fandom sampling extracted a test gommuinity of a 100 vespondents,
Respondents were grouped aceording te §oulo=eoonomie pertormanee level,
Thzu;lrtuh the highest performance level were deened ko be Lhe mosb
ntelllgent,

High Parformance Level 20 Rempondenta
Average Paiformance Level 40 Hespondenta
Helow Average Performance Level 30 Hempondents

Heverely below Average Perfoimance Lavel 10 Hewpondents

The following results were statimtioally relevant, § pointa were awarded
for wach correct response,

High Intelllgence hetween B8 ko 100
Average Intelligenoe lietween 68 to @8
Below Average Inlelliyenue hekwesn B0 to 69
Heverely Below Average Intaelllyenoe Balow 80

| Loo(@) 2. () 3, (W) 4. (D) B (A 60 (@) 7o (€) Plalhblia
GamlLaenl languaus
For poroupline alher
3 ave Koorl ke lhes

Be ) 9, (@ 10, (@) Ll @ 14 (N ML (@ W)

e () 16 () 17. (@) 1B, (@) 1B, (D) B0, ()
‘ N
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