
E N V I R O N M E N T A L WATTLE PARK TEACHERS CENTRE

E D U C A T I O N 424 Kensington Road
Watt le Park S.A. $066

P R O J E C T Telephone: 00 -332- 4535
M I T C H Lt t i a n

15 FEB 19g
APRIL, 1979 anvitonma,,

why i s the na tu ra l env i ronment so appea l ing
t o people? Thousands o f A u s t r a l i a n s head , ?n

for i t each weekend, w h i l e o the rs seek sub- ?
s t i t u tes through gardens, p e t s , p o t - p l a n t s ? N E W S L E T T E R

and even T.V. N 6 K
Is i t the d i v e r s i t y of s t imul i or the d i f f e r - 0. ~
ent quality of s t imul i t ha t cont inua l ly lures a @

people back to nature? Is contact with a oS
nature part of our "genet ic estate"? Desmond O r d a 5 0? >
Morris presented the case fo r such a be l ie f in J1
the Naked Ape in 1966. Certa in ly many Austral ians
have been moved t o e x p r e s s t h e i r f e e l i n g s a b o u t t h e l a n d s c a p e and t h e i r hopes
f o r i t s p r e s e r v a t i o n . T h i s n e w s l e t t e r l o o k s a t a t t i t u d e deve lopmen t t o w a r d s
the n a t u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t t h r o u g h l i t e r a t u r e and a r t .

Urbanites, do no t be dismayed by such adu la t i on of th ings n a t u r a l . Next news-
l e t t e r i s your chance to t e l ] readers why "manscapes" are a lso s u i t a b l e f o r
usufruct ing. Wr i t e i n .

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

"Dear S i r - I ' d l i k e to comment on values educat ion i n r e p l y to n e w s l e t t e r No.3.
The Chr i s t i an b e l i e f t h a t man was made Tn the image o f God has made man a r r o g a n t -
l y decide t h a t , having dominion over the an ima ls , he may c o n t r o l : a l ] na tu ra l r e -
sources f o r h i s own purpose. He's conven ien t l y f o r g o t t e n some New Testament
references to the importance o f o t h e r c r e a t i o n s : The youngest c h i l d can be shown
how b e a u t i f u l l y adapted every c r e a t u r e i s to thep a r t i t plays i n the whole e c o l -ogical scene. E v e n t u a l l y man w i l l be seen as a link in a t o t a l env i ronment . We
won't have High School s tudents s t a t i n g , "Of course we should k i l l every shark
along the coas t , so t h a t s u r f i n g would be safe a t any spot?. . . .

We need to change the system o f making dec i s i ons in terms o f economic v a l -
ues. In th ree years o f s i t t i n g in on loca l min ing hear ings I ' v e perceived a
changing emphasis on the mat te rs to be considered before a lease 1s gran ted , bu t
invar iab ly the m a g i s t r a t e ' s d e c i s i o n w i l l be in f luenced by the a n t i c i p a t e d cconom-
ic value o f the p r o j e c t . . . .

Even tua l l y we need to get the message across t h a t even the man who owns land
rea l l y holds i t in t r u s t f o r f u t u r e genera t ions . The care o f our wor ld and i t s
resources i s an i n d i v i d u a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y each o f us i s ob l iged to accep t . We
Must feel answerable to f u t u r e genera t ions f o r what we a l l o w to happen to i t . "

? W. A. Dove ( Q l d .)

"Dear John - I was most i n t e r e s t e d in your recen t n e w s l e t t e r . Whi le much o f
the same was t r o t t e d ou t aga in , I was impressed w i t h David Stokes? a r t i c l e

(con t inued on p. 2)
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" I t makes you t h i n k , " said anot
land. "You t e l l your ch i l d ren , and they T M Queens.

t h e i r s , and s o o n . " What magnif icent ing; ht te l ]
from a primary school c h i l d - already a a r e o f that fs
march o f the generat ions, and o f the importance1 st r

?anm i t t i n g our her i tage f ron one generation to another

THE ENVIRONMENT :

AN AUTHOR's APPROACH

C o l i n T h i e l e

D i r e c t o r
W a t t l e Park Teachers C e n t r e Ano th id

s e n o t h e r boy fixed h i s s i g h t s on the government a
i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s : " I t m i g h t show the in

t h a t a l l a n i m a l s shou ld be p r o t e c t e d - even germent
andoe t h e d i n g o . "

The h i s to ry o f l i t e r a t u r e abounds with examples o f
s tor ies and poems that have s t i r r e d people's hearts. Very A t an older l eve l , o f course, there {s r
o f ten , having been deeply moved, such people have then ac i t y f o r debate and awareness o f options. piyater Cap.

changed t h e i r minds, t h e i r a t t i t udes , t h e i r "values". A g i r l wrote to me a t some Jength about "Albatross 1 ,1 0
and the rampant o f f -shore o i ] well in the Story: T g

s

s i m p l e s t o r y such as "Unc le Tom's Cabin" shook a whole

n a t i o n on t h e i s s u e o f s l a v e r y . "The M a r s e i l l a i s e " f i r e d a l i t t l e annoyed w i t h m y s e l f because I c o u l d n ' t b e
French n a t i o n a l i s m a f r e s h . And i t was no a c c i d e n t t h a t where my sympath ies l a y - w i t h t h e f isherman orw i Sure
Rousseau, w i s h i n g t o c o n v i n c e h i s f e l l o w s , couched the mess-men on t h e o i l r i g . The w o r l d needs o j ] b a d l y m e the

doub t we cou ld s u r v i v e w i t h o u t i t , but we must conserveage o f ?Emile? i n the f o r m o f a s t o r y .
ou r w i l d l i f e a l s o . "

Emot ions a re a f a c t o f l i f e . They move i n humani ty ,

Some s t u d e n t s , o f c o u r s e , see authors as f a i r gamea t l a r g e . Any e d u c a t o r who i g n o r e s then i s e i t h e r c rass
o r b l i n d . The e x p r e s s i v e a r t s work on them and th rough o r a t l e a s t as m o r a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r rendering assis.?
them c o n s t a n t l y . When we see modern South A f r i c a n drama t a n c e t o be leaguered s tude r i t s : °
abou t a p a r t h e i d , o r read "The Gulag A r c h i p e l a g o " , o r see a
f i l m such as "The Chant o f Jimmy B l a c k s m i t h " , o r s tand be- "Cou ld you p lease w r i t e a shor t (1 -2 page) stop
f o r e a p a i n t i n g o r a p i e c e o f s c u l p t u r e t h a t r e v e a l s some f o r my E n g l i s h c l a s s on ?What you would do i f you hada
a s p e c t o f the human c o n d i t i o n , we e x p e r i e n c e w i t h ou r emo- day t o do a l ] you c o u l d do t o a i d conservat ion?"
t i o n s as w e l l as w i t h ou r i n t e l l e c t s . And o u t o f t h e s e
emot ions - sadness, a n g e r , p i t y , d i s g u s t , so r row, a d m i r a - I cou ld go on and on w i t h f u r t h e r examples, b u t|
t i o n , compassion - we ve ry o f t e n develop o r r e i n f o r c e con- t h i n k the p o i n t has been made. In teach ing about the
v i c t i o n s which a f f e c t ou r f u t u r e a t t i t u d e s and a c t i o n s . env i ronment I c o n s i d e r p o e t r y t o be more powerful than
Whether we speak p l a i n l y and say t h a t we have been i n f l u - po lem ics , t a l e s t o be more e f f e c t i v e than t r a c t s .
enced by ou r f e e l i n g s , o r whether we dress in the Educa-
t o r ' s new clothes and bow to the ?ho l i s t i c impact of the

BOVIROVTTRTTRIETOURDTTTTTTLTOR REETDUTTT T TOTTOT TITITTTINa f f e c t i v e domain" , t h e f a c t i s t h a t we have changed.

I have had some e x p e r i e n c e i n w r i t i n g abou t the en - LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - ( c o n t i n u e d f r o m pd )
v i ronmen t , and I have had a good deal o f response from : . l y his f o u r t h
c h i l d r e n and a d u l t s which i n d i c a t e s t h a t t hey have o f t e n e s p e c i a l l y h i s f o u r t h approach. This i s whatw e at Str t

1 (CAE in Cur r i cu lum Stud ies a re a t temp t i ng to do -been moved t o t h e p o i n t o f new i n s i g h t and new b e l i e f .
t r e a s u r e a l e t t e r f rom a l i t t l e boy who, having read "Storm (1) Look a t the o v e r a l l aims o f an Env. Ed. program: |

7Boy" and seen t h e f i l m , w r o t e t o me in one a l l - e m b r a c i n g - 7 ) .
sen tence: (2) I d e n t i f y bas i c concepts - main ly from Health,

"Mr. Thiele, I'1T never, never NEVER k i l l a pelican." Soc. Studies and Science.
; : : (3 ) I d e n t i f y bas i c process s k i l l s .

A g i r l , deeply involved in a story which, she said, (4) Identify values and attitudes.
"seems l i k e r e a l l i f e t o me? went on w i t h the s i g n i f i c a n t Then we look f o r a c t i v i t i e s t o develop these cor

p o r t e i t s and I fee l as though I am in the s t o r y as cep ts , s k i l l s and a t t i t u d e s th rough values c la r i f i ca t ion
and th rough the c h i l d ' s personal , c lassroom andoutdoor & -

A Year 8 s t u d e n t i n New South Wales admonished me v i ronments .
f o r the f u r y o f t h e b u s h f i r e in "February Dragon". ? I t Wh i le we d o n ' t t a l k abou t Env.Ed. as a disciptine
n e e d n ' t have been so v i c i o u s , " she s a i d . "And t o makeold b u t as an i n t e g r a t i n g or u n i f y i n g approach, i t appears
Barnac le g e t b u r n t , t h a t was h o r r i b l e . " In r e p l y i n g I be unders tandab le t o the students and they are making som
had t o say t h a t u n f o r t u n a t e l y b i g b u s h f i r e s respected e x c e l l e n t resources in the form o f u n i t boxes.
n o t h i n g - n o t even human l i v e s . David Stokes seems to me to be advocatingt e

developed s k i l l s approach r a t h e r than thes e l e c t e d s k i s
isSome c h i l d r e n a re h e s i t a n t abou t con fess ing how deep- approach. In many courses i n ou r schools we 1i

a t t emp t to teach a l l t h e s k i l l s we th ink the childrenl y they have been moved, l i k e the g i r l who s h y l y a d m i t t e d o
t h a t when ?Storm Boy? had a Tump i n h i s t h r o a t , " I had a n i g h t need dur ing t h e y e a r . Un fo r t una te l y when we acl

a l l y need them, t h e s k i l l s have to be taught over ag@ theTump in my t h r o a t t oo " .
{remember the problems w i t h mic roscopes : ) . However»

Some c r i t i c s have cons idered t h a t my purpose in such developed s k i l l s approach uses " r e a l wor ld issues an

teacher then deve lops those s k i l l s which are necessaryI consp i cuous l y se t o u t t o teach,
I accep t the (depending on the read iness and develcpment o f the one

We d o n ' t need new m a t e r i a l s t o develop the sk i l l s ae ge

a l r e a d y have handouts , books, l ab . manuals, e t c .| ut

books i s t o o o v e r t .
t hey say, and become the " G r e a t D i d a c t i c " .
p r o p o s i t i o n q u i t e h a p p i l y . F r e q u e n t l y I do se t o u t t o
teach abou t the env i ronment , but I hope I do n o t a l s o ;

pi . i i i n n e r . .r each need to use the m a t e r i a l s in a d i f f e r e n t meandercock (s.Ae)

I hope the s t o r i e s e n t e r t a i n , j u s t as I hope t h a t my
T am are

They eeva lues and a t t i t u d e s a re shown f i r m l y and c l e a r l y .
t h e r e f o r e heartened when a commentator w i t h the p e r c e p t i o n "Dear John - C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s on your newslet ters: | as

ve ry i n t e r e s t i n g and use fu l and c e r t a i n l y FiTT & sophie?!
je new

and experience o f Rosemary Wighton wr i tes: i
"There is no need for Colin Thiele to give his eo c e t s t s published very d i t t i e n . the rohope the news?

readers e x p l i c i t lectures about conservation . . . p of cuvironmenta? education. f t h i s year: )
The hidden persuaders in his prose work most l e t t e r w i l l continue a f t e r the end of t >Bi ro (Vic.
chi ldren into a passion o f p ro tec t ion is t emotion." letter wil l ais

E d i t o r ' s Note - I t i s in tended t h a t the a p e role ?grt
E v e n w h e n y o u n g r e a d e r s a r e n o t w r e n c h e d e m o t i o n a l l y F i n i s h a t t h e e n d o f t h i s y e a r a s t h e e d i t o a d e r s 2,

I f , h o w e v e rs h e m a d e 300!the s t o r y can s t i l ] p resen t env i ronmenta l issues as p a r t p r o j e c t t e rm ina tes in December.
o f t h e i r own e x p e r i e n c e , and so a f f e c t t h e i r a t t i t u d e s and w i t h P . B i r o ' s s e n t i m e n t s , m o v e s w o u l d need t o

t o f i n d a me thod o f m a i n t a i n i n g t h e n e w s l e t t e r .decisions. ; ed
?You can never escape from c i v i l i s a t i o n , " said a Correspondence is welcom 2 5 s

Year 5 boy from Vic tor ia . SRSEEERREELEELELEGEELERESEEEEESELEEBEEEESEEESEA
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ENTAL AWARENESS IN THE WORK OF CONTEMPORARY
nVIRONM

AuSTRALIAN CHILOREN'S WRITERS

Anne Hazell
1 Libraries Branch

c c jon Department,
S.A.

Educat

That the landscape has
ad a s t imu la t ing e f f e c t upon

australian a r t i s t s and w r i t e r s
has been apparent s ince t h e days o f the f i r s t s e t t l e m e n t .
through the years , Conrad Mar tens and John Glover s t r u g -
gied t o come t o terms w i t h new p l a n t s and an imals bathed
in a much st ronger l i g h t t h a n in Europe; Ban jo Pate rson
and Adam Lindsay Gordon used t h e rough, untamed landscape
ag a complement t o t h e i r r o u g h , untamed c h a r a c t e r s ;
Henry Handel Richardson and M a r t i n Boyd p o r t r a y e d peop le
torn between t h e i r l é v e f o r t h e European and A u s t r a l i a n
landscape and c u l t u r e . E a r l y c h i l d r e n ' s a u t h o r s such as
Ethel Turner and Mary Grant Bruce w r o t e books i n which
?push? s e t t i n g s played a ma jo r r o l e a l t h o u g h in f a c t , in
an already urban ised s o c i e t y , t h i s s e t t i n g was t o t a l l y un-
fami l ia r t o many o f t h e i r r e a d e r s .

Recently however, A u s t r a l i a n c h i l d r e n ' s au tho rs
have begun t o respond much more p o s i t i v e l y t o t h e i r en -
vironment, r e f l e c t i n g c u r r e n t t r e n d s about such s o c i a l
jssues as p o l l u t i o n and c o n s e r v a t i o n . I n the f o l lowing
a r t i c l e re ference w i l l be made t o some o f the contemporary
chi ldren 's f i c t i o n i n which t h e a u t h o r s , bo th o v e r t l y and
covert ly, show t h e i r sympathy f o r t h e i r phys i ca l s u r r o u n d -
ings.

The land i t s e l f i s t h r e a t e n e d in C o l i n T h i e l e ' s
"The Schnuks", a s t r o n g l y d i d a c t i c p i c t u r e book in which
man?s d i sas t rous impac t upon t h e env i ronment i s exp lo red i n
both the t e x t and i l l u s t r a t i o n s . Less d r a m a t i c but p robab ly
of more immediate re l evance t o t h i s younger age-group i s
"Keep Out" by Noela Young, whose p l e a s a n t p i c t u r e book t e l l s
abdut a group o f c i t y c h i l d r e n who conv ince t h e a u t h o r i t i e s
to create an adven tu re pl ayground on an u n s i g h t l y d e m o l i t i o n
site. The e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f a more s u b t l e approach i n prom-
oting a cause such as c o n s e r v a t i o n i s nowhere more apparen t
than in a comparison between the: book "Storm Boy" (a l so by
Colin Th ie le ) and p a r t s o f t h e f i l m . Throughout t h e book
the Coorong and i t s f l o r a and fauna emerge as an area w o r t h
preserving a t almost any c o s t , w h i l e in t h a t s e c t i o n o f t h e
f i lm where the dune buggies t h r e a t e n t h e a r e a , the s u b t l e t y
is l o s t and less impact i s made upon t h e v i e w e r . Motor
bike r i d e r s who l e a v e a t r a i l o f d e s t r u c t i o n a re again the
v i l l a i n s in Nance D o n k i n ' s "Yel lowgum G i l " (a Hamish Hami l t on
Antelope book) in whiéh a sma oy 1s hol idaying w i t h h i s
grandparents i n Western V i c t o r i a on t h e edge o f a N a t i o n a l
Park. However t h e i n c i d e n t w i t h t h e b i k i e s i s blended
inte Denk in 's o v e r a l l p l o t .

For o l d e r c h i l d r e n , a r e a d a b l e , a t t r a c t i v e and a t t h e
ame time i n f o r m a t i v e book on t h i s theme i s ?Pel ican P o i n t "
» Sue Couper, who r e l a t e s i n d i a r y form the adventures o f
the ou? o f c h i l d r e n on a camping h o l i d a y where once again
Thi environment i s endangered by g reedy a d u l t s . In
S o u ? S ?Albatross Two" an o i l r i g o f f t h e south c o a s t o f
due h A u s t r a l i a t h r e a t e n s t o d e s t r o y the l o c a l f i s h i n g i n -Stry as w e l l as the f a i r y penguin p o p u l a t i o n . Both o f
reade novels r e p r e s e n t consc ious a t t e m p t s t o make t h e i r
the ers aware o f the c o n s e r v a t i o n i ssue , but the s y p p a t h y o f
n o v e l s ors f o r the env i ronment in t h r e e Tess d i d a c t i c
the ai L o n g t i m e P a s s i n g " by Brinsmead and "Conquest o f

a p a r e c e and "The ?River K ings" by Fatchen i s e q u a l l y
Tue i e _In these s t o r f e s , readers a re in t roduced t o the

f e l l ; ounta ins b e f o r e the d e v a s t a t i o n o f unplanned t r e e -
o f y (Brinsmead) and the R ive r Mur ray b e f o r e the e f f e c t s

P o l l u t i o n became so apparen t (Fa tchen) .

dren w t h istobel Matt ingly is an author f o r younger c h i l -
ay urbs introduces the need f o r conservation into every-

of the a n a e s as well as into country l i v i ng . ?Batt le
ceed t h m a i n e e g "Show and Te l l " and ?Lizard Log? suc-
while a t t ing children aware of the-balance of naturehe same t ime encouraging them t o examine and

a p p r e c i a t e v a r i o u s a s p e c t s . More demanding and h o r r i f y -
ing i s "The Death o f a Wombat" by Ivan Smi th , whose s im-
p l e t e x t i s u n d e r l i n e db y C l i f t o n Pugh's m a g n i f i c e n t
p a i n t i n g s which show a b u s h f i r e , s t a r t e d by a b o t t l e
which has been c a r e l e s s l y l e f t b e h i n d , r a c i n g t h r o u g h a
h e l p l e s s animal community. Wh i le some d e s t r u c t i o n may
be the r e s u l t o f ca re lessness and i g n o r a n c e , o t h e r b i r d s
and mammals are s u b j e c t e d t o d e l i b e r a t e d e s t r u c t i o n as
i s t h e case o f t h e mut ton b i r d s on an i s l a n d i n Bass
S t r a i t where t h e i r annual m i g r a t i o n p r o v i d e s the b a c k -
ground f o r Mavis Thorpe C l a r k ' s n o v e l , "The Hundred I s -
lands" , i n which a f a m i l y i s s p l i t because o f the f a t h e r ' s
and s o n ' s c o n f l i c t i n g views abou t t h e t r a d i t i o n a l
s l a u g h t e r i n g of these b i r d s . For t h o s e who a r e o u t o f
s tep w i t h i t , such as Socker and Kevin in Joan P h i p s o n ' s
"The C a t s " , n a t u r e i t s e l f may appear as a t h r e a t w i t h
unusual w i n d s , f a l l i n g t r e e s and f e r a l c a t s comb in ing t o
t e r r i f y the a n t a g o n i s t s .

P a r a l l e l l i n g t h i s d e v e l o p i n g response t o t h e en -
v i ronmen t has been a growing awareness o f t h e r i g h t s o f
the l a n d ' s o r i g i n a l i n h a b i t a n t s and o f t h e need to p r e -
serve t h e i r c u l t u r e . For t h e f i r s t t ime o l d e r c h i l d r e n
have a v a i l a b l e t o them l i v e l y , s e n s i t i v e s t o r i e s i n c o r -
p o r a t i n g A b o r i g i n a l my tho logy f r o m P a t r i c i a W r i g h t s o n
"The Ice i s Coming? and "The Dark B r i g h t W a t e r " ) and B i l l
S c o t t ?Boori? as w e l l as s e r i o u s nove l s which a t t e m p t
to e x p l a i n the impor tance o f t h e s e b e l i e f s , such as " T h e
Curse o f t h e T u r t l e " by Thomas Roy. Younger c h i l d r e n
can a p p r e c i a t e t h e r i c h , v i b r a n t c o l o u r s o f the Cape York
landscape which a re r e c a p t u r e d i n the b e a u t i f u l p i c t u r e
books, "The Gian t D e v i l D i n g o , "The Rainbow Serpent? and
"The Quink ins? by Abor ig ina l a r t i s t , D ick Roughsey.

Concern f o r our su r round ings ex tends beyond t h e
phys i ca l landscape and i t s i n h a b i t a n t s t o the g r a c i o u s
b u i l d i n g s e rec ted by our p redecesso rs . Ted Greenwood
pleads f o r t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n o f a charm ing o l d o f f i c e -
b u i l d i n g sandwiched between s k y - s c r a p e r s in h i s p i c t u r e
book, "Joseph, Lu lu and the P r i n d i v i l l e House P i g e o n s " ,
w h i l e a f r a n t i c e f f o r t t o save some lace i r o n w o r k i s t h e
c e n t r a l a c t i v i t y o f Graham J e n k i n ' s h i l a r i o u s poen , "The
Famous Race f o r Wombat's Lace" . O l d e r c h i l d r e n w i l l
i d e n t i f y w i t h Ruth P a r k ' s he ro ine i n " C a l l i e ? s C a s t l e " ,
where t h e g i r l ' s need f o r p r i v a c y l e a d s t o t h e r e s t o r a -
t i o n o f a l ong -d i sused area o f he r f a m i l y ' s Sydney home.
To t h e he ro ine o f Th ie le?s "The Hammerhead L i g h t " , t h e
d e m o l i t i o n o f t h e o ld l i g h t h o u s e r e p r e s e n t s t h e end o f
her ch i l dhood as she r e a l i s e s t h a t n o t a l l a d u l t s a re as
l o v i n g and s u p p o r t i v e as he r f a m i l y and the o l d man t o
whom t h e l i g h t h o u s e i s home.

These then a re a few o f t h e books a v a i l a b l e a t p r e s -
ent t o help A u s t r a l i a n c h i l d r e n become aware o f t h e i r
env i ronment and t h e r e f o r e t o a c t r e s p o n s i b l y towards i t .
In some, the a u t h o r ' s message i s o n l y too o b v i o u s ; i n
o the rs the c o n s e r v a t i o n theme i s s k i l f u l l y woven i n t o
s t o r i e s which may a t t r a c t c h i l d r e n ? s a t t e n t i o n f o r o t h e r
reasons. x

. xI n y
8 AND I 'M AFRAID WE SIMPLY CANNOT COUNTENANCE
THE WAN Y o u FeRCE YOUR OWN OPINIONS ON ?THE

CHILDREN, MISS S M T H . ?
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~~ o w ta
There is a cont rad ic t ion in ta lk ing of the environ-

ment as a special? stimulus for a r t i s t i c endeavour. I f the
environment is "surrounding objects and circumstances"
(Shorter Oxford Dic t ionary) and our mental processes use as
raw mater ia ls the sensations and perceptions o f the world
a b o u t us t h e n a l l a r t i s t i c e x p r e s s i o n , i n c l u d i n g t h a t i n v o l v -
i n g i m a g i n a t i o n a n d f a n t a s y , d e r i v e s f r o m i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h
t h e e n v i r o n m e n t . S e n s a t i o n i s o f t h e e n v i r o n m e n t a n d i s a

n e c e s s a r y c o n d i t i o n f o r a l l a r t i s t i c a c t i v i t y . T h u s , d i s -
c u s s i o n o f t h e r o l e o f t h e e n v i r o n m e n t i n a r t t e a c h i n g i s
n o t a m a t t e r o f w h e t h e r o r n o t b u t r a t h e r o f t h e q u a l i t y o f
e x p e r i e n c e s o f t h e e n v i r o n m e n t . An e s s e n t i a l e l e m e n t o f
a r t t e a c h i n g t h e r e f o r e i n v o l v e s t e a c h i n g s t u d e n t s how t o
d e v e l o p t h e i r a w a r e n e s s o f t h a t w h i c h i s s e n s e d , p a r t i c u -
l a r l y v i s u a l l y . F u r t h e r t h e O p p o r t u n i t y t o r e f l e c t upon
s e n s a t i o n i s i m p o r t a n t a n d o f t e n n e g l e c t e d .

To c o n s i d e r a p a r t i c u l a r e x a m p l e l e t us e x a m i n e a r t
e d u c a t i o n as a p a r t o f o u t d o o r c a m p i n g a c t i v i t i e s f o r c h i l -
d r e n a t a s u b u r b a n s c h o o l . L e t me h a s t e n t o p o i n t o u t
t h a t I am n o t s u c c u m b i n g t o t h e a l m o s t a u t o m a t i c a s s u m p t i o n
s h a r e d b y many u r b a n t e a c h e r s t h a t " e n v i r o n m e n t a l e d u c a t i o n ?
i n v o l v e s d i s t a n t a n d d i f f e r e n t e n v i r o n m e n t s r a t h e r t h a n
t h a t o f t h e home, s c h o o l , s u b u r b and c i t y . The e x a m p l e i s
c h o s e n b e c a u s e t h e i s s u e s seem c l e a r e r i n t h i s s e t t i n g .
A n o n , I s h a l l r e l a t e t h e e x a m p l e t o t h e b r o a d e r i m p l i c a -
t i o n s o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l a w a r e n e s s g e n e r a l l y . The s c e n a r i o
i s a l a r g e s u b u r b a n s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l . T h e c l a s s t e a c h e r
o f a g r o u p o f 35 Y e a r 10 s t u d e n t s d e c i d e s t o c o n d u c t a

f i v e - d a y u n d e r - c a n v a s camp f o r t h e s t u d e n t s i n t h e v i c i n i t y
o f a r e m o t e o c e a n b e a c h . The p u r p o s e i s t o e x t e n d t h e
c h i l d r e n ' s l e a r n i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n t h e i r u s u a l s u b j e c t
a r e a s . V a r i o u s o f t h e s u b j e c t t e a c h e r s a g r e e t o p a r t i c i -
p a t e . R i c h o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r g e o g r a p h y , b i o l o g y , h i s t o r y
( t h e r e a r e s h i p w r e c k s a n d a b o r i g i n a l s i t e s i n v o l v e d ) and
s o c i a l s t u d i e s a r e q u i c k l y i d e n t i f i e d . I t i s assumed t h a t
e q u a l l y o b v i o u s o p p o r t u n i t i e s e x i s t f o r t h e a r t t e a c h e r .

S e v e r a l d i f f e r e n t p o s s i b i l i t i e s p r e s e n t t h e m s e l v e s
f o r d e v i s i n g a p r o g r a m f o r t h e w e e k . One a p p r o a c h c o u l d
f o l l o w a l i n e o f r e a s o n i n g a k i n t o :

The s tuden ts have learned p a i n t i n g and drawing
techn iques .
The camp s i t e i s " s c e n i c " .
T r a n s p o r t p a i n t , p a p e r , d r a w i n g i m p l e m e n t s , e t c .
t o t h e s i t e .

A t p r e d e t e r m i n e d t i m e s s t u d e n t s e x e r c i s e t h e i r
a c q u i r e d s k i l l s t o p r o d u c e p a i n t i n g s a n d d r a w i n g s .
T h e o u t c o m e i s s e e n i n t e r m s o f o n e o r more com-
p l e t e d d r a w i n g s .

A l t hough such a program can and has r e s u l t e d in suc-
cesses f o r some c h i l d r e n my exper iences o f such p lann ing
a re not encourag ing. The a c t u a l i t y o f t e n e n t i a l s a group
o f s tuden ts u n c o m f o r t a b l y us ing m a t e r i a l s and techniques
developed in the s p e c i a l i s e d con f ines o f the school a r t
s t u d i o . Sand embroidered p a i n t , the unplanned markings on
w i n d - f l a p p e d paper , and p o s s i b l y w o r s t , the con f inement f o r
the p e r i o d o f p r o d u c t i o n a l l serve to d i senchan t the s tud-
en t s .

An a l t e r n a t i v e , and I w o u l d s u g g e s t u l t i m a t e l y more
s a t i s f a c t o r y a p p r o a c h , c o u l d be s t r u c t u r e d as f o l l o w s :

T h e s i t e p r o v i d e s t h e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r new and d r a m -
a t i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t s e n s o r y e x p e r i e n c e s f o r m o s t o f
t h e s t u d e n t s .
C o p i o u s t i m e i s a l l o c a t e d f o r s t u d e n t s t o s e e , f e e l
and h e a r .
P l a n n e d d e v i c e s c a n h e i g h t e n s e n s o r y o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
( C o n s i d e r ? c o l o u r h u n t s " - " t o u c h e x c u r s i o n s " -
?worm's eye v i e w s " , e t c . )
O p p o r t u n i t i e s t o r e f l e c t i v e l y exper ience the t o t a l i t y
e f t h e su r round ings a re planned. (Cons ider s o l i t a r y

w a l k s t h r o u g h a d u n e s y s t e m - Perhapsa «

t h e f o o t p r i n t s " dev i ce w i t h Students we folloy
two or t h r e e m i n u t e i n t e r v a l s under uno king at
b u t w a t c h f u l s u p e r v i s i o n to avo id the euUSive
o f l o s t s t u d e n t s ) . POSsibitity
Time i s a l l o c a t e d f o r d i d a c t i c discourse
jences - perhaps around the campfire at ni ex
Impress ions are recorded by means of sketent:
w r i t i n g and i m p o r t a n t l y by photography ( books,

o f a camera by s tuden ts o f f e r s numerous he
Many images can be recorded qu i ck l y and-sinentagey,
Changing l i g h t can be recorded. Using t ly,
v i e w - f i n d e r he lps t o d e f i n e the f i e l d of Vig
Photographs can emerge as a r t forms in theip
r i g h t . Students can be equipped wi th simp}
eras f o r b lack and w h i t e photography cheap] e cap.
S k i l l s i n us ing equipment a re r e a d i l y acquired
The immediate outcome i s in the store o f sense
impress ions aided by the t a n g i b l e records of th
camp. e

The l o n g - t e r m outcome f o r a r t i s in the Products
o f s t u d i o work o v e r succeeding weeks or months
The u l t i m a t e wor th o f the a r t i s t i c outcome isi n
terms o f the a c q u i r e d s e n s i t i v i t y toward and under
s tand ing o f the envi ronment experienced, .

Per.

ra

The a b o v e i s a s i m p l i s t i c b l a c k v s . w h i t e vieyo f
two a p p r o a c h e s t o a r t a c t i v i t i e s as a p a r t o f outdoor
e d u c a t i o n . A p p r o a c h e s t o u s i n g c r a f t a c t i v i t i e s and
t h e a t t e n d a n t i m p l i c a t i o n s w i t h r e g a r d to u s i n g natural
r e s o u r c e s , e p h e m e r a l sand s c u l p t i n g , e t c . have been left
a s i d e . The message i s e s s e n t i a l l y t h a t any planned
i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h t h e e n v i r o n m e n t as i t r e l a t e s t o ar t
e d u c a t i o n can b e c o n c e i v e d and i m p l e m e n t e d i n terms of
m a k i n g w o r k s o f a r t o r as w o r k s o f a r t a r i s i n g from re-
f l e c t i o n upon e x p e r i e n c e . T h e l a t t e r v i e w suggests
t h a t t h e p r o c e s s e s can be c a t e g o r i s e d as an in te rac t ion
o f a t l e a s t t h e f o l l o w i n g :-

t o OBSERVE
EVALUATE
UNDERSTAND
REFLECT UPON
REFORMULATE
COMMUNICATE

I f t h e e x a m p l e a b o v e i s t r a n s l a t e d t o t h e t o t a l process
o f i n v o l v i n g s tuden ts i n making a r t i t becomes clear tht,
whether they pro fess i t o r n o t , a l } a r t teachers are 10
volved in env i ronmenta l educa t ion . The example holds
the case o f s tuden ts p a i n t i n g from s t i l l l i f e i n the e t
c lassroom, c r e a t i n g images from t h e i r d a i l y l i f e a n de
i n a more i n d i r e c t way when t h e y f a n t a s i s e .

THE STIMULUS OF NEW FRONTIERS

igh
Dur ing 1978-1979 the B i o l o g y s t a f f ofDarwinH e

School , in c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e T e r r i t o r y Parks snducte?
l i f e Commission's W i l d l i f e Research U n i t , have ?ng
r e g u l a r s e r i e s o f weekend camps f o r studentsd o i

11 and 12 B i o l o g y . ite
iculat Sy.

These camps have been conducted at a part icu eft!

that is f a i r l y unique in the top end of the Merest and

to ry in that i t contains several types of roach at
has only recently been disturbed by buffalo ¥
major destroyer of many of the habitats of t

nts and a
Las t y e a r we had about 60 d i f f e r e n t s t u d e o f exPe \

s t a f f members invo l ved in c a r r y i n g out a s e r e int
ments on the f l o r a , fauna and phys ica l Factor ats a uf
ac t in t h e s e systems, I t has g iven our stu (al l o f o F
o p p o r t u n i t y t o p a r t i c i p a t e in " r e a l " reseat and 215?

data a re used by the W i l d l i f e Research Un ie sits 1" ?ye s
s tudents t h a t a s c i e n t i s t i s n o t someone ted by exPe i
l a b o r a t o r y , wear ing a wh i te c o a t , surroun is tO prov!
equipment. Abother r o l e o f t h i s program ! 1)

s tuden ts w i t h work exper ience . (eontirued on P
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Environmental Education. What i s i t ? As a Cur r i -
un Advisor in Geography and Environmental Studies t h i s i s ,

perhaps the most common question asked o f me.

One o f the t h i n g s w h i c h d i s t i n g u i s h e s the c u r r i c u l u m
taught. in ACT schoo ls f r o m t h a t t a u g h t in schoo ls in o t h e r
fust ra l ian States 1s t h a t i t s deve lopment i s e n t i r e l y
school-based. That i s , t e a c h e r s have t h e freedom t o dev-
elop the i r own courses o f s t u d y a t a l l l e v e l s - t h e r e i s no
rescribed course in any area o f t h e school c u r r i c u l u m . ACT

education is compar tmen ta l i sed i n Secondary Co l leges (Years
11 and 12), High Schools (Years 7 t o 1 0 ) , Pr imary Schools
( y e a r s1 to 6) and P r e - s c h o o l s .

Five o f Canber ra ' s s i x Secondary Co l l eges o f f e r a
course e n t i t l e d Env i ronmenta l S t u d i e s , the o t h e r o f f e r i n g a
course cal led Envi ronmenta l Sc ience . The s i x Co l leges
offer these courses w i t h the Sc ience , r a t h e r than the S o c i a l
Science f a c u l t y . A l l cou rses have been a c c r e d i t e d w i t h the
ACT Accredi t ing Agency and a l l have r e c e i v e d T e r t i a r y En-
trance approval .

With respec t t o t h e Years 7 t o 10 High Schoo ls , f o u r
have courses e n t i t l e d Env i ronmen ta l S t u d i e s , f i v e have u n i t s
of Environmental S tud ies i n c o r p o r a t e d in Geography cou rses ,
four have u n i t s o f Env i ronmen ta l S tud ies i n c o r p o r a t e d in
mre general courses such as Humani t ies and S o c i a l Sc ience ,
one has a u n i t o f Env i ronmenta l S t u d i e s i n a Sc ience course .
Only one High School has no courses or u n i t s p e r t a i n i n g t o
Environmental Educat ion. Of t h e f o u r t e e n High Schools , two
offer courses a t Year 7 , f i v e a t Year 8, e leven a t Year 9
and eleven a t Year 10.

A l l courses and u n i t s o f work a re e l e c t i v e s and have
been examined by t h e i r High School?s c u r r i c u l u m commi t tee ,
approved as part o f the Educa t ion Program f o r t h a t school
and forwarded to the Schools O f f i c e where i t i s ensured
that they conform t o the c r i t e r i a dec ided on by t h e ACT
Schools A u t h o r i t y .

As c l o s e l y as i t can be a s c e r t a i n e d , a t l e a s t 50% o f
the 65 ACT Government p r i m a r y schoo ls e i t h e r dabb le i n o r
teach qu i t e e x t e n s i v e l y e lements o f Environmenta}? Educa t ion .

P e t e r Hobbsk e k e

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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bro Many schools a re t a k i n g i n i t i a t i v e s in deve lop ing
t h e Fars i n E n v i r o n m e n t a l E d u c a t i o n . T h e s e r a n g e a c r o s s

and u l l spec t rum from smal l sca le a c t i v i t i e s in awareness
an e n s i t i v i t y t o a t o t a l R-7 c u r r i c u l u m developed a g a i n s t

NVironmental educat ion f ramework .

There a re many d i f f e r e n t f o c i f o r the deve lopments .
R-7 area t h e s e tend t o be th rough school p r o j e c t s ,

p lan ts o r a n i m a l s ; an inc reased use o f t h e educa-
e r v i c e s at t h e Zoo and Bo tan i c Gardens; an i n t e g r a l

Qutdoor the r é g u l a r c u r r i c u l u m ; maximum use o f A r b u r y Park
Which | choo l ; an inc rease in o u t - o f - d o o r s a c t i v i t i e s

cams Some ins tances i n v o l v e s t h e use o f c l osed schoo ls
P schools.

In the
€epin

t i o n a l s
part o f

t iescon the 8-12 area the subject specific outdoor ac t iv i -
Seiise jg Inue t o deve lop ; o u t d o o r educa t i on i n the genera]
Users og 109 taken ser iously by several schools; the

School camps, standing camps and excursions place

more emphasis on env i ronmen ta l conce rns ; INSPECT a c t i v i -
t i e s a re c o o r d i n a t e d by the C o n s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l ; s e n i o r
courses in Env i ronmenta l S tud ies and N a t u r a l Resources Man-
agement as w e l l as t o p i c emphases in t r a d i t i o n a l s u b j e c t s
o f f e r a p a r t i c u l a r f o c u s f o r s e n i o r c l a s s e s .

A number o f teachers have been g i v e n s c h o l a r s h i p s t o
under take ou tdoor e d u c a t i o n d i p l o m a s .

The development o f schoo ls grounds w i t h t h e i n i t i a -
t i v e f rom w i t h i n the schoo ls themselves o r t h r o u g h t h e
D i r e c t o r a t e o f Educa t i ona l F a c i l i t i e s has r e s u l t e d i n
some amazing t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s .

As y e t t h e r e i s no c o o r d i n a t i n g group f o r e n v i r o n -
menta l educa t i on but t h e wheels a re b e i n g p u t i n t o m o t i o n :

k k k k s L e s t e r R u s s e l l

TASMANTA

The Tasmanian Educa t ion Depar tment a c c e p t s t h e need
f o r env i ronmen ta l educa t i on b u t b e l i e v e s t h i s s h o u l d t a k e
p lace w i t h i n t h e e x i s t i n g c u r r i c u l u m , excep t a t upper
secondary l e v e l where i t may be s t u d i e d as a s e p a r a t e sub-
j e c t . At o t h e r l e v e l s env i ronmenta l e d u c a t i o n i s seen as
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y , i n v o l v i n g s c i e n c e , s o c i a l s c i e n c e and
o u t d o o r educa t i on .

H.S.C.Level (Grades 1 1 - 1 2 ) .
S j r onmen ta l S t u d i e s " a t e i t h e rtuden ts may s tudy "Env

Jevel 11 o r 111 b u t t h i s s u b j e c t has n o t as y e t been
approved f o r m a t r i c u l a t i o n purposes by t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f
Tasmania. The s y l l a b u s has e v o l v e d f r o m t h e V i c t o r i a n
H.S.C. " A g r i c u l t u r a l and Env i ronmen ta l S c i e n c e " .

In 1978 a t o t a l o f 215 s t u d e n t s in a l l seven s e c o n d -
a r y c o l l e g e s in Tasmania s tud ied H.S.C. E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Stud ies ( t o t a l H.S.C. enro lment in Tasmania = 3 , 9 0 7 ) .

J u n i o r Secondary Leve l (Grades 7 -10 )
Env i ronmenta l Stud ies does n o t e x i s t as a s e p a r a t e

s u b j e c t in any High o r D i s t r i c t School . The Sc ience and
S o c i a l Science S y l l a b u s e s i n Tasmania a re e n v i r o n m e n t a ll y -
b iased b u t t h e e x t e n t t o which t h i s i s so i n o t h e r s u b j e c t s
i s l a r g e l y dependent upon i n d i v i d u a l t e a c h e r s . .

Most High Schools t h r o u g h o u t t h e S t a t e a re i n v o l v e d
in o u t d o o r educa t i on t o some e x t e n t and t h i s p r o v i d e s t e a -
chers f rom a l l s u b j e c t a reas w i t h t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o
develop i n t e g r a t e d env i ronmen ta l programs.

I n 1975 a Committee on Env i ronmen ta l E d u c a t i o n c o n -
s i s t i n g o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m s c h o o l s , t e r t i a r y i n s t i t u -
t i o n s , museums and the S t a t e Department o f t h e Env i ronment
recommended t h a t env i ronmen ta l s t u d i e s be i n i t i a t e d w i t h i n
the e x i s t i n g secondary sc ience program l a r g e l y because t h e
sc ience s y l l a b u s p laced s t r e s s on t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the
env i ronment ( e . g . A.S.EP. u n i t s ) . The Educa t ion Depar tment
accepted the ma jo r recommendat ions o f t h i s Committee and
s u b s e q u e n t l y recommended t h a t each i n d i v i d u a l school shou ld
develop a d i s t i n c t o v e r a l l p o l i c y towards e d u c a t i n g f o r t h e
env i ronment . I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o assess t h e e x t e n t t o
which t h i s i s o c c u r r i n g ; i t would c e r t a i n l y v a r y f rom
school t o s c h o o l .

Primary Leve l (Grades K-6
There has been a most consp icuous r e t u r n in r e c e n t

y e a r s t o s t u d i e s o f the n a t u r a l env i ronment IN t h e e n v i r o n -
ment. Consequent ly t h e r e has been a g r e a t demand f o r r e -
sources such as t h o s e produced by t h e Gould League o f V i c -
t o r i a . There i s however no Departmenta l p o l i c y on E.E.
a t t h i s l e v e l .

S t u d y C e n t r e s
O v e r t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s some 6 S t u d y C e n t r e s h a v e

been e s t a b l i s h e d t h r o u g h o u t Tasmania in response t o a

tremendous i n t e r e s t i n o u t d o o r e d u c a t i o n demonst ra ted by
schoo ls .
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Down D 'En t recas teaux Channel way much i n t e r e s t i s
focused on t h e Mar ine S tud ies Cent re which i s nea r i ng com-
p l e t i o n . B r a i n c h i l d o f f o rmé r Woodbridge D i s t r i c t High
School Science teache r A l l i s t e r M a r t i n who was a success-
f u l a p p l i c a n t f o r a Schools Commission I n n o v a t i o n s g r a n t ,
t h e C e n t r e when f u l l y o p e r a t i o n a l w i l l c a t e r f o r groups o f
secondary s tuden ts - s i x t e e n a t a t ime w i t h a t e a c h e r - t o
v i s i t f o r a d a y ' s program o f mar ine s tudy .

P a r t o f t h e I n n o v a t i o n s g r a n t o f $47,250 has been
used t o c o n s t r u c t a j e t t y and t o c o n v e r t a f o rme r s c a l l o p -
s p l i t t i n g shed on the f o r e s h o r e to a modern, f u l l y - e q u i p p e d
l a b o r a t o r y , mar ine museum and study c e n t r e which w i l l
c a t e r f o r a wide range o f a c t i v i t i e s i n c l u d i n g p r a c t i c a l
f i s h e r i e s , w a t e r samp l ing , c l a s s i f i c a t i o n o f mar ine an imals
and p l a n t s , n a v i g a t i o n s k i l l s and s tudy o f seashore eco logy .

_ A d d i t i o n a l a s s i s t a n c e and coope ra t i on has been r e -
ce i ved from the Tasmanian Government which has generous ly
made a v a i l a b l e the fo rmer F i s h e r i e s Development A u t h o r i t y
vesse l F .R.V. Penghana w i t h the p r o v i s i o n o f a s k i p p e r and
main tenance and runn ing cos ts on a long - te rm bas i s . Modi-
f i c a t i o n s t o the F.R.V. Penghana have been completed and
w i l l e n a b l e f u l l use to be made o f a l l mar ine resou rces in
t h e area.

Most J u n i o r Secondary Schools i n Tasmania now have
o u t d o o r educa t i on programs and t h e r e i s an e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g
use o f r e s i d e n t i a l c e n t r e s by P r i m a r y Schools . The r e c e n t -
l y t e r m i n a t e d " T a g a r i " p r o j e c t i n v o l v e d Years 7-10 s t u d -
en ts in extended l i v e - a w a y exper iences w i t h i n urban and
r u r a l env i ronmen ts both in Tasmania and on the main land .

The E d u c a t i o n Depar tment , the D i v i s i o n o f Recreat ion
and a f e w i n d i v i d u a l schoo ls have developed some 14 s i t e s
and c e n t r e s a l o n g w i t h resource m a t e r i a l s .

T e a c h e r D e v e l o p m e n t
O v e r t h e l a s t f e w y e a r s t h e r e h a s b e e n an i n c r e a s i n g

demand from teachers f o r i n s e r v i c e t r a i n i n g in the use o f
the o u t d o o r s . As a r e s u l t Teacher Development o f f e r e d a
number o f seminars i n 1978. . In 1979 seminars i n v o l v i n g
the s t u d y o f mathemat ics in the ou tdoo rs w i l l be o f f e r e d .

G r a n t G o d f r e yz k a e k k e k K

VICTORIA

v

A POLICY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION?
R e s t r u c t u r i n g i n the Educa t ion Department o f V i c t o r i a has
r e s u l t e d in t h e f o r m a t i o n o f a ma jo r c u r r i c u l u m d e t e r m i n -
ing body, t h e C u r r i c u l u m C o u n c i l . Th i s Counci ] w i l l have
a number o f J o i n t A d v i s o r y Committees t o a d v i s e i t i n sev-
e r a l new and d e v e l o p i n g areas o f t h e c u r r i c u l u m , in p a r t i -
c u l a r t h o s e t h a t a re i n t e r - d i v i s i o n a l i n scope. The f i r s t
t o be e s t a b l i s h e d i s t h e J o i n t A d v i s o r y Conmi t tee on En-
v i r o n m e n t a l Educa t ion . I t i s t o be the f o c u s f o r d e v e l o p -
ments i n env i ronmen ta l educa t i on and w i l l adv i se the? C u r r i -
cu lum Counc i l on p o l i c y deve lopment , sugges t i ons f o r p r o -
j e c t s , p r o d u c t i o n o f m a t e r i a l s , and t h e p r o v i s i o n o f sup-
p o r t s e r v i c e s . The Committee i s b e i n g c h a i r e d by Dr .G.R .
Maddocks, A.D.G. ( C u r r i c u l u m and P lann ing ) and has r e p r e s -
e n t a t i v e s f r o m t h e t h r e e t e a c h i n g d i v i s i o n s , S p e c i d l Se r -
v i c e s D i v i s i o n , e x t e n s i o n s e r v i c e s , t e r t i a r y i n s t i t u t i o n s
and teache r o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

The f i r s t f u n c t i o n o f t h i s Committee w i l l be t o p r o -
duce a comprehens ive s ta temen t on e n v i r o n m e n t a l educa t i on
t o a s s i s t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s and teachers i n d e v e l o p i n g p r o -
grams o f s t u d y .

J i m W i l s o n
k wk k k e k

When we t a k e man as he i s , we make him worse , but when we
take man as i f he were a l r e a d y what he should be, we p r o -
mote him t o what he can be.

G o e t h e

ASSOCIATIONS

ENVIRONMENT

TEACHERS

ASSOCIATION

Late in 1976 a few g r a d u a -
t i n g Melbourne S ta te C o l l -
ege Envi ronmenta l Sc ience A
s t u d e n t s h e l d a m e e t i n g t o d i s c u s s ways i n w h i c h they
c o u l d k e e p i n c o n t a c t a n d s h a r e e x p e r i e n c e s and mater-

A A

j a l s . O t h e r s i n t e r e s t e d i n e n v i r o n m e n t a l e d u c a t i o n aso
a t t e n d e d and f r o m t h i s m e e t i n g a r o s e t h e E n v i r o n m e n t
T e a c h e r s A s s o c i a t i o n . T h e m e m b e r s h i p a t t h e endo f March
1 9 7 9 was a r o u n d 239 , M n s t members a r e s e c o n d a r y teachers
b u t we a l s o h a v e t r a i n e e t e a c h e r s , t e r t i a r y s t a f f and som
p r i m a r y t e a c h e r s .

The main aims o f the ETA a r e :
To p r o m o t e and f o s t e r an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y
a p p r o a c h t o e n v i r o n m e n t a l e d u c a t i o n .
To promote the p r o f e s s i o n a l development o f teach-
e r s o f env i ronmen ta l educa t i on .
To c o o p e r a t e w i t h o t h e r o r g a n i s a t i o n s interested
in a n d / o r i n v o l v e d in env i ronmenta l education.

(1)

(2)

(3)

Our main a c t i v i t y i s t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f the journal
EINGANA, t w i c e pe r term. I t s ma jo r f u n c t i o n i s to pro-
v ide p r a c t i c a l m a t e r i a l s which a re o f re levance to the
c lass room teache r . Regular f e a t u r e s inc lude teaching
u n i t s ; i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e H.S.C. Environmental
Sc ience course ; ideas f o r e x c u r s i o n s ; in fo rmat ion on
env i ronmen ta l o r g a n i s a t i o n s ; r e v i e w s , e t c .

A mon th l y n e w s l e t t e r o f c u r r e n t environmental events
i s a lso p u b l i s h e d . Other a c t i v i t i e s inc lude inservice
educa t i on and p a r t i c i p a t i o n on v a r i o u s committees con-
cerned w i t h e n v i r o n m e n t a l educa t i on . We have establis
a resou rce c e n t r e in the V i c t o r i a n Environment Centre '
l i b r a r y . L a t e r t h i s year we hope t o p u b l i s h a r a n g e°
a u d i o - v i s u a l m a t e r i a l s .

Although we are a Vic tor ian based organisation,
would welcome members and material for publication 1
other states. For fu r ther information, contact:

E .T .A . c / - 28 Hunter S t r e e t , Fern t ree Gul ly.
V ic . 3156

Peter Biro
(President)

M I N

e r w k e R e e &

THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND

"ECOFEST" oO G )
?

Env i ronmen ta l educa t i on e e
a c t i v i t i e s f o r m a ma jo r e
component o f t h e C o n t i n -
u ing E d u c a t i o n programs
o f the U n i v e r s i t y o f
New England.

ces at T
The University's two regional ofn coast) cond

?Namoi Region) and Co f f s Harbour (Nor th
j o i n t program t i t l e d ECOFEST.
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This program has been i n e x i s t e n c e f o r t h r e e years
evolved out o f t h e S p r i n g Schoo ls conduc ted i n the

and mbungles- Aim o f t h e program is t w o f o l d : To p r o -
warru a r t i c i p a n t s w i t h a broad e c o l o g i c a l ove rv iew o f the
vide e u l a r s i t e being v i s i t e d ; and t o a s s i s t in t h e dev-

opment o f b i r d / a n i m a l / p l a n t i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s k i l l s .

RESOURCES
site based Schools in 1979 include:
Dorr igo N a t i o n a l Park - A p r i l 13-16
Mt.Kaputar N a t i o n a l Park - Augus t 16-21
Tweed V a l l e y - September 3-7
Macquarie Marshes - September 28-Oc tober 5

Wilson River (near Wauchope) - September 290
October 1

Another aspec t o f t h e program are the v a r i o u s
e c i a l i s t schools which f o r 1979 a r e :

Plant I d e n t i f i c a t i o n - P t . M a c q u a r i e - dune 15-18
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f R a i n f o r e s t P l a n t s - L i s tmore

- J u l y 6 -8
Wild Food - t o be se t
P r i nc i p l es o f Eco logy - weekend School i n L ismore .

1. A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC - and Ske tches Here and There
i n a n e

A l d o L e o p o l d , Oxford U n i v e r s i t y Press $4 .65

Th i s book i s abou t the C o n s e r v a t i o n E t h i c , w r i t t e n when f e w
dared t o q u e s t i o n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f " p r o g r e s s " . A book
w r i t t e n by a s c i e n t i s t in 1948 and s t i l l be ing r e p r i n t e d in
1977 must be abou t more than s c i e n c e . I am s o r r y I d i d n ' t
read i t i n my a d o l e s c e n t y e a r s b e f o r e I op ted i n t o o n e o f
the " t r u e c u l t u r e s " f o r i f ever a work d e f i e s t h a t d i v i s i o n
i t i s Aldo L e o p o l d ' s . I leave i t to the passage b e l o w t o
i l l u s t r a t e the i n s p i r a t i o n t o be found in t h e chang ing
rhythms o f the e a r t h as seen on L e o p o l d ' s sandy farm in W i s -
c o n s i n , U.S.A. The book r a n k s w i t h t h e works o f Amer ican
a u t h o r s Henry Thoreau and John M u i r . I t ' s no wonder t h e
U.S.A. was the f i r s t c o u n t r y in the w o r l d t o d e c l a r e a

ECOFEST i s f u r t h e r d e v e l o p i n g i n t o t h e HERITAGE f i e l d
and t h i s year t h e r e w i l l be a program "DOWN THE CASTLEREAGH
. . . i n song" du r ing J u l y 5 - 9 .

Fur ther d e t a i l s abou t ECOFEST a re a v a i l a b l e f rom the
North Coast Regional O f f i c e o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f New Eng-
land, P.0. Box J 200, Co f f s Harbour J e t t y , 2451.

R . P r a t e r

a h h

?| don ' t care i f 1 a m a l e m m i n g ? I ' m n o t g o i n g . "

( f r om ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS
see p . 8 )

S E E E E E E E E E S E E E S S S E E E 5 5 5 5

STIMULUS OF NEW FRONTIERS - ( c o n t i n u e d f r o m p . 4 )

Some o f ou r r e s u l t s have f i l l e d in gaps in t h e ranges
o f several amphibians and we have d i s c o v e r e d a n a t i v e mouse

t h a t has an unusual chromosome nunber f o r t h a t s p e c i e s .
Besides these more s p e c t a c u l a r r e s u l t s ( a t l e a s t t o a s p e c -
l a l i s t ) we a re a l s o g a t h e r i n g b a s e - l i n e data t h a t may be
Useful in de te rm in ing a b u f f a l o management program and
fu tu re usage o f t h e s e areas as parks and r e s e r v e s . Th i s
work i s a t the f r o n t i e r s o f B i o l o g y , and t h e s t u d e n t s g e t a
real f e e l i n g o f e x c i t e m e n t and t h e i r c u r i o s i t y grows r a p i d l y .

These t r i p s have a l s o prov ided many o t h e r b e n e f i t s
and a much more mean ing fu l i n t e r a c t i o n between s t a f f and
Students than can o c c u r i n a c lass room s i t u a t i o n .

Don Z o e l i n e r
k k w k S e n i o r Teacher , Sc ience

SSSagg ga RTg g g T S E S S S S S S

T ?

hopearn to dominate Nature we must f i r s t learn to obey
8 S i r Pranoia Bacon

- good.

N a t i o n a l Park ( A u s t r a l i a was the s e c o n d : ) .
J . H . S m it h

Quote f r o m pp .81 , 82

Pines above the Snow

Acts of creation are ordinarily reserved for gods and poets,
but humbler folk may circumvent this restriction i f they
know how. To plant a pine, for example, one need be neither
god nor poet; one necd only own a shovel. By virtue of this
curious loophole in the rules, any clodhopper may say: Let
there be a tree?and there will be one. ,

I f his back be strong and his shovel sharp, there may
eventually be ten thousand. And in the seventh year he may
lean upon his shovel, and look upon his trees, and f ind them

God passed on his handiwork as early as the seventh day,
but I notice He has since been rather noncommittal about
its merits. I gather either that He spoke too soon, or that
trees stand more looking upon than do fig leaves and firma- _

men ts .

The pine's new year begins in May, when the terminal
bud becomes ?the candle.? Whoever coined that name for the
new growth had subtlety in his soul. ?The candle? sounds like
a platitudinous reference to obvious facts: the new shoot is
waxy, upright, bri t t le. But he who lives w i th pines knows
that candle has a deeper meaning, f o r at i ts tip burns the
eternal flaine that lights a path into the future. May after
May m y pines fol low their candles skyward, each headed
straight for the zenith, and each meaning to gett h e r e t i f
only there be years enough before the last t rumpet blows.
I t is a very old pine who at last forgets which of his many
candles is the most important, and thus flattens his crown
against the sky. You may forget, b u t no pine of your own
planting wi l l do so in your lifetime.

I f you are thr i f t i ly inclined, you w i l l f ind pines congenial
company, for, unl ike the hand-to-mouth hardwoods, they
never pay current bil ls out of current earnings; they l i ve
solely on their savings o f the year before. I n fact every p ine

carrics an open bankbook, in which his cash balance is
recorded by 30 June of cach year. I f , an that date, bis com-
pleted candle has developed a terminal clustez of ten or
twelve buds, i t means that he has salted away enough rain
and sun for a two-foot or even a three-foot thrust skyward
next spring. I f there are only four or six buds, his thrust w i l l
bea lesser one, but he wi l l nevertheless wear tha t peculiar
a i r that goes w i th solvency.

: e a a a
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2 . ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS : THE WORLD

_ $ 4 . 2 7
R. Sweeney , H a r c o u r t B r a c e J o v a n o v i c h , 1977

Th i s book o f case s t u d i e s examines the concep t o f " t h e
wor ld env i ronmen ta l system" by i n t r o d u c i n g issues such as
t h e q u a l i t y o f l i f e , g rowth and l i m i t s , the commons, hun-
g e r , p o l l u t i o n , e q u i l i b r i u m , and values in a c t i o n . I t
a t tempts t o show the r e l a t i o n s h i p between n a t u r a l resou rces ,
p o l i t i c a l and economic systems and human values n o t by

eS Scientists are concerned about technology more important
some of the practical uses to its possible harm to the =
which their theories may be put. S@nvironment?or vica versa?
To you, are the benefits of Explain.

3. MAN AND LANDSCAPE I N AUSTRALIA : TOWARDS AN

e e
. ae ; ECOLOGICAL VISION

m o r a l i z i n g b u t by p r o v i d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n and then ask ing T S
q u e s t i o n s such as : George Seddon and Mar i Davis ( e d s . ) Austral ian Goy-

"Do you r e l y on y o u r government t o p r e d i c t such ernment Pub l .Se rv . Canberra, 1976 373 pp. $10.50
events? Or shou ld everyone be a l e r t t o such poss- Th i s book i s t h e second p u b l i c a t i o n o f the Australian
i b i l i t i e s ? ? e c o Committee f o r Man and the Biosphere and consists
0 ; 0 papers f rom a symposium held at the Austral ian

OF h a k e e a e e t e r r a h a e e u s u p p o r t Academy o f Sc ience . Canberra, in mid-1974. The aim, i t
p l i c i t in the t i t l e o f the book, i s t o seek an understan-

I t d o e s n ' t dwel l on pas t d e c i s i o n s but r a t h e r uses them d ing o f how A u s t r a l i a n s p e r c e i v e t h e i r landscape. The
as a bas i s f o r d e c i d i n g how to Took a t t h e f u t u r e -begin- i n d i v i d u a l i t y o f p e r c e p t i o n makes t h i s an impossible task
n ing w i t h t h e L i m i t s t o Growth w o r l d model. The views o f and, a l t h o u g h some common p e r c e p t i o n s can be identi f ied,
s c i e n t i s t s , s tatesmen and a r t i s t s a re used t o good the c o n t r i b u t o r s m a i n l y concerned themselves with analys-
e f f e c t , e . g . . i ng t h e i r own i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h the landscape, histor ic

development o f a t t i t u d e s , p lann ing and decision-making
concern ing t h e env i ronment , o r some combinat ion of these.
In the words o f George Seddon, the general e d i t o r of the
p u b l i c a t i o n , t h e f o l l o w i n g q u e s t i o n s were addressed:

You call your thousand material devices ?laborsaving machinery,?
yet you are forever ?busy.? With the mult ip ly ing o f your machinery
you grow increasingly fat igued, anxious, nervous, dissatisf ied.
Whatever you have, you want more; and wherever you are you want to What t h e r e i s .
go somewhere else . . . y ou r devices are neither time-saving nor What we h a v e d o n e t o i t .
soul-saving machinery. What i t has done t o u s .

What we can and shou ld do in the f u t u r e .

Many contr ibutors described the deteriorat ion in k t
character is t ics o f the landscape which they persona y
value. The deter io ra t ion i s , at times, clearly attr
buted to our exp lo i t a t i ve behaviour but care is ta

Despite the size o f the t r y and c l a r i f y the h i s t o r i c reasons for our overk Vette
task attempted th is book To say t h a t the consensus o f opinion on the future ® '
seems to have succeeded Austra l ian landscape is pessimist ic would be unfarr ore

in provid ing a highly t ions or pa r t i a l solut ions (compromises?) are often r
readable approach to en- sented. The common concern f o r urgent r e s o l u t i o n4 in.
couraging secondary level environmental problems i s a c lear ly ident i f iab le
students to analyse the fy ing theme.
w o r l d ' s environmental ] I t i s d i s t u r b i n g t o s p e c u l a t e abou t how much
problems and prospects. been made towards solving our environmenta propiemltett

J.H.Smith ? these people met in Canberra three years 490° a g e and

t ion o f public a t t i tudes is a pre-requis i te to ; ng
one can' t help recognizing that our ever-incred aggre?

exp lo i t a t i on of the Austra l ian continent has Or changes
vated the problems discussed in 1976. Posit!

BD shouts we use hand-pushed = g e t l o s t in the shadows o f s c a l e . r c o
lawn mowers rather than power who saw ouo n it
mowers, iceboxes rather than U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e r e were few c o n t r i b u t o r s in over¢ ;
refrigerators? What wouldbe p u l s o r y educa t i on system as an e f f e c t i v e a i th is #7

<> What is your reaction to this description?

has
progress nce

someof the advantages and the processes o f environmental deter iorat ion.disadvantages of returning toth > ° .
oldertechnologies? ring tome probably j u s t an e r ro r o f omission. s o k t0 eauest?®

j h is boo

?Ta 1908 rea nota t a I would, however, h ighly recommend t we oat!
? Seonomicel, oerciser® Tet and good ) (eontinued
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The p e r c e p t i o n s o f h i s t o r i a n s , p o e t s , b i o l o g i s t s , e n g i n -
eers , a r c h i t e c t s , j o u r n a l i s t s , e t c . a re w o r t h g i v i n g our
f u l l a t t e n t i o n . We need t h e i r gu idance and e x p e r t i s e t o
broaden ou r own u n d e r s t a n d i n g b e f o r e d e s i g n i n g and i m p l e -
ment ing c u r r i c u l a which use the process o f env i ronmen ta l
educat ion.

Rick Lambert (S tu r t CAE)

4 , ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION RESOURCE DIRECTORY 1 9 7 9 WORLD

IRONMENT DAY - JUNE 5
V i c t o r i a ' s M i n i s t r y f o r C o n s e r v a t i o n has j u s t i s sued

an invaluable (to Vic tor ians) guide to environmental pam- How can we keep our natura] environment?|
phiets avai lable from Vic. Government and non-Government We need unspo i l t natural places. We need
organisations. Contact the Education O f f i c e r , Marta Hamil- them f o r walking, canoeing, sk i - ing or
ton, 240 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne. 3002. climbing far away from the pressures of the

wdern w o r l d . We need them f o r f a m i l y p i c n i c s
and peacefu l s t r o l l s . We need them f o r s c i e n -

E N V I R O N M E N T A L E D U C A T I O N t i f i c research and creative inspiration.
A u s t r a l i a s t i l l has w i l d and n a t u r a l p l aces

l e f t t o choose f r o m . Some c o u n t r i e s a r e n ' t so l u c k y .
R E S O U R C E D I R E C T O R Y But i f we a re t o keep these p laces f o r o u r c h i l d r e n , we

have t o make sure we d o n ' t h e e d l e s s l y d e s t r o y t h e n .
1 9 7 9 We have t o conserve l a r g e enough areas so we can

keep examples o f ou r r a i n f o r e s t , d e s e r t s , a l p i n e c o u n t r y and
we t l ands , as w e l l as ou r c o a s t a l d i s t r i c t s , wood lands ,

e u c a l y p t f o r e s t s and o t h e r env i ronmen ts .

For World Env i ronment Day t h i s y e a r t h e D e p a r t -
ment o f Science and the Env i ronment i s p r o d u c i n g a

O D DE D O U N D E N O E S E E N H U E H A E N O N ; , D O O k l e t , p o s t e r and s m a l ] e x h i b i t i o n t o h e l p make p e o p l eyn

F e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eee e e e e e T e a Tet m o r e a w a r e o f t h e n e e d t o c o n s e r v e the n a t u r a l e n v i r o n -

* * * APOLOGIES * * * m e n t .

\ ¥ WHAT CAN YOU DO?

. O r g a n i s e t r i p s t o y o u r n e a r e s t
N a t i o n a l P a r k s a n d R e s e r v e s and f i n d o u t h o w

t h e y ' r e m a n a g e d and how f a u n a a n d f l o r a
a r e p r o t e c t e d i n t h e m .

. H o l d p u b l i c s e m i n a r s , d i s p l a y s a n 4
s l i d e shows t o l o o k a t t h e n a t u r a l e n v i r o n -

m e n t a l r e s o u r c e s y o u w a n t t o
k e e p i n y o u r d i s t r i c t .

. P lan t r i p s , t a l k s and
c o m p e t i - t i o n s f o r

school c h i l d r e n
based on parks
-and r e s e r v e s .

"ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION IS MOVING - . Talk about
TOWARDS A CONSENSUS" what you're do-

1. I omi t ted the names o f a u t h o r s f rom a number o f
rev iews i n N e w s l e t t e r No.5. They were as f o l l o w s :

i s ]

= 3
J otgeo SB

ge Dd

& s
& ESSENCE I and I I (p.10) - Edi tor 3
f  ENV.ED. TEACHERS HANDBOOK (pp.13,14) 3

ge Review 1 - Ms. C.Lawrence (ACT) oy
2 Review 2 - Dr. A.Lucas (SA) 3
Qe od

f e 3
se 3& 3
= =
e =

=
ge tos]

&

MAGAZINES (p.14) ~ Mr.A.Reid (VIC)

2. The smal] s i z e o f t h i s n e w s l e t t e r p r i n t a l l o w s more
i n f o r m a t i o n per page, b u t some f i n d i t d i f f i c u l t t o
read. Which would you p r e f e r - BIG PRINT and less
i n f o . o r smal l p r i n t and MORE INFO?

T R A R R A R G R E A A R B R E E R G E S R R R G R R I G I S A E E L S E E E E L E EB E B E RRIEEE EES

ing and why, .
This four-page press release from the Environmental w i th local -,
Education Project has been sent to most subject associ- groups ,ser- o b
ations in Aus t ra l i a . However, copies are avai lable vice clubs Zee N

to any subscribers who would l i k e one. and ihe . N a
WORLD K B E ?~

ENVIRON ?

MENT
DAY

1979)
i s more

than j u s t
a day. I t ' s

I found v i v i d joy (in my country boyhood) in the Austra l ian a chance
out-doors; ;but might not my j o y have been deeper i f some- to stimu-
body had taught me to read the story which time had wr i t ten Tate con-
upon the Austra l ian earth? My teachers could not help me cern and
to use my eyes, because nobody had helped them to use t h e i r care for
eyes, St . our natur-

t r Ke i th Hancock al environ-
ments,a chance

t o he lp peop le
unders tand why
we want t o keep

? i t and how we can
zs do this bes t . -

What is the use o f a house i f you haven't got a to le rab le = meee

Planet to put i t on? * h W h M y c a l . v . =Henry Thoreau
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F o x f i r e
In 1966, dur ing his first year of teaching ninth and

tenth-grade English in a 250-pupi l high school in the
Appalachian Mountains of northeast Georgia, Eliot
Wigginton helped his students found a quarterly
magazine that they named Foxfire. As the magazine
struggled t o stay afloat financially, friends w h o be-
l ieved in its educational potential helped him fo rm a
non profit, tax-exempt corporation with in the school
that w o u l d solicit donations and grant support. Well-
t imed grants to that corporation from groups like the
Nat ional Endowment for the Humanit ies and in-
div iduals l ike Kather ine Graham kept it alive, and n o w
the financial ly self-sufficient activities that take place
under the sponsorship o f the Fund are generally
a c k n o w l e d g e d t o c o n s t i t u t e o n e o f t h e m o s t d r a -

m a t i c a l l y s u c c e s s f u l h i g h s c h o o l p r o j e c t s i n t h i s n a t i o n .
ae

Fox f i re Magaz ine
Foxfire is a lichen that glows in the dark. It is also

the quarter ly magazine that remains the comerstone
o f our project.

The contents o f the magazine are drawn from the
ind igenous Appalachian culture from which. the
students w h o edit it come. Tape recorders and
cameras in hand, these high school students fan out
into the i r surrounding communi t ies in an effort to
documen t the once self-sufficient culture that is their
roots. Many of the resulting articles are vehicles
through which grandparents who remember demon-
strate once again, step by step, such nearly forgotten
skills as blacksmithing, plant ing by the signs o f the
Zodiac, log cabin building, cooking on a fireplace.
h ide tanning, spinning and weaving, and the making
of such once-essential i tems as coffins, shoes, banjos.
f l int lock rifles, fiddles, soap and home remedies.
O the r articles are simply monologues in wh ich fasci-
nat ing moun ta in elders recount, through tape-recorded
transcripts, the i r lives, experiences and philosophies.

In the process, the students involved leam not
on ly t h e language arts skills they must master, but
also become engaged in a personal, vital confronta-
tion with their o w n heritage and their own communi ty .

In 1972, a selection of articles f rom the magazine
was publ ished in book farm by Doubleday. The
Foxfire Book is n o w well on its way to passing two
mil l ion copies in print. It was fol lowed by addit ional
vo lumes (Foxf i re 2, 3, 4 etc.) in wha t has become an
open-ended, cont inu ing series. All royalties from the

~10-
A reference library ism a i n t a i n e d

the textthe studentsuse is in thef on?o r e Fund.
updated field manual that theythemse| ONStayf fVes produ. fUEaout o f their o w n experiences.

The second course has
students who wish to undertake n o r a fOr those

projects. These projects, tailored to the i r inde
may be year-long studies of such areas ?terest,
s o u r c e s in o u r c o u n t y a n d h o w t h e y areb e r ter te.

by human use or abuse, unrestrictedsecon? aflectey
development , or traditional mountainn a m , ond fh

plants as contrasted with their Latinname for native
projects m a y take the form of the CTeatio: r e Or .

trails, o r mayor landscaping projects that enh Natiire
repair damage to ?t h e existing environment. anee~or

Th rough these activites, it is hoped that
dents will not on ly emerge far more aware oft hen .

of ou r native environment, but also morec o m ,
to its protect ion and enhancement initted

F o x f i r e R e c o r d s
T h e Foxfire traditional music program is an e w

arm of the organization which explores yet another
dimension o f southem mountain culture. At the core
of the program are three elective high school courses.

Appalachian folklore and folklife is a broad-besed
introduct ion to Appalachian traditional cuiture focus.
ing on the local communi ty . A rangeo f bo th oral and
material genres are covered including music, tales
jokes, superstitions, architecture, foodways, and folk
medicine

F o x f i r e F u r n i t u r e
For those students truly interested in hand work

and craftsmanship, an outlet is n o w available through
the creation of exact copies (pegged together with
hand-whit t led wooden pegs) of the finest examples
of traditional mounta in hardwood fumi ture that we
could find. Produced under the supervision o f gen-
uine mounta in craftsmen, the line available for the
general publ ic will include, eventually, some twenty
different pieces ranging f rom rocking chairs t o tables,
sideboards to c o m e r cupboards, pie safes to meal
chests.

Why?

sale of these books go to The Foxfire Fund, Inc to
underp in t h e other activities it n o w provides, in the
fo rm of elective courses, wi th in the publ ic high school

E n v i r o n m e n t a l S t u d i e s
Moun t ing concem over the lack of factual knowl-

edge abou t and sensitive concem for ou r fragile and
distinctive environment, even a m o n g our high schoo!
graduates, fed us, in 1977, t o hire yet ano the rs t a f t
m e m b e r w h o has created t w o n e w courses in our high
school.

O n e o f the courses, through extensive act iv i ty in
the outdoors, introduces the students to native plant
and animal species that they m a y be unfami l ia r with,
and shows them in graphic detail h o w these species
are interdependent and how their habitats are affected
by man. Students also actively part ic ipate in ongoing
exper iments sponsored by the Fund such as wo rk with
irradiated Amer ican chestnut seedlings, raising native
herbs and wildflowers, graft ing fruit trees, beekeeping
a n d t h e testing o f various aardening practices.

+ a e s .

From the first day Foxfire magazine began to the
present, every activity we have sponsored has sprung

out of a realization of the shocking paucityo f postive
awakening experiences that exist for kids at thehigh

school level, It is our goal, therefore, toeventualy
implement at every level and in everydepartment

ou rpubl ic high school,a t least one sobd,posit
experiential, community-based elective course
quality end products in which students can takeo y

uine pride and from which they can derivej u s t i !
assurance of their competence, ability and a with
Thus the environmental courses are now lin i pub

the biology department, the magazineand boo es
lishing courses with language arts,Appalachianwaive
with social studies, Appalachian musica n d media

photography with the arts, videotape 4" the par
sciences, and so on. Future offerings are n son #5

ning stages and will be implemented 5
feasible. i, e c o n o

The e m p h a s i so n quality endproductsB e frm
to process, but important nevertheless. ht is that they
adesire not only t o provet o the sbdere
have tremendous untapped reservoirs04 fact of Be in

butalsofrom t h edesire to correct 8 S20 gi out
our community: a scarcity of jobsf o r e ? Through
graduates to move away to work | (record

building and shaping of many of ourd i tione c ) end
production, publishing, furnitureprodusome guden®

the testing of new kinds of endeavors selves hert
are actively creating future jobs for be
at home.

It?s not an unrealistic effort. Foxfire. and s e
gan in 1966 with one teacher. 140 nis of OOF ng
donations from businesses and resi by SP. intr
community. It has since grown, step And we
operation you have just read about
even started.


