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To prophesy t s e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t , e s p e c i a l l y w i t h r e s p e c t to the f u t u r e .

Chinese Proverb

A l v i n T o f f l e r ' s c r i t i q u e o f the f u t u r e l i n k e d the a c c e l e r a t i o n i n t h e r a t e
o f accumula t ion o f knowledge w i t h the a c c e l e r a t i o n in the r a t e a t which phys i ca l
and s o c i a l env i ronments change. I t suggested t h e r e were l i m i t s to human a d a p t a -
b i l i t y t o t h i s r a t e o f change which when exceeded r e s u l t e d i n " F u t u r e Shock?.

There was a time when 2 man learned the language of his
society and made use of it, with litt le change, throughout his
l i fet ime. H i s ?relationship? wi th each learned word or gesture ( p - 1 6 2 )
was durable. Today, to an astonishing degree, i t is not. , .

P r io r to
1500, by the most optimistic estimates, Europe was producing
books at a rate of 1,000 titles per year. This means, give or
take a bit, that it would take a full century to produce a lib-
tary of 100,000 titles. B y 1950, four and a half centuries later,
the rate had accelerated so sharply that Europe was producing ( p . 3 7 )
120,000 titles a year. What once took a century now took only
ten months. B y 1960, a single decade later, the rate had made
another signif icant jurnp, so that a century?s worx could be ( P a n P a p e r b a c k )
completed in seven and a half months. And, by the m id -
Sixties, the output of books on a world scale, Europe in-
cluded, approached the prodigious figure of 1,000 titles per
day.

In The Green Pages : D i r e c t o r y o f non-government env i ronmen ta l g roups i n
A u s t r a l i a , the A u s t r a l i a n Conservat ion Foundation notes the number has a imos t
doubled s ince 1974. When c o l l e c t i n g envi ronmenta l m a t e r i a l s put ou t by e n v i r o n -
mental, governmental and i n d u s t r i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i t soon becomes c l e a r t h a t t he
problem f o r t o d a y ' s e n v i r o n m e n t a l e d u c a t o r i s h o w t o _ s e l e c t f r o m t h e v a s t a r r a y
of m a t e r i a l s a v a i l a b l e - once he knows o f t h e i r e x i s t e n c e .

But i f q u a n t i t y i s one problem what o f q u a l i t y ?
A seminar on the "Resources f o r the Teaching o f Envi ronmenta l Educat ion"

held in V i c t o r i a in 1976 produced the f o l l o w i n g comments from teache rs .

There i s an u r g e n t need f o r a resource d i r e c t o r y . M a t e r i a l should be
cata logued accord ing to c o s t , na tu re and l e v e l o f t a r g e t group.

Mos t d e p a r t m e n t a l p u b l i c a t i o n s a r e w r i t t e n f o r a m y t h i c a l ? g e n e r a l p u b l i c "
r a t h e r t h a n d i r e c t e d t o w a r d s a n y s p e c i f i c g r o u p . I t w a s f e l t t h a t i t
m i g h t be a more e f f e c t i v e s t r a t e g y f o r such o r g a n i s a t i o n s t o c o n c e n t r a t e
on one m a j o r c l i e n t g r o u p .

Many e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s s u e s a r e c o n t r o v e r s i a l and p u b l i c a t i o n s a r e o f t e n
produced by o r g a n i s a t i o n s w i t h vested i n t e r e s t s . P u b l i c a t i o n s advoca t ing
a p a r t i c u l a r v i e w p o i n t should i n c o r p o r a t e the dec is ion -mak ing process
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M a t e r i a l s p repared should r e v o l v e around " r e a } l i f e "
s i t u a t i o n s . Many government depar tmen ts and a u t h o r -
i t i e s are r e l u c t a n t t o produce educa t i ona } m a t e r i a l
based on " s e n s i t i v e a reas? , p r e f e r r i n g t o p resen t
s imulated o r more remote e x p e r i e n c e s . The issues
must be r e l e v a n t t o s t u d e n t s .

The language o f t h e m a j o r i t y o f p u b l i c a t i o n s i s
j n a p p r o p r i a t e . I t i s f r e q u e n t l y too s o p h i s t i c a t e d
and makes too much use o f j a r g o n temns.

The m a t e r i a l shou ld t r y t o i n v o l v e t h e s t u d e n t - i t
should i n c o r p o r a t e a c t i v i t y .

Some o f t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n s d e s c r i b e d below employ
education or i n f o r m a t i o n o f f i c e r s to cope w i t h some o f
these problems. Educa t ion Departments have seconded
teachers t o s i f t t h e v a s t i n f o r m a t i o n s t o r e s j n Museums,
Art G a l l e r i e s , Zoos and Bo tan i c Gardens ( b u t n o t i n U n i -
v e r s i t i e s ) and p r e p a r e a p p r o p r i a t e m a t e r i a l s . M o s t l y
education o f f i c e r s work i n i s o l a t i o n from each o t h e r .
However as schoo l -based c u r r i c u l a deve lop t h e onus to f i n d
and se lec t a p p r o p r i a t e m a t e r i a l s f a l l s on the c lass room
teachers.

One prophecy t h a t cou ld be made w i t h some s u r e t y i s
tha t the i n f o r m a t i o n e x p l o s i o n w i l l c o n t i n u e . I f t h i s i s
so then " e d u c a t i o n a l d i s t i l l e r i e s " w i l l be e s s e n t i a l t o
ensure teachers? l i m i t s o f a d a p t a b i l i t y a re n o t exceeded
and c h i l d r e n r e c e i v e t o d a y ' s i n f o r m a t i o n f o r tomor row 's
wor ld. Wi thou t such , e d u c a t i o n w i l l n o t keep up w i t h
real world issues - and in Dav id S t o k e s ' terms ( N e w s l e t t e r
No.3) could not be Env i ronmen ta l E d u c a t i o n .

THE NEED FOR COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Mar ta H a m i l t o n , E d u c a t i o n / E x t e n s i o n O f f i c e r w i t h t h e
V i c t o r i a n M i n i s t r y f o r C o n s e r v a t i o n

Funds and resources a v a i l a b l e f o r Env i ronmenta l
Education are l i m i t e d and u n l i k e l y t o be inc reased i n the
near f u t u r e . The problems o f the env i ronment are o f t e n o f
immediate concern. Yet v i r t u a l l y a l l o f these scarce r e -
sources are committed to a t t e m p t s t o i n f l u e n c e the t h i n k -
ing o f a mere 25% o f the community - a t present t h e l e a s t
i n f l u e n t i a l , the l e a s t power fu l segment o f the popu la t ion
+ the ch i l d ren and young a d u l t s in formal educa t i on . The
remainder o f the community, the 75% which vo tes , pays taxes
and makes d e c i s i o n s which a c t most d i r e c t l y on the e n v i r o n -
ment i s e f f e c t i v e l y ignored.

Adu l t s , w i t h t h e i r i n g r a i n e d biases and p r e j u d i c e s ,
are d i f f i c u l t t o reach , but t h e i r importance in de te rmin ing
the outcome o f c u r r e n t env i ronmenta l ma t t e r s , coupled w i th
the v i t a l r o l e t h a t t hey can p l a y i n r e i n f o r c i n g d e s i r a b l e
a t t i tudes in c h i l d r e n , s u r e l y q u a l i f i e s them as a ma jo r
target group i n any se r ious a t t e m p t a t env i ronmenta l educa-on.

Because o f t h e i r r e l a t i v e i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y t o f o r -
mal processes, the o b j e c t i v e s o f env i ronmenta l educat ion
programs aimed a t an a d u l t aud ience must remain modest.
Four aims seem a p p r o p r i a t e , and e q u a l l y i m p o r t a n t , l i k e l y
to be a t t a i n a b l e w i t h the a d u l t s e c t i o n o f the community: -

Raising consc iousness o f env i ronmenta l i s s u e s ;

Raising awareness o f i n d i v i d u a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r
community e f f e c t s on the env i ronment ;

Emphasising the importance o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y s i g -
n i f i c a n t d e c i s i o n s f o r the p resen t as w e l l as the
f u t u r e ;

Prov id ing the knowledge, unders tand ing and s k i l l s
hecessary to take a c t i o n on env i ronmenta l i ssues .

. The p r o b l e m r e m a i n s o f d e v i s i n g a p p r o p r i a t e s t r a t e -
g les t o a c h i e v e t h e s e a i m s . W h a t e v e r s t r a t e g i e s a r e a d o p -
ted , t h e y must r e c o g n i s e one c e n t r a l f a c t , A d u l t l e a r n e r s

a r e d i f f e r e n t f r o m c h i l d r e n . T h e y do n o t r e s p o n d t o o v e r t
teaching? but they w i l l learn rap id ly and deeply i f they

are suitably stimulated and convinced o f the importance of
the topic of study.

To achieve success, a w ide range o f techn iques must
be employed inc lud ing mass media - e s p e c i a l l y the e l e c t r o n -
ic media (who can f a i l to be impressed by the impac t o f the
ani te Be in I t " campaign?), d i s p l a y s , shows, formal courses

eveloped in response t o c l i e n t demands, and in fo rma l b u t
m e t i c u l o u s l y planned, i n t e r p r e t a t i o n work in t h e f i e l d ,

®-9. National Parks,

stv Any program based on these p r i n c i p l e s must b e expen-
forma The p r o b l e m s o f e d u c a t i n g t h e a d u l t c o m m u n i t y a r e
p roace le , but the e f f o r t must be made now i f the overall

Sram in this f i e l d i s to have any s ign i f i can t impact.

Enuircniantal Crgenisations

The A . C . F . d i r e c t o r y l i s t s 1198 e n v i r o n m e n t a l g roups
around A u s t r a l i a . The Federal Government i s s u p p o r t i n g 26
o f these in 1978-79 w i t h ma tch ing g r a n t s t o t a l l i n g $350 ,000 . |

S t a t e Governments a l s o p r o v i d e some f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e
from time t o t i m e . Most however r e l y on v o l u n t a r y work .
Below i s a s e l e c t i o n o f some i n v o l v e d i n i n f o r m a t i o n d i s -
semina t i on - a huge task c o n s i d e r i n g the p a u c i t y o f e n v i r -
onmenta l i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e t o "Norm" b e f o r e abou t
1972. I t i s , however, one i n which such groups a re becom-
ing i n c r e a s i n g l y adep t .

W i n e s :*
? c t o v i a n E n v i r o n m e n t Cen t re

Het Eluor, 324 W i l l i a m St ree t . Melbourne, 3000. Phone (03) 329 51°7
bea.

The Envi ronment Cent re i s a r e s o u r c e base f o r commun-
i t y groups and i n d i v i d u a l s i n t e r e s t e d in e n v i r o n m e n t a l
i s s u e s . The C e n t r e does n o t take d i r e c t stands on issues
but r a t h e r a c t s as a back-up s e r v i c e t o bod ies t h a t do t a k e
s tands . A t t h e C e n t r e , groups may p u b l i c i s e t h e i r a c t i v i -
t i e s t o t h e community a t l a r g e . On the o t h e r hand, p e o p l e
i n t e r e s t e d in the env i ronment movement can use t h e C e n t r e
t o f i n d o u t abou t i ssues and g r o u p s , and be i n t r o d u c e d to
people w i t h s i m i l a r i n t e r e s t s . The management o f the Cen-
t re i s t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f the C o n s e r v a t i o n Counc i l o f
V i c t o r i a , an o r g a n i s a t i o n o f over 100 member b o d i e s con-
cerned w i t h t h e env i ronment

In t h i s r o l e the Cent re i s a p o t e n t i a l l y i m p o r t a n t
too l in t h e process o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l e d u c a t i o n . Perhaps
the most i m p o r t a n t aspec t o f the Cent re i s b r i n g i n g t o -
g e t h e r under one room e n v i r o n m e n t a l - c o n s e r v a t i o n o r g a n i s -
a t i o n s which c o n s t i t u t e an i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f the v o l u n t a r y
env i r onmen t movement i n V i c t o r i a .

Neve r the less t h e r e a re problems which have tended t o
dampen f u l l u t i l i z a t i o n o f i t s p o t e n t i a l i n t h i s a r e a .
F i r s t l y , the C e n t r e i s n ' t as w e l l known as i t c o u l d be and
y e t i t o n l y has a l i m i t e d c a p a c i t y t o deal w i t h an i n -
c rease i n demand on i t s r e s o u r c e s .

Second ly , t h e m a j o r i t y o f s tuden ts who c o n t a c t t h e
C e n t r e a re q u i t e unprepared as t o how t o make bes t use o f
the resou rces a v a i l a b l e . Of ten s tuden ts w i l l c o n t a c t us
r e q u e s t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n on " c o n s e r v a t i o n " , - what does one
do? Such e n q u i r i e s p r o b a b l y r e f l e c t a l a c k o f p r e p a r a t i o n
by t h e t e a c h e r concerned. On the o t h e r hand, i f s t u d e n t s
(and t h i s may a l s o i n c l u d e t e a c h e r s ) manage t o v i s i t t h e
Cent re , g e n e r a l l y speaking they h a v e n ' t t h e t ime t o make
use o f the r e f e r e n c e l i b r a r y and so a re o n l y i n t e r e s t e d i n
c o l l e c t i n g cop ies o f t h e few i n f o r m a t i o n shee ts t h a t a re
a v a i l a b l e .

As a r e s o u r c e base t h e Cent re has t a k e n a p a s s i v e
r o l e i n t h e f i e l d o f env i ronmen ta l educa t i on and t h i s a l s o
a p p l i e s t o many g roups a t the C e n t r e which p r o v i d e i n f o r m -
a t i o n on c o n s e r v a t i o n i s s u e s . An a c t i v e r o l e i s taken by
groups whose p r i m a r y f u n c t i o n i s e n v i r o n m e n t a l e d u c a t i o n ,
j . e . Env i ronment S tud ies A s s o c i a t i o n , Env i ronment Teachers

A s s o c i a t i o n , and t o some e x t e n t I n s p e c t .

t e ? mo T e ne ares ~ TR r e e o e t e T o T e o
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E e 2 ) QUEENSLARD CONSERVATION COUNCIL
?_? F o u . P o x l o a , S o i t n Q u a y , S r f s c a n e , n i t e , M K . FR, 2 ,

A n e ea t d e o e , : .

The Queensland C o n s e r v a t i o n Counc i l i s a n o n - p r o f i t ,
v o l u n t a r y o r g a n i s a t i o n which a c t s as a c o - o r d i n a t i n g body
f o r c o n s e r v a t i o n and env i ronmen ta l groups t h r o u g h o u t
Queensland. As w e l l as ou r community advocate r o t e on
s p e c i f i c i s s u e s , we a l s o p lace a high p r i o r i t y on e n v i r o n -
mental educa t i on t o a l l l e v e l s and s e c t o r s o f t h e commun-
i t y . One o f the ma jo r o u t l e t s f o r t h i s i s v i a ou r E n v i r o n -
ment Cent re a t 147 Ann S t r e e t , B r i s b a n e , which a c t s as a

resou rce c e n t r e f o r i n f o r m a t i o n and c o - o r d i n a t e d a c t i v i t y .
F a c i l i t i e s p r o v i d e d a re f r e e l y a v a i l a b l e t o t h e p u b l i c and
i n c l u d e : .



( i ) L i b r a r y r e s o u r c e s s u c h as b o o k s , J o u r n a l s ,
n e w s p a p e r c l i p p i n g s and a u d i o - v i s u a l m a t e r i a l
on a w i d e r a n g e o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l t o p i c s .

I n f o r m a t i o n r e s o u r c e s and c o n t a c t s w i t h v a r i o u s
Government and non-government bodies and i n d i v -
i d u a l s w i t h e x p e r t i s e in p a r t i c u l a r f i e l d s .

(47)

T h e s e r e s o u r c e s a r e u s e d e x t e n s i v e l y b y s t u d e n t s a n d
t e a c h e r s i n t h e B r i s b a n e a r e a . T h e 0 . C . C . a l s o r e c e i v e s
many e n q u i r i e s f o r i n f o r m a t i o n by l e t t e r a n d p h o n e , and t o
t h e b e s t o f o u r l i m i t e d f i n a n c i a l a n d human r e s o u r c e s , we
t r y t o m e e t t h i s d e m a n d .

As Queensland does n o t have a Devar tment o f E n v i r o n -
men t , ou r C e n t r e t r i e s to make up t h i s d i s c r e p a n c y by p r o -
v i d i n g p u b l i c access t o i n f o r m a t i o n and resou rces t h a t
would be o t h e r w i s e u n o b t a i n a b l e . We p r o v i d e a comprehen-
s i v e mon th l y n e w s l e t t e r t o a s s o c i a t e members ($8 .50 p . a . ) .
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The Canber ra and Sou th -Eas t Region Env i ronment Cent re
(CASEREC) e x i s t s t o :

i n c r e a s e c i t i z e n invo l vemen t in and awareness o f
e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s s u e s ;

p r o v i d e g r e a t e r p u b l i c a c c e s s t o i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t
t h e e n v i r o n m e n t ;

: make a v a i l a b l e s e c r e t a r i a l , p h y s i c a l and i n f o r m a t i n a l
r e s o u r c e s t o groups and i n d i v i d u a l s concerned w i t h
t h e e n v i r o n m e n t thus a l l o w i n g g r e a t e r c i t i z e n i n -
v o l v e m e n t i n e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s s u e s .

The C e n t r e i s p a r t o f a n a t i o n a l ne twork o f e n v i r o n -
menta l c e n t r e s funded by t h e Federal Government. The g r a n t
has v a r i e d f r o m y e a r t o year and i s a ma tch ing g r a n t con-
d i t i o n a l upon the C e n t r e ' s r a i s i n g a c e r t a i n p r o p o r t i o n o f
f u n d s i t s e l f . The C e n t r e has a l s o r e c e i v e d a g r a n t f rom
t h e T o t a l i s a t o r Agency Board.

The C e n t r e i s f o r y o u r use and here t o a l l o w you t o
l e a r n abou t t h e e n v i r o n m e n t and t o he lp you take an a c t i v e
r o l e in e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s s u e s .

T h e C e n t r e p r o v i d e s p e o p l e , r e s o u r c e s a n d i n f o r m a t i o n .

PEOPLE - The C e n t r e has a f u l l - t i m e c o - o r d i n a t o r and
a p a r t - t i m e s e c r e t a r y . They a re a v a i l a b l e t o h e l p you use
the resou rces in t h e C e n t r e , and t o c a t e r f o r y o u r p a r t i c u -
l a r needs.

The C e n t r e p r o v i d e s access t o g roups and i n d i v i d u a l s
a c t i v e i n v a r i o u s e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s s u e s . Employees o f the
A u s t r a l i a n C o n s e r v a t i o n Founda t ion and the Movement A g a i n s t
Uranium Min ing a re based a t the C e n t r e and members o f
F r i e n d s o f t h e E a r t h , Pedal Power and the N a t i o n a l Parks
A s s o c i a t i o n , e t c . a r e p r e s e n t on a r e g u l a r b a s i s .

I n t e r s t a t e and n a t i o n a l groups use the Cent re when
i n v o l v e d i n s p e c i f i c p r o j e c t s i n Canber ra .

INFORMATION - Newspapers a r e c l i p p e d each day and
f i l ed .? The i b r a r y s t o c k s ma jo r e n v i r o n m e n t a l p e r i o d i c a l s
as w e l l as books c o v e r i n g a range o f i s s u e s . The S t a t e and
Federa l Governments have a p o l i c y o f p l a c i n g e n v i r o n m e n t a l
impact s t a t e m e n t s w i t h the C e n t r e f o r use by the p u b l i c .

The C e n t r e a t t e m p t s t o m a i n t a i n a c o l l e c t i o n o f mat-
e r i a l wh ich c a n n o t e a s i l y be found e l s e w h e r e , as w e l l as
knowing t h e l o c a t i o n o f f u r t h e r m a t e r i a l t h r o u g h c o n t a c t
w i t h a wide r a n g e o f e x p e r t s .

_. I n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i n g t o the programs o f S t a t e ,
T e r r i t o r y and Federa l a u t h o r i t i e s i s m a i n t a i n e d .

? s
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The T o t a l E n v i r o n m e n t C e n t r e was e s t a b l i s h e d i n ]
as an o f f i c e o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l a c t i o n and i n f o r m a t i o n ,
Since t h a t t i m e many hundreds o f i n d i v i d u a l s and commur
groups have been a s s i s t e d (campaign o r g a n i s a t i o n , Press
r e l e a s e s , dodge rs , e t c . ) i n t h e i r e f f o r t s t o p r o t e c t th
env i r onmen t , whe ther i t be l o c a l bush land , an urban r i y
o r m a j o r w i l d e r n e s s a r e a . Th i s i s the a c t i o n aspec t o f
o u r a c t i v i t i e s .

E q u a l l y i m p o r t a n t i s t h e i n f o r m a t i o n / e d u c a t i o n s j
A q u i t e unusual l i b r a r y has been b u i l t up over the year
and i n c t u d e s u n p u b l i s h e d government r e p o r t s , speeches a
i ssue f i l e s . One o f the main strengths of the l i b ra ry
i t s c o n c e n t r a t i o n on c u r r e n t i s s u e s . In the l a s t few ye
r e q u e s t s f o r a s s i s t a n c e i n t h e f i e l d o f env i ronmenta l
educa t i on have grown immensely . We a re now a t temp t i ng
f i n d f u n d s t o e m p l o y a f u l l - t i m e l i b r a r y / i n f o r m a t i o n
o f f i c e r .

The Centre 's involvement takes a number o f forms,
i n c l u d i n g

1.

2.

6.

tance.
Endangered Spec ie

I n f o r m a t i o n f o r e s s a y s a n d p r o j e c t s ( i n p e r s o n
r e q u e s t s

I n f o r m a t i o n f o r essay and p r o j e c t s (by m a i l o r
t e l e p h o n e
These r e q u e s t s are more d i f f i c u l t t o s a t i s f y . O f
l i t t l e d e t a i l i s g i v e n in t h e l e t t e r , which may
c o v e r a gene ra l r e q u e s t f o r i n f o r m a t i o n on, f o r ey
ample, " c o n s e r v a t i o n " , " p e s t i c i d e s " , " f o r e s t r y " , ¢
?man and h i s e n v i r o n m e n t " .

Due t o ou r l a c k o f r e s o u r c e s ( b u t not m o t i v a t i o n )
n o t enough i n f o r m a t i o n shee ts a re a v a i l a b l e . I f a
p a r t i c u l a r a r t i c l e i n a p u b l i c a t i o n i s s u i t a b l e f o
t h e s t u d e n t , p h o t o c o p i e s can be made.

One o f the most u r g e n t needs o f ou r i n f o r m a t i o n
s e r v i c e s i s t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f more i n f o r m a t i o n
shee ts and b i b l i o g r a p h i e s .

. Teacher Resources
Requests f rom t e a c h e r s and schoo l l i b r a r i a n s gener
a l l y c o v e r the need f o r a comp le te p i c t u r e o f an
i ssue o r t o p i c .

The C e n t r e does s e l l e n v i r o n m e n t p u b l i c a t i o n s ,
p o s t e r s and a few p e r i o d i c a l s ( e . g . " F o r e s t Eco-
systems: t h e i r f u t u r e i n NSH", ?Wi lderness i n Aus-
t r a l i a " , " H a b i t a t " ) .

- School V i s i t s
I n a r e l a t i v e l y few cases , C lasses o r p r o j e c t g r o u
have v i s i t e d t h e C e n t r e by a p p o i n t m e n t . Shor t dis-
c u s s i o n s have been h e l d on a P a r t i c u l a r environmen-
t a l i s s u e , t h e l i b r a r y , o r t h e r o l e o f t h e Cent re .

+ T e a c h e r T r a i n i n g

Due t o t h e g r e a t e r f reedom g i v e n t o course develop-
men t , a g row ing i n t e r e s t in l o c a l e n v i r o n m e n t a l
p rob lems , and the C e n t r e ' s s t u d y o f ma jo r reg iona l
p rob lems , we have p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e p roduc t i on of
t e a c h e r t r a i n i n g / s e m i n a r M a t e r i a l s .

The bes t example i s o u r Study o f t h e Cooks R i v e r ,
wh ich formed t h e b a s i s o f seminar m a t e r i a l compi led
by t h e NSW Depar tment o f E d u c a t i o n . Other examples
a re the Boyd P l a t e a u and St .George Community Hea l t h
C e n t r e t e a c h e r s ' s e m i n a r .

S t u d i e s |

Some o r i g i n a l s t u d i e s have been comple ted or a re
s t i l l c o n t i n u i n g , f o r example :

s F o r e s t Ecosys tems: t h e i r f u t u r e in NSH"
Macquar ie Marshes"

The Cent re 's research committees are also o f assis
These include - Animal L ibe ra t i on , Energy, and

S.
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f r e e b o y s

- re Counc i l , as the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f o r seven con-
s i g n groups aims t o educa te by a l l means p o s s i b l e a l l

S U N T } o f the community i n u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e p r i n c i p l e s
soe s e r v a t i o n .

~e95e w i t h e x p e r t i s e v i s i t s c h o o l s , c o n t r i b u t e regu -
ie sefermation t o the newspaper, p u b l i s h books and maps
- teaser Is land and C o o l o o l a , i n v i t e p u b l i c p a r t i c i p a t i o n
- - i n t h l y ou t i ngs t o become f a m i l i a r w i t h f l o r a and fauna.

Zach year , t h r e e e d u c a t i o n a l camps ( s a f a r i s ) a re
+ . t 4 e n Fraser I s l a n d , one a t Coo loo la and one sea-go ing
s t a r r to i s t a n d s o f t h e B a r r i e r Reef . A mar ine workshop
r y . teen held on Heron I s l a n d .

Those who c a n n o t c l a i m the same e x p e r t i s e rega rd
treeyelves as agents o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l i n f o r m a t i o n . They
-€fe¢ to the press , t o r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n , t o C o u n c i l s ,
to Clubs, to magazines, and t o members o f P a r l i a m e n t spec-
i f i c i n fo rma t i on p r o f e r r e d by concerned peop le .

D isp lays o f p o s t e r s , l i t e r a t u r e and pamphlets are
c m e t i r e s prepared. Through them awareness o f s p e c i f i c
enetronriental prob lems, N a t i o n a l Parks , p o l l u t i o n , sand-
? in ing, land u t i l i s a t i o n o r s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s (World En-
sironment Day), i s a c h i e v e d .

The p u b l i c a r e i n v i t e d t o a t t e n d when o f f i c e r s f r o m
covernment c e p a r t m e n t s i n v o l v e d i n e n v i r o n m e n t a l c a r e
address m e e t i n g s .

H o w e v e r t h e m a i n e f f o r t i n E . £ . has b e e n d i r e c t e d
towards F r a s e r I s l a n d . Why? F r a s e r I s l a n d has b e e n a

landmark i n many f a c e t s o f c o n s e r v a t i o n h i s t o r y o f A u s t r a -
l i a and i t i s a f a v o u r i t e s u b j e c t f o r s c h o o l , c o l l e g e a n d
even u n i v e r s i t y p r o j e c t s .

Since the c o n f l i c t began in 1971 over sandmin ing ,
there has been a g r e a t volume o f m a t e r i a l p roduced , ma in l y
by the Fraser I s l a n d Defenders O r g a n i s a t i o n L t d . ( F . 1 . D . 0 .
the Watchdog o f F rase r I s l a n d ) . F . 1 . D . 0 . began i t s s t r a t -
egy f o r an educa t i on k i t f i r s t i n 1975, when i t produced
i t s f i r s t Educat iona l Supplement. I t had t h i s p r i n t e d in
the f r e e weekly l o c a l newspaper. Th i s i l l u s t r a t e d broad-
Sheet i n s imple language d e s c r i b e d t h e geomorphic f e a -
tures in ?Bu i l d ing t h e G r e a t e s t Sand I s l a n d " . Then f o l -
lowed a success ion o f o t h e r e d u c a t i o n a l supplements :
Pr ice less P e a r l " , desc r i bed both t h e c o m p a t i b l e and i n -

Compatible land uses o f F rase r I s l a n d as seen by conse r - ,

v a t i o n i s t s ; " F . 1 . D . 0 ' s Management P lan" expanded on the
h i s t o r y and background t o the I s l a n d as w e l l as d e t a i l i n g
how management shou ld proceed; ?High Cour t Judgement"
described the l e g a l b a t t l e s ; then a " H i s t o r y o f Land Use
C o n f l i c t " a t tempted t o p u t t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n h i s t o r y i n
Perspect ive,

n a t e Other educa t i ona l supplements i n c l u d e broadsheets o f
Sern. a a b h s o f be fo re and a f t e r m i n i n g , s i g n i f i c a n t quotes
?Nang e Fraser I s i a n d Env i ronmenta l I n q u i r y and F rase r
Vsnan in H i s t o r y and A r t , as w e l l as an updated F . I . D . 0 .

agement S t r a t e g y , .

. FAL.
?Oren wi

Y a y

D.0. puts a l l o f these i n f o r m a t i o n shee ts t o - ®

th some o f t h e l a t e s t i ssues o f t h e q u a r t e r l y
?nm rit. pe UP to Issue 38), in what i t terms an Educa-

bea a t to assist students in projects/assignments.
?ater ia l handles over 500 r e q u e s t s per annum f o r p r o j e c t
? a b i t The charge i s $2.00 w i t h o u t the c o l o u r i ssue

t a t " , and $3.00 w i t h ? H a b i t a t " , f rom P.0.Box 4 2 0 ,.
ueens land , 4650. j

be
Palme,

F rase r Is land

M a r y
r o u g h , Q
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Co S A T I O N COL, CIL OF SOUTH A U S T R A L I AINC.
B o e 1405 S P O , A D E L A I D E S O U T H A U S T R A L I A 5001

The C o n s e r v a t i o n C e n t r e a t 310 Angas S t r e e t ,
t d e l a i d e , 5000, te lephone (08) 223 .5155 , c o l l e c t s i n f o r -
~ a t i o n f o r a wide range o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l t o p i c s and makes
i t a v a i l a b l e f o r anyone.

The Cent re c o l l e c t s and makes a v a i l a b l e i n o r d e r e d
f o r n , s u b j e c t t o l i m i t s o f f i n a n c e and r e s o u r c e s , a l l i n -
f o r m a t i o n which can he lp peop le make r a t i o n a l d e c i s i o n s on
env i ronmen ta l ma t te r s based on more comp le te i n f o r m a t i o n
than they m i g h t p r e v i o u s l y have had a v a i l a b l e . I t p r o v i d e s
a base from which peop le o r groups o f p e o p l e can o p e r a t e .
I t p rov ides i n f o r m a t i o n f o r the r e s e a r c h e r and s t u d e n t .

There has been a change in t h e d i r e c t i o n o f c o n s e r -
v a t i o n movements i n t h e pas t few y e a r s . Peaple c o n c e r n e d
about p r e s e r v a t i o n o f p a r t o f t h e i r n a t u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t
began to r e a l i s e t h a t d e c i s i o n s which a f f e c t e d t h e bush
were o f t e n a f f e c t i n g o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e env i ronmen t too and
such d e c i s i o n s were g e n e r a l l y made w i t h o u t p r o p e r a p p r e c i a -
t i o n o f the t o t a l r a m i f i c a t i o n s . Hence c o n s e r v a t i o n i s s u e s
touch on t e c h n o l o g y , on economics , on n a t i o n a l p a r k s , o n
b e t t e r f a rm ing methods, on p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t , on food a d d i -
t i v e s and a whole hos t o f o t h e r i s s u e s which a f f e c t ou r
env i ronment , b u t wh ich a few y e a r s ago were n o t c o n s i d e r e d
t o be C o n s e r v a t i o n . i n n a t u r e .

T h e l i b r a r y , t h e r e f o r e , h a s a l a r g e r a n g e o f p a p e r s ,
b o o k s , p a m p h l e t s as w e l l as n e w s c l i p s a n d maps w h i c h m o s t
s t u d e n t s f i n d h a v e been c o m p i l e d i n an o r d e r m o s t s u i t a b l e
f o r q u i c k r e f e r e n c e . T h e A d v a n c e d C o l l e g e s as w e l l as t h e
s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l s p r o d u c e a s t e a d y s t r e a m o f r e s e a r c h e r s .
I n c l u d e d among t h e m a r e a n u m b e r o f t e a c h e r s w h o a r e k e e n
t o t e a c h C o n s e r v a t i o n b u t , b e y o n d s u c h t h i n g s as s a v i n g t h e
gum t r e e a n d h e l p i n g t h e k a n g a r o o , a r e u n s u r e o f w h a t c o n -
s e r v a t i o n m e a n s .

There i s no easy s o l u t i o n o r a p r o v i s i o n o f r e a d y -
made answers t o these t e a c h e r s . They w i l l have t o r e s e a r c h
the s u b j e c t themselves and dec ide what c o n s e r v a t i o n i s s u e s
i n v o l v e , what t h e y can themselves l e a r n and w h a t t h e y can
teach.

The Cent re a r ranges d i s p l a y s o f p o s t e r s and p u b l i c a -
t i o n s a t shows, f a i r s and l i b r a r i e s . The aim i s t o make
the p u b l i c more aware o f i ssues w h i c h i n many cases a r e
o n l y d e a l t w i t h s u p e r f i c i a l l y by t h e p r e s s . The aim i s t o
have the viewers ask themselves q u e s t i o n s and seek s o l u -
t i o n s , not j u s t t o accep t a ready-made s o l u t i o n .

The Cent re i s a d m i n i s t e r e d by the C o n s e r v a t i o n Coun-
c i l o f S . A . ( I n c . ) wh ich r e c e i v e s g r a n t s f rom t h e Common-
wea l t h and S t a t e Governments which meet l e s s than h a l f t h e
cos t s . The l a r g e p a r t o f the c o s t i s met by d o n a t i o n s ,
sa les o f p u b l i c a t i o n s and t h e work o f v o l u n t e e r s . The
C o n s e r v a t i o n Counc i l o f S.A. ( I n c . ) i s an u m b r e l l a o r g a n i s -
a t i o n o f s o c i e t i e s and a s s o c i a t i o n s which number 34 and
which a l l have c o n s e r v a t i o n as an aim i n t h e i r c o n s t i t u t i o n .
The Counc i l was formed i n 1971 b u t i t was n o t u n t i l 1974
t h a t the C e n t r e , wh ich a l s o a c t s as h e a d q u a r t e r s o f t h e
Counc i l , was s e t up w i t h a Government g r a n t . Thus t h e
Cent re can a l s o put e n q u i r e r s and r e s e a r c h e r s i n t o c o n t a c t
not o n l y w i t h most S ta te C o n s e r v a t i o n b o d i e s , b u t a l s o w i t h
n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l bod ies .
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1 t y ENVIRONMENT CENTRE

z,cceston Environment Centre is funded through
aed Federal Grants, donations and the p r o f i t s
?sc which is operated by the Centre. Rest r ic -

-t ay a re l iance on vo lun tary labour has meant
- + . , tre Centre's involvement in environmental

. r e e n l i m i t e d .

? . e v i r o n m e n t a l l i b r a r y a t the C e n t r e i s used
: y s t u c e n t s and t h e gene ra l p u b l i c . The en-

it r e o r g a n i s a t i o n o f t h i s l i b r a r y i s seen as
: e i f e c t f o r the n e a r f u t u r e . The r o l e o f t h e

* c a i n l y in te rms o f p r o v i d i n g t e a c h e r s ,
_, a t h e r o r g a n i s a t i o n s and t h e genera l p u b l i c
? ta l i n f o r m a t i o n which i s n o t a v a i l a b l e e l s e -

? t r e has i n v o l v e d many schoo ls i n the Launces-
s t t e c p t s to r e a c t i v a t e the INSPECT o r g a n i s a -

tw. o6n9018 a c t i v e groups have been e s t a b l i s h e d ,
+ c e y t i a t e d a r e c y c l i n g p r o j e c t . The Cent re

o r t in a c t i v i t i e s such as t h e s e as e s s e n t i a l
- o n t o f an awareness o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l i ssues

- i l e s i t y . I t has been found t h a t the coopera -
« . 9 , 4 f -erb e r s i s n e c e s s a r y i f t h e i n i t i a l en thus -

seye as aegased i s t o be m a i n t a i n e d . Th i s i n v o l v e -
+ t , t e s t e r s has been n o t i c a b l y l a c k i n g in most schoo ls

e e e or

te « t o r t , we hope t o become more i n v o l v e d in e n v i r o n -
: t1¢n as o u r r e s o u r c e s o f money, peop le and t ime

we ? a t v e r t h i s a l s o r e q u i r e s more c o o p e r a t i o n
. t a t l i s t e d e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s .

. Car s t i c k e r s a re a p o p u l a r way o f p romot ing messages.
?ey use va r ious " a d v e r t i s i n g " techn iques and u s u a l l y urge

+ e ac t ion based on a v a l u e p o s i t i o n .
A few ideas f o r a c t i v i t i e s us ing s t i c k e r s a r e :

What e f f e c t does each o f t h e f o l l o w i n g have on you?

which ones a re most e f f e c t i v e i n p r o m o t i n g t h e i r
message? Which messages do you agree w i t h ?
Which do you f o l l o w ?

Design o n e o f y o u r own us ing a l o c a l i ssue and t h e
e x p e r t i s e you can f i n d i n t h e E n g l i s h , A r t , Sc ience
+. .depa r tmen ts ,

Use one o f these (or one o f your own) captions as the
t i t l e for an essay (encourage la te ra l t h i n k i n g ! ) .
Design st ickers t o promote the opposite messages to

@ ones given - remember the messages must have
Cred ib i l i t y ,

IF YOU CAN RE
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W h i l s t N e w s l e t t e r No. 3 brough t a f a v o u r a b l e r e -
a c t i o n , i t d i d n ' t b r i n g any spontaneous a r t i c l e s , c a r t o o n s ,
words o f wisdom, e t c . The e d i t o r ' s s tock i s r u n n i n g low.
Please d o n ' t be put o f f by the proposed themes - t h e y a re
meant as a f o c u s f o r p a r t o f , b u t n o t t h e who le o f , each
n e w s l e t t e r . No. 5 w i l l be r a t h e r t h i n un less you can con-
t r i b u t e - d e a d l i n e i s 10 th February - h o l i d a y s t o do i t i n
e t c . . . . Look fo rwa rd t o hear ing from you.

Back issues o f N e w s l e t t t e r s 1 t o 3 a re no l o n g e r ?

a v a i l a b l e ( d e s p i t e seve ra l r e p r i n t i n g s ) . S u b s c r i p t i o n f o r '

1978-1979 (approx . 10 i s s u e s ) i s $3, o r an exchange news-
l e t t e r . Send t o Env i ronmenta l Educa t ion P r o j e c t , W a t t l e
Park Teachers C e n t r e , 424 Kens ington Road, W a t t l e P a r k ,
S.A. 5066,(and make cheque payable to CIC - Canberra),
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jadystial Organisations

?ary o r g a n i s a t i o n s have produced f i l m s , pos te rs and
- t a t s o f an educa t i ona l n a t u r e . In r e c e n t y e a r s some

_ areen #3¢e had an env i ronmen ta l component. However, the
wee of a r t i c l e s below i s a r e s u l t o f a lack o f the ,

- « ' s t i v e t o e s t a b l i s h c o n t a c t s and t o r e v i e w m a t e r i a l s
- t ran an absence o f i n t e r e s t in e n v i r o n m e n t a l educa-
+, i ndus t r y . Reviews o f such m a t e r i a l s a re most w e l -

a y r e c i a l l y o f m a t e r i a l s t h a t a r e r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e to
?-,) such as the A u s t r a l i a n M i n i n g I n d u s t r y C o u n c i l ' s
++ yng the Env i ronment " and " N u c l e a r E l e c t r i c i t y ? .

A u s t r a l i a n Coa l A s s o c i a t i o n

c o p e t e e n e y O e PL thee S r e e Sy i n e x 2 0 H @ T e e p e S t a g

- oe s i m s A i o n COMOUUIAL.?
T e l e x 4 4 2747

Make no m i s t a k e , coa l w i l l p l a y an i n c r e a s i n g l y im-
portant p a r t in a l l ou r l i v e s . I t i s a source o f low c o s t
energy. I t i s v i t a l in t h e manu fac tu re o f t h a t most basic
of a l l i n d u s t r i a l m e t a l s , s t e e l . And i t i s the raw ma te r -
i a l f o r a wide v a r i e t y o f goods.

Coal is a l s o i m p o r t a n t t o a l l A u s t r a l i a n s as a source
of expor t income. W i t h o u t t h a t revenue A u s t r a l i a n s would be
appreciably worse o f f .

O f c o u r s e t h e m o r e c o a l i s m i n e d t h e m o r e we m u s t be
concerned f o r t h e e f f e c t o f t h i s m i n i n g on t h e e n v i r o n m e n t .
The coa l i n d u s t r y e n c o u r a g e s t h i s c o n c e r n a n d c o n s i d e r s t h a t
i t has an o b l i g a t i o n t o make a v a i l a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t i t s
e n v i r o n m e n t a l a c t i v i t i e s a n d i t s e n v i r o n m e n t a l e x p e r t i s e t o
e d u c a t o r s . Young p e o p l e m u s t h a v e t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n i f t h e y
a re t o s t u d y o b j e c t i v e l y t h e n e e d f o r b a l a n c e d r e s o u r c e man-
agement.

M a t e r i a l a v a i l a b l e f rom the A u s t r a l i a n Coal A s s o c i a -
t ion, G.P.0. 30x 2668, Sydney, 2001, compr ises a 16-page
?Coal Fact Book" , w a l l c h a r t s and a pamphlet e n t i t l e d "Coal
and the Envi ronment" .

Sets o f 36 s l i d e s w i t h teachers? notes have been d i s -
t r ibuted through t h e Educa t ion Departments t o H igh Schools
in ueensland and New South Wales, and l i m i t e d numbers o f
these sets are s t i l l a v a i l a b l e f o r s c h o o l s .

A 10-minute 16mm f i l m "Coal Fac ts " has r e c e n t l y been
dts t r ibu ted t o the Educa t ion Departments i n a l l S t a t e s .
This f i l m i s a v a i l a b l e on Joan f r o m t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e f i l m

l i b r a r i e s .
x The A u s t r a l i a n Min ing I n d u s t r y C o u n c i l , P.O. Box 363,
bickson, A.C.T. 2602, i ssues a b o o k l e t " M i n i n g and the
t v i r o n m e n t " which c o n t a i n s a s e c t i o n on c o a l .

. In a d d i t i o n more s p e c i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n i s o f t e n a v a i l -
vi le from i n d i v i d u a l companies such as Uta Development Com-

. ? 4 G.P.0. Box 1389, B r i sbane , 4001.

PackagingCouncilofAustralia
t w e e n a , mee

Telephone 638 4278.9

- 7 0 S t k t a R o a d ,

~  M e i p o u n a .
V e c t o r s 3 0 0 6

0 A n e h e a t t e e b e t h O O

i .

* ? a r t e t y o f e d u c a t i o n a l s e r v i c e s
?S p r o v i d e d sy . ow

inc ludes: by t h e C o u n c i l ; i t

? _ ?

Envirofacts"
Packaas ~ deta i led information sheets on
perceging and the Environment, Sol id Waste, L i t t e r ,
?eycling, and Steel.
'
newlet ter - covering l i t t e r con t ro l , recycl ing

*Ss leg is la t ion ete. $12 p .a . , bimonthly.
techngry Seoutees - 2 gane for prinary to Tove

cretinge A ayer? to Begin", "The Realities of Rec-
Slides ?y min; . Resource Recovery is... .
Library _ aste Not" and "The Packaging Story".

Speakers comprehensive, with loan materials.
~ I f s u f f i c i e n t n o t i c e i s g i v e n .Contac t i SM. E, de K r e t s e r , I n f o r m a t i o n O f f i c e r .
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Government Organisalicns
THEIR ROLE IN EE. ee

I had i n t e n d e d t o s c e l l o u t the p r a i s e s o f t h e
Lepar tment o f E n v i r o n m e n t , Housing and Community Deve lop-
?en t , which has been v i t a l l y i n v o l v e d in E.E. through

i a b i t a t " , Wor ld E n v i r o n r e n t Day, and i n f o r m a t i o n d i ssem-
i n a t i o n . However, s i nce Tecember t h e Department has been
c ispanded w i t h the E n v i r o n r e n t s e c t i o n moved t o the
l e p a r t m e n t o f S c i e n c e . ?This in p a r t i c u l a r w i l l enab le
tne Government 's s c i e n t i s t s and a d v i s e r s on the e n v i r o n -
r e n t to work more c l o s e l y t o g e t h e r t o g i v e e f f e c t t o the
Government 's commitment t o p r e s e r v i n g and enhanc ing Aus-
t r a l i a ? s e n v i r o n m e n t " (P r ime M i n i s t e r 3 0 . 1 1 . 7 8 ) .

T h e r o l e o f t h e new S c i e n c e and E n v i r o n m e n t D e p a r t -
m e n t i n e n v i r o n m e n t a l e d u c a t i o n w i l l n o t be c l a r i f i e d f o r
some t i m e b u t h o p e f u l l y i t w i l l be a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e ,
n o t c o n f i n e d t o E n v i r o n m e n t a l S c i e n c e .

" M a n a g i n g t h e E n v i r o n m e n t " by P . d . C r a w f o r d ( E d . )
é2 p p . , $ 2 . 5 0 , i s o n e o f t h e l a s t D . E . H . C . D . p u b l i c a t i o n s .
I t i s a i m e d a t t e r t i a r y s t u d e n t s and t h e i n t e r e s t e d p u b l i c
and c o v e r s p o l i c y f o r m a t i o n i n e n v i r o n m e n t a l m a n a g e m e n t .

" T e r r i t o r y P a r k s and W i l d l i f e C o m m i s s i o n
N e e e e e e e e C e e C r i n c e e 1

o~ AOEREON CASON OFFICE |
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T h e E n v i r o n m e n t U n i t o f t h e T e r r i t o r y P a r k s a n d W i l d -
l i f e C o m m i s s i o n i s t h e m a i n c o - o r d i n a t i n g a g e n c y f o r e n - ,

v i r o n m e n t a l m a t t e r s on b e h a l f o f t h e N o r t h e r n T e r r i t o r y i
G o v e r n m e n t . T h e r o l e o f t h e U n i t h a s b e e n c o n s i d e r a b l y
e x p a n d e d s i n c e t h e a d v e n t on J u l y 1 o f s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t f o r
t h e N o r t h e r n T e r r i t o r y , when many o f t h e e n v i r o n m e n t a l
f u n c t i o n s f o r m e r l y u n d e r F e d e r a l c o n t r o l b e c a m e l o c a l r e s -
p o n s i b i l i t i e s . T h e E n v i r o n m e n t U n i t c u r r e n t l y has a s t a f f
o f t h r e e o f f i c e r s .

E n v i r o n m e n t a l E d u c a t i o n i s c o n s i d e r e d a n i m p o r t a n t
f u n c t i o n w i t h i n t h e e x p a n d e d r o l e o f t h e E n v i r o n m e n t U n i t
and h i g h p r i o r i t y w i l l be g i v e n t o t h e e n c o u r a g e m e n t a n d
c o - o r d i n a t i o n o f p u b l i c a w a r e n e s s P r o g r a m s . S c h o o l s a r e
t h e n a t u r a l f o c u s f o r s t i m u l a t i n g e n v i r o n m e n t a l a w a r e n e s s
i n t h e c o n m u n i t y a n d p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n w i l l be g i v e n t o
p r o g r a m s f o r w i d e n i n g b o t h s t u d e n t a n d t e a c h e r k n o w l e d g e i
o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l m a t t e r s . W h e r e v e r p o s s i b l e , t a l k s i n
s c h o o l s by a p p r o p r i a t e p e r s o n s f r o m w i t h t h e G o v e r n m e n t
w i l l be a r r a n g e d and a s s i s t a n c e g i v e n t o t e a c h e r s p l a n n i n g
s c h o o l p r o j e c t s a n d f i e l d t r i p s on an e n v i r o n m e n t a l t h e m e .

W i t h i n the w i d e r community, encouragement w i l l be |
g i v e n t o l o c a l env i r onmen t o r g a n i s a t i o n s and g roups in
f o s t e r i n g env i ronmen ta l awareness. The Env i ronment U n i t
w i l l a l s o be c o n t r i b u t i n g more d i r e c t l y th rough such
avenues as World Env i ronment Day a c t i v i t i e s , and e n v i r o n -
mental p u b l i c i t y i n g e n e r a l .
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?Let's enjoy it while we can ? this is where they're Bving to bui ld
the new Leisure Centre.?
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t r e Se rv i ce has an e n v i r o n m e n t a l e d u c a t i o n P h i l o s -
wen, put a t t h i s s tage i t has n o t been f o r m u l a t e d i n t o a

e y The p o l i c y i s c u r r e n t l y b e i n g prepared ,
Gver the l a s t f o u r years t h e S e r v i c e ' s ma jo r i n p u t

_£, has been i n s e r v i c e cou rses f o r t e a c h e r s . These
,eg have l a s t e d from two to n ine days and have i n -

? t y e teachers in program ideas and Methodo logy o f f i e l g
studies.

As the S e r v i c e p r o t e c t s w i l d l i f e t h r o u g h o u t N.S.W.
ne haze a broad i n t e r e s t i n land use t h r o u g h o u t the
?este. One course , he ld i n the n o r t h - w e s t o f N.S.W., i n -
vestigated the e lements o f a h a b i t a t in a n a t i o n a l park
art corpared a s i m i l a r , though managed, f o r e s t i n a s t a t e
fy res t as h a b i t a t f o r w i l d l i f e . Wh i le w i l d l i f e was a

there in the ensuing s t u d y we a l s o i n v e s t i g a t e d the energy
finw in the systems and the e f f e c t s on people o f the
fo l lowing Tand u s e : - n a t i o n a l park management, t imber i n -
dustry and f o r e s t r y management, c o t t o n and p a s t o r a l i n -
4ustr ies and min ing . These uses o f l and f i n d an economic
and soc ia l focus i n the towns , and methods o f s t u d y i n g
towns were i n v e s t i g a t e d .

:

G 1 4

There has been p ressu re on t h e S e r v i c e t o broaden i t s
work in to the genera l community. Wh i le p u b l i c a t i o n s have
sore und i rec ted e f f e c t on the community we have r e c e n t l y
begun weekend programs t o improve ou r c o n t r i b u t i o n . Two o f
these have been h e l d , one in Royal N a t i o n a l Pa rk , the o t h e r
{n Boudii Na t i ona l Park on the Cen t ra l c o a s t . So f a r the
courses have been one day in d u r a t i o n w i t h the v i s i t o r s
presented w i t h 2 hours (morn ing tea in between) o f t a l k s on
basic e c o l o g i c a l p r i n c i p l e s , how t h e landscape has come t c
look as i t does, and t h e S e r v i c e ' s management o f the park .
a l l th is i s f o l l o w e d by a w a l k and we t r y to r e i n f o r c e
these ideas as we go, T h e r e ' s g r e a t p o t e n t i a l f o r runn ing
a ser ies o f days which b u i l d on to p rev ious courses and
develop more dep th . That i s t o come.

Another avenue o f work w i l ] be w i t h a ? j u n i o r ranger
programme". Th i s w i l l u l t i m a t e l y p r o v i d e young c h i l d r e n
with the o p p o r t u n i t y t o be i n v o l v e d i n an ongoing e n v i r o n -
mental educat ion program.

The Se rv i ce has p r o v i d e d f a c i l i t i e s f o r two f i e l d
studies cen t res on i t s l a n d . One i s a t Royal N a t i o n a l
Park, the o t h e r a t Muogamarra Nature Reserve. The Depart~-
rent o f Educat ion has s u p p l i e d a teache r to each who ho lds
Classes f o r the Depa r tmen t ' s s c h o o l s as w e l l as c o n t r i b u t -
ing to i n s e r v i c e t r a i n i n g o f t e a c h e r s .

At t h i s s tage the S e r v i c e has o n l y one person em-
ployed to d i r e c t a t t e n t i o n t o e n v i r o n m e n t a l educat ion and
that has to f i t in w i t h e d i t i n g r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s and p r o -
irams fo r honorary r a n g e r s .

B E e e ea

S r a
New South Wales G o v e r r i m e n t2 5 >

_ Health Commission of New South Waies
Winchcombe House,

we. PIS Young Se
tory . . t e Hea l t h Commission o f New South Wales has s t a t u -
meaty ees? a u t h o r i t i e s , d u t i e s and f u n c t i o n s under t h e
r o t e Commission A c t , 1972, f o r the purpose o f p r o m o t i n g ,

r e a l t y , w g ? d e v e l o p i n g , m a i n t a i n i n g and imp rov ing the
the p a 2nd w e l l be ing o f the peop le o f New South Wales t o
and reso e x t e n t p o s s i b l e hav ing r e g a r d t o the needs o f

Sources a v a i l a b l e t o the S t a t e .

angs o c i n s Commission i n c o n s i d e r i n g t h e p h y s i c a l , menta l
ver tant a? wel l b e i n g o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n r e a l i s e s t h e im-

e t s m a t Played by the m u l t i f a c t o r i a l env i ronmen ta l
envirg though t h e Commission does n o t conduc t courses

Oyed e n t a l educa t i on , i t c o n s i d e r s t h a t a l l persons
Should i n c i h e a l t h s e r v i c e s shou ld be h e a l t h educa to rs and

© prov; (ude env i ronmen ta l f a c t o r s where a p p l i c a b l e t o
tg i The D i v i s i o n o f Hea l t h

resource and a d v i s o r y o r g a n i s a t i o n which
*SsCation is a t their services.

tant and information services, professional
r o v i d e s c o n s y ]

o t SD.
: ?

a d v i s o r y resea rch and e v a l u a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s and p r e v e n -
t i v e srograms o f a S t a t e - w i d e impac t . The t a r g e t p o p u l a -
t i o n s i n c l u d e such groups as persons in i s o l a t e d c o m m u ni -
t i e s , persons i n i n d u s t r y , fa rmers and s i m i l a r persons i n
c o u n t r y areas who may be s u b j e c t t o e n v i r o n m e n t a l hazards .

The p e o p l e a t the work face who would c a r r y o u t
tnese programs in many cases would be a t t a c h e d t o the
Community Heal th Cen t res and i n c l u d e community n u r s e s ,
s o c i a l wo rke rs , p s y c h o l o g i s t s , p s y c h i a t r i s t s , g e r i a t r i -
c i a n s , p a e d i a t r i c i a n s and o f course h e a l t h e d u c a t i o n
o f f i c e r s .

In o t h e r f i e l d s t h e r e are t h e h e a l t h i n s p e c t o r s and
food i n s p e c t o r s who a re r e s p o n s i b l e f o r e n s u r i n g t h a t t h e
p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e P u b l i c Heal th Ac t and the Pure Food A c t
are not breached. The fo rmer A c t c o v e r s a range o f e n v i r -
onmental f a c i t i t i e s i n c l u d i n g housing w i t h s p e c i a l r e f e r -
ence to s t r u c t u r e , s t a t e o f r e p a i r , o v e r c r o w d i n g and l i g h t -
i ng , water s u p p l i e s , nu isances r e l a t i n g t o a c c u m u l a t i o n s o f
w a t e r , nu isances a s s o c i a t e d w i t h i n s e c t s and a n i m a l s and
the keeping o f t h e l a t t e r , and v a r i o u s o t h e r f a c i l i t i e s and
nu isances , p a r t i c u l a r l y where they are i n j u r i o u s o r d a n g e r -
ous o r p r e j u d i c i a l ] t o h e a l t h .

The Commission was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e a d m i n i s t r a -
t i o n o f the Clean A i r A c t , the Clean Water Ac t and t h e
l e g i s l a t i o n r e g a r d i n g n o i s e b e f o r e t h e s e a c t i v i t i e s came |

under the S t a t e P o l l u t i o n C o n t r o l C o m i s s i o n . However, t h e
Commission does become i n v o l v e d in these areas where t h e r e
i s a h e a l t h haza rd .

a

4 D e p a r t m e n t f o r t h e E n v i r o n m e n t
=o" S o u t h A u s t r a l i a
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t e Reply Pesw Qecu:

The South A u s t r a l i a n Department f o r the E n v i r o n m e s t
was e s t a b l i s h e d in 1972 and i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a w ide range .
o f env i ronmen ta l m a t t e r s . These r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i n c l u d e '
the management and deve lopment o f the S t a t e ' s n a t i o n a l
parks system, a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f w i l d l i f e laws, management
and p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e South A u s t r a l i a n c o a s t l i n e , n o i s e t
c o n t r o l , beverage c o n t a i n e r l e g i s l a t i o n , a b o r i g i n a l and
h i s t o r i c r e l i c s p r e s e r v a t i o n , h e r i t a g e l e g i s l a t i o n , t h e use '
o f s a t e l l i t e imagery t o under take a resou rce i n v e n t o r y o f
South A u s t r a l i a , the assessment o f the e n v i r o n m e n t a l i m p l i c -
a t i o n s p r o j e c t s and resea rch r e l a t e d t o e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o -
t e c t i o n . The most r e c e n t l y formed d i v i s i o n o f t h e D e p a r t -
ment i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r c o - o r d i n a t i n g t h e Government ' s
environmental] p o l i c i e s and programs and t h e deve lopment o f
an i n f o r m a t i o n s e r v i c e w i t h i n the Government and t h e com-
mun i t y . i

The Department needs t o p r o v i d e i n f o r m a t i o n o n a
range o f env i ronmen ta l m a t t e r s t o a w ide c r o s s - s e c t i o n o f
the community. The p r o v i s i o n o f i n f o r m a t i o n , however , i s
o n l y a f i r s t , b u t v i t a l , s t ep in t h e deve lopment o f a more
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y aware community. The e n v i r o n m e n t a l educa -
t i o n movement w i t h i n t h e school sys tem i s an e s s e n t i a l s tep /
in the development o f an e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y l i t e r a t e commun i t y
o f the f u t u r e . The Department suppor ts in p r i n c i p l e the
development o f env i ronmen ta l e d u c a t i o n a c r o s s t h e e x i s t i n g
school c u r r i c u l a . The pr ime r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e d e v e l -
opment o f an env i ronmen ta l emphasis and e n v i r o n m e n t a l
t o p i c s w i t h i n t h e school c u r r i c u l a l i e s w i t h t h e e d u c a t i o n -
a l a u t h o r i t i e s . The r o l e o f Government a g e n c i e s , such as
t h e Department f o r the E n v i r o n m e n t , shou ld be i n t h e p r o -
v i s i o n o f a p p r o p r i a t e i n f o r m a t i o n . W i t h t h e i n c r e a s i n g
demands f o r i n f o r m a t i o n s e r v i c e s g e n e r a l l y t h i s must be
done i n an e f f i c i e n t and c o - o r d i n a t e d way t o make t h e b e s t
use o f e x i s t i n g s t a f f and f a c i l i t i e s . C o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h
c u r r i c u l u m groups and groups p r e p a r i n g m a t e r i a l f o r use i n
schoo ls i s one o f the most a p p r o p r i a t e ways t o f o s t e r such
c o - o p e r a t i o n and t h e Department welcomes approaches f r o m
such groups.

With the deve lopment o f an i n f o r m a t i o n s e r v i c e
w i t h i n t h e Government fo r t h e genera l community t h e p r o -
v i s i o n o f i n f o r m a t i o n on e n v i r o n m e n t a l m a t t e r s t o s c h o o l s
should i n c r e a s e . A new s e r i e s o f bas i c i n f o r m a t i o n shee ts
known as the "Green Guides" i s due t o be r e l e a s e d e a r l y
nex t y e a r . Of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t t o t e a c h e r s w i l l be the
development o f t h e N a t i v e Fauna Zone o f the C l e l a n d Con-
s e r v a t i o n Park i n t o a w o r l d c l a s s d i s p l a y o f A u s t r a l i a n
n a t i v e an imals and a pr ime s i t e f o r e n v i r o n m e n t a l e d u c a t i o n ,

o n ,



Monatey lo r C o r a a r y e c t o n

E n v r e n r e r t @ o l c c h o n e v i v u e
A u i h o n t y o l V i c t o r a ? P e r s n g

*3 Boy Mt
b a n c u t e V e JOU2

Towards the end o f the 1960s t h e r e was a marked up-
e o f community concern t h a t deve lopment o f V i c t o r i a ' s

s r a u r c e s needed t o be ba lanced by e n v i r o n m e n t a l s a f e -
reeds . Th i s concern c u l m i n a t e d in the a d o p t i o n o f the
Environmental P r o t e c t i o n Ac t 1970 by t h e V i c t o r i a n P a r l i a -
ment.

The Ac t e s t a b l i s h e d a t h r e e man A u t h o r i t y t o assume
overa l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the p r o t e c t i o n o f V i c t o r i a ' s
environment, b a s i c a l l y t h r o u g h t h e p r e v e n t i o n o f p o l l u t i o n .
The Act encompassed l a n d , w a t e r and a i r q u a l i t y , t o g e t h e r
with the c o n t r o l o f n o i s e and l i t t e r . Thus i t covered a
wide range o f env i ronmen ta l concerns . This new Agency was
intended t o r e p l a c e the p o l l u t i o n and e n v i r o n m e n t a l n o i s e
control r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ves ted in o t h e r Government agen-
cies, and t o p r o v i d e a f o c a l p o i n t o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r
environmental q u a l i t y p r o t e c t i o n .

L a t e r the E.P.A. became an agency i n t h e M i n i s t r y
fo r Conservat ion which was e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e V i c t o r i a n
M i n i s t r y f o r C o n s e r v a t i o n Ac t in 1972. Th i s M i n i s t r y
gathered t o g e t h e r a v a r i e t y o f agenc ies w i t h r e s p o n s i b i l -
i t i e s in respec t o f n a t u r a l resou rces i n c l u d i n g F i s h e r i e s
and W i l d l i f e , S o i l C o n s e r v a t i o n , N a t i o n a l P a r k s , Land Con-
serva t ion Counc i l and P o r t P h i l l i p Bay A u t h o r i t y . The
l ink between these agenc ies was the need t o p r o v i d e a

healthy envi ronment on t h e one hand and t o p r o v i d e f o r the
l i f e systems dependent on t h e env i r onmen t , on the o t h e r .
Of course, o t h e r a g e n c i e s such as t h e Department o f Hea l t h
continued t o e x e r c i s e e n v i r o n m e n t a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s w i t h -
in t h e i r spheres o f j u r i s d i c t i o n .

The p r ima ry t h r u s t o f the Env i ronment P r o t e c t i o n Ac t
i s the p reven t i on o f p o l l u t i o n . The main mechanisms to
achieve t h i s goal a re the development o f S ta te Env i ronment
Pro tec t ion P o l i c i e s des igned t o be e s t a b l i s h e d f o r segments
of the env i ronment , e .g . P o r t P h i l l i p Bay. These p o l i c i e s
set out the b e n e f i c i a l uses o f the segment o f the e n v i r o n -
ment needing p r o t e c t i o n f r o m adverse q u a l i t y f a c t o r s and
the c r i t e r i a necessary t o p r o t e c t these uses . P o l i c i e s a re
adopted by Government a f t e r t hey have been put out in d r a f t
form f o r p u b l i c rev i ew and comment. P o l i c i e s have t h e
e f f e c t o f d e f i n i n g what i s o r i s n o t p o l l u t i o n and what a re
or are not accep tab le n o i s e l e v e l s . P o l i c i e s f o r a i r ,
water and land a re s u p p o r t e d by a system o f l i c e n s i n g t h e
discharge o f wastes t o t h e env i ronmen t t o p reven t the
occurrence o f p o l l u t i o n . The E .P .Ac t c o n t a i n s o r o v i s i o n s
fo r the invo lvement o f t h e p u b l i c i n t h i s l i c e n s i n g p r o -
cess t o ensure t h a t t h e views o f a f f e c t e d p a r t i e s are con-
Sidered,

The E .P .Ac t was c o n s i d e r e d t o be i n n o v a t i v e i n 1972
in t h a t i t con ta i ned s i g n i f i c a n t s t a t u t o r y p r o v i s i o n f o r
public p a r t i c i p a t i o n in the mechanisms t o a c h i e v e a h e a l t h y
environment th rough t h e p r e v e n t i o n o f p o l l u t i o n . Since
then a number o f o t h e r Ac ts have been framed s i m i l a r l y .

Many i n d i v i d u a l s i n the community and groups o f c i t i -
zens wish t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the d e c i s i o n process a f f e c t i n g
the environment in which they l i v e . However, t h i s p a r t i -
C ipat ion , t o be e f f e c t i v e , shou ld be suppor ted by an unde r -
Standing o f the env i ronment and t h e d e l i c a t e web o f i n t e r -
acting systems that sustain the l i f e forms that co-exist in
the environment.

th The E.P.A. has a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o a i d t h e communi ty
rough educat ion and i n f o r m a t i o n s e r v i c e s . Sometimes en-

\ ronmental d e c i s i o n s i n v o l v e t r a d e - o f f s . For example ,
t en a p r o j e c t i s c o n s i d e r e d t o have f a r g r e a t e r v a l u e t o
Soc e p i c than t h e n a t u r a l env i r onmen t i t w i l l d i s p l a c e .
0 Cle ty must be able t o a p p r e c i a t e t h e env i ronmen ta l c o s t

not c o n t r o l l i n g p o l l u t i o n . Sometimes i r r e p a r a b l e damage
could p o r e t o t h e r e c e i v i n g env i ronmen t and such a c o s t
tan t ¢ € unacceptab le t o t h e community. Thus i t i s impor -

Othe 0 unders tand the e f f e c t s o f p o l l u t i o n , n o i s e and* envi ronmenta l a d v e r s i t i e s .

t h e e n t s educa t i ona l p rocess s t a r t s in the schoo ls , where
Stangp es i s Should be on gaining an appreciation and under-
throy i of the environment. This process should be carr ied
Cipatign © 2dults so they can contribute to community part i -

on in environmental decision making.

E d u c a t i o n i s a v i t a l f a c t o r in t h e a c h i e v e m e n t o f o u r
aims, An uninformed public is i]]-equipped to cope witn
problems o f p o l l u t i o n , n o i s e or o t h e r e n v i r o n m e n t a l d e g r a d -
a t i o n . Some o f the e d u c a t i o n a l m a t e r i a l s produced by t h e
M i n i s t r y a r e :

"The E.P.A. game" - a s i m p l e l o o k a t y o u r l i f e s t y l e .

?How t o s t o p smoking y o u r n e i g h b o u r o u t " - compost and
r e c y c l e .

"Keep ing the peace? - n o i s e p o l l u t i o n .

"The Env i ronment P r o t e c t i o n Ac t - How does i t a f f e c t
ou?"

" R e c y c l i n g in V i c t o r i a , 1977" - encouragement t o do so .

S O I L C O N S E R V A T I O N A U T H O R I T Y
Th a l e ton t y e ee l a h e e

. *

O e s t e

The S o i l C o n s e r v a t i o n A u t h o r i t y o f V i c t o r i a has
t r a d i t i o n a l l y p laced an emphasis on e d u c a t i o n . As s o i l
c o n s e r v a t i o n i s e s s e n t i a l l y an e c o l o g i c a l prob lem t h i s
educa t i on i s , p e r f o r c e , e n v i r o n m e n t a l e d u c a t i o n .

A l though the SCA has long been i n v o l v e d w i t h
schoo ls t h i s i nvo l vemen t became more i n t e n s e w i t h t h e
secondment o f a t eache r f rom t h e V i c t o r i a n E d u c a t i o n
Depar tment . A t p r e s e n t t h e f o l l o w i n g r a n g e o f s e r v i c e s
and m a t e r i a l s i s o f f e r e d t o s c h o o l s .

In most r u r a l a reas SCA s t a f f conduc t e x c u r s i o n s f o r
l o c a l s c h o o l s . M e t r o p o l i t a n schoo ls a re encouraged t o use
e x c u r s i o n k i t s prepared by the SCA but w h i c h do n o t r e q u i r e
SCA personne ] . But t h e r e a re 2 e x c u r s i o n s conduc ted by t h e
SCA which a re a v a i l a b l e t o m e t r o p o l i t a n s c h o o l s , v i z . Parwon
V a l l e y and Woodstock.

The SCA conduc ts teache r i n s e r v i c e e d u c a t i o n c o u r s e s
a n a l y s i n g v a r i o u s env i ronments and t h e i r use. Recent
courses have placed emphasis on e q u i p p i n g t e a c h e r s w i t h
techn iques o f e n q u i r y used i n e n v i r o n m e n t a l e d u c a t i o n .
Other courses p r o v i d e t e a c h e r s w i t h t h e s k i l l and c o n f i d e n c e
t o use the e x c u r s i o n k i t s .

A range o f c lass room m a t e r i a l s i n c l u d i n g b o o k l e t s ,
pamphlets and a s l i d e s e t , a re p r o v i d e d by t h e SCA.

Most o f these m a t e r i a l s a re f r e e and a re d i s s e m i n -
a ted t o schoo ls by the seconded t e a c h e r , who a l s o p r o v i d e s
i n f o r m a t i o n on c o n t a c t s , r e f e r e n c e s and t e a c h i n g a c t i v i t i e s
i n env i ronmen ta l e d u c a t i o n .

O v e r a l l t h e r o l e o f t h e SCA has been t o a s s i s t and
encourage env i ronmen ta l e d u c a t i o n i n s c h o o l s t h r o u g h t h e
s e r v i c e s o u t l i n e d above and by f o s t e r i n g p r o j e c t s such as
the one d e v e l o p i n g env i ronmen ta l e d u c a t i o n resou i
Eppalock ca tchment . rees ?in t h e

ENERGY

S t a t u t o r y bod ies such as energy a u t h o r i t i e s a r e be -
coming i n c r e a s i n g l y i n v o l v e d in E.E. as they r e a l i z e t h e
money t o be saved by encou rag ing t h e p u b l i c t o conse rve
energy. Both t h e S.A. and V i c t o r i a n e l e c t r i c i t y a u t h o r i -
t i e s have launched e l e c t r i c i t y c o n s e r v a t i o n campaigns.
€. S . 1 . R . 0 . has done much resea rch i n t h e f i e l d s o f e n e r g y
i n hous ing and a g r i c u l t u r e . They have r e c e n t l y b u i l t a
low energy house based on an A . V . J e n n i n g s d e s i g n , T h e i r
P u b l i c a t i o n s a re numerous, r a n g i n g from t e c h n i c a l r e p o r t s
t o layman's magazines such as "ECOS", "Ru ra l Research" and
" S c i f i l e " , and books such as ? P r i n c i p l e s o f a Ba lanced
Land-use P o l i c y f o r A u s t r a l i a " , E . H a i l s w o r t h ; ? E n e r g e t i c s
o f A g r i c u l t u r e and Food P r o d u c t i o n ? , G i f f o r d and M i l l i n g t o n
For d e t a i l s w r i t e t o C .S .1 .R .0 . E d i t o r i a l and P u b l i c a t i o n s
S e r v i c e , P .0 . Box 89, East Melbourne, V i c . 3002.

A new b i m o n t h l y b u l l e t i n on s o l a r , w ind an
t e c h n o l o g y , ?So la r Focus " , l i s t s governmentp o l i c i e s e e d
search deve lopment , new p r o d u c t s , p u b l i c a t i o n s and m e e t -
i n g s i n the energy f i e l d , e . g . i t r e p o r t s on Melbourne U n i -
v e r s i t y ' s ene rgy c o n s e r v a t i o n campaign which hopes t o r e -
duce consumpt ion by 10% (and save $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 ! ) i n 1979. Sub-
s c r i p t i o n i s $35 from P.0.Box 4 5 , South Y a r r a , V i c . 3141
(your f r i e n d l y ene rgy a u t h o r i t y p r o b a b l y s u b s c r i b e s : ) .

|
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SMALL SCALE GRANTS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Of t h e 75 a p p l i c a t i o n s r e c e i v e d f o r round 2 g r a n t s
n l y 27 were approved by t h e management commi t tee as f i t -

t i ng the c r i t e r i a o u t l i n e d in n e w s l e t t e r No. 1. To d a t e ,
90 o f these have been funded , c o v e r i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g
top ics :

: I n t e r a c t i o n w i t h t h e l o c a l env i r onmen t - Y r 11-12
S c . , Geog.

Hydro logy : an i n d i v i d u a l i z e d maths. u n i t - Yr 9-10.

V isua l and Ma thema t i ca l a s p e c t s o f t h e human e n v i r -
onment - Yr 4 - 8 .

Humanity and Env i ronment - Yr 8-11 i n t e g r a t e d .

C h i l d r e n ' s Env i ronmenta l F i c t i o n - K-7.

S t u d y i n g t h e l o c a l u r b a n e n v i r o n m e n t - Y r 9 - 1 0 ,
H i s t . G e o g .

Language deve lopment in Env i ronmenta l Educat ion -
Teacher.

Env i ronmenta l E d u c a t i o n and the A r t / C r a f t teacher
- a Yr 7 course .

School b u i l d i n g s - c o n s e r v i n g energy.

A s o l a r c o n s e r v a t o r y h o u s e - Y r 1 0 - 1 2 , T e c h . S t . ,
Home E c .

Env i ronment week f e s t i v a l - community i n v o l v e m e n t ,
a c t i v i t i e s .

E n v i r o n m e n t a l e c o n o m i c s - Y r 1 0 - 1 2 , b a s e d on A u s t r a -
l i a n c a s e s t u d i e s .

Env i ronmenta l S t u d i e s around the school - Yr K-6.

S t r e e t s - o b s e r v a t i o n s t a r t e r b o o k - Y r K - 6 .

Walmi t d i v i d e d - s i m u l a t e d townsh ip d e c i s i o n s -
Yr 6 - 9 , i n t e g r a t e d .

I m a g i n a t i o n and env i ronmen t - r o l e p l a y i n g , d e c i s i o n -
making - Yr 1 - 7 .

P r i m a r y E n v i r o n m e n t a l E d u c a t i o n P r o j e c t - a p p r o a c h e s
t o l o c a l e n v i r o n m e n t .

E n v i r o n m e n t a l d a n c e / d r a m a a c t i v i t i e s - Y r K - 1 2 .

I n s e r v i c e i n f i e l d E . E . - Y r K - 2 .

C u r r i c u l u m d e v e l o p m e n t i n E . E . i n a s m a t l s c h o o l -
Y r K - 7 .

Many o f t h e o t h e r a p p l i c a t i o n s w e r e f e l t t o be
w o r t h y o f f u n d i n g a n d t h e P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r i s c u r r e n t l y
l o o k i n g f o r s p o n s o r s . A l ] s u g g e s t i o n s w e l c o m e .

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE FOR K - 2

D o r o t h y P e a r s o n , A r m i d a l e , N .S .W.

Can you envisage teach ing f i v e t o seven-year -o lds
basic eco log ica l concepts? Can you imagine such teach ing
being based upon exper iences o u t - o f - d o o r s a t p laces w i t h i n
a few minutes wa l k i ng d i s t a n c e o f the c h i l d r e n ' s own c l a s s -
rooms? Wel l , t h a t ' s how I i n t e r p r e t env i ronmenta l educa-
t ion f o r K-2 c h i l d r e n .

An example o f such a program i s one t h a t I led
recent ly at Guyra, N.S.W. The c lass began w i t h shadows,
Considered t h e i r ex i s tence ( p r e v i o u s l y unknown t o many o f
the c h i l d r e n ' ) , shape, p o s i t i o n , edge and d e n s i t y ; t h i s
led the c h i l d r e n t o an awareness o f d a i l y changes in the
Posit ion o f shadows, t o an awareness o f the d i f f e r e n c e in
o r t h e r n and southern a s p e c t s , and o f t h e r o l e o f l i g h t in
Plant growth, as w i t n e s s e d , f o r example, by the lack o f
Plants in dense shadows. This g r o u p ' s program was based
Upon t h e e c o l o g i c a l concept o f i n t e r a c t i o n - here i t was
the i n t e r a c t i o n s o f p l a n t s , o f l i g h t , and o f shadows and
time t h a t formed the bas i s o f t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . . I t l ed to
another program on the e c o l o g i c a l i n t e r a c t i o n s o f animals
and natura} l i t t e r and o f an imats and rocks : j . e . the pro -
Sram was on animals and s h e l t e r and invo l ved the e s t a b l i s h -
ment and documentation o f compost heaps and animal gardens.

0 Then i t was planned t h a t another c lass was t o d e v e l -
f i P l a n t Community maps o f the nearby grounds. On t h e i r
i ? s t c lass t o the o u t - o f - d o o r s , the c h i l d r e n spoke o f

ineing roads, fences, te lephone pos ts , b u i l d i n g s and cars
the noo " park: t hey had t o be d i r e c t e d t o see and speak o f
Near ? 1 SOil and green p l a n t s a t t h e i r f e e t , the t rees
So pene fence and the slope o f the place where they s tood:
c h i y g r o r e any s i g n i f i c a n t f i e l d work could be d o n e , the
the ge ad to be taugh t t o see and thus t o d i f f e r e n t i a t e
of ¢ e r a l smear o f t h i n g s t h a t i s o f t e n a l l t h a t i s seen

natura l wor ld o u t - o f - d o o r s .
REMEMBER;

So. f o r example, t hey l e a r n t t h a t the s o - c a l l e d
"grass" on t h e i r p l a y i n g area was in f a c t composed o f many
v a s t l y d i f f e r e n t p l a n t s . ]

deve lop as t h e i r o b s e r v a t i o n sharpened: a p l a n t w i t h
s e r r a t e d l e a f margins became t h e i r ? i n - a n d - o u t p l a n t " ; a

p l a n t t h a t s u r p r i s e d one c h i l d by being spongy when p r e s s -
ed became t h e i r "spongy p l a n t " ; sometimes I chose t h e l a n -
guage and then we found a " d i s s e c t e d l e a f p l a n t ? . So the
v a r i a b i l i t y and s i m i l a r i t y in p l a n t s g r a d u a l l y became appa r -
e n t - t h i s was o u r f i r s t e c o l o g i c a l c o n c e p t . A f t e r t h i s ,
a r e a s o f t h e g r a s s e d f i e l d w e r e c h o s e n w h e r e t h e r e w e r e
l o t s o f a p a r t i c u l a r p l a n t w i t h w h i c h t h e c h i l d r e n had b e -
come f a m i l i a r . H e n c e , t h r o u g h t h e i r own e x p e r i e n c e s , t h e
c h i l d r e n w e r e l e d t o w a r d s t h e i r s e c o n d e c o l o g i c a l c o n c e p t ,
t h a t o f d o m i n a n c e . From t h e r e t h e y p r o g r e s s e d t o w a r d s t h e
r e l a t e d c o n c e p t o f g r o u p s o f p l a n t s l i v i n g t o g e t h e r and
t h u s f o r m i n g a c o m m u n i t y - t h e i r t h i r d e c o l o g i c a l c o n c e p t .

S o , a f t e r s i x weeks o f l o o k i n g , b e i n g , f e e l i n g ,
w a l k i n g , q u e s t i o n i n g , t h i n k i n g , d i s c u s s i n g a n d r e c o r d i n g
b o t h i n d o o r s and o u t - o f - d o o r s , s p e c i f i c c o m m u n i t y p l o t s
w e r e s t a k e d : t h e s e w e r e t h e n t o be w a t c h e d f o r t h e r e s t
o f t h e y e a r . C h a n g e s i n e a c h w e r e t o be d o c u m e n t e d w i t h
p e r m a n e n t r e c o r d s i n t h e c l a s s r o o m . H e n c e , t h e i r f o u r t h
e c o l o g i c a l c o n c e p t o f c h a n g e c o u l d be d e d u c e d .

I b e l i e v e t h a t o u r s o c i e t y n e e d s t o d e v e l o p u n d e r -
s t a n d i n g s a b o u t t h e w o r k i n g s o f n a t u r e ' s s y s t e m s a n d t h a t
t h e s e u n d e r s t a n d i n g s , and t h e s e a l o n e , m u s t f o r m t h e f o u n -
d a t i o n s t o n e s o f t h e e d i f i c e o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l e d u c a t i o n .
I b e l i e v e t h a t p u r e l y e m o t i v e a p p e a l s t o p r e s e r v e f o r e s t s
o r p i c k up l i t t e r d e n y o u r s t u d e n t s t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o
e v e r r a t i o n a l l y a s s e s s m a n ' s i m p a c t u p o n h i s e n v i r o n m e n t .
And i s n o t t h a t w h a t e n v i r o n m e n t a l e d u c a t i o n i s r e a l l y a i l
a b o u t ?
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ONCE UPON A TIME t h e a n i m a l s d e c i d e d t h e y m u s t d o s o m e t h i n g
d e c i s i v e t o m e e t t h e i n c r e a s i n g c o m p l e x i t y o f t h e i r s o c i e t y .
T h e y h e l d a m e e t i n g and f i n a l l y d e c i d e d t o o r g a n i s e a

s c h o o l . The a d o p t e d c u r r i c u l u m c o n s i s t e d o f r u n n i n g , c l i m b -
i n g , sw imming a n d f l y i n g . And s i n c e t h e s e w e r e t h e b a s i c
b e h a v i o u r s o f m o s t a n i m a l s , t h e y d e c i d e d t h a t a l l t h e s t u d -
e n t s s h o u l d t a k e a l l o f t h e s u b j e c t s .

The d u c k p r o v e d t o be e x c e l l e n t a t s w i m m i n g , b e t t e r i n f a c t
t h a n h i s t e a c h e r . He a l s o d i d w e l ] i n f l y i n g , b u t he
p r o v e d t o be v e r y p o o r i n r u n n i n g . S i n c e he was p o o r i n
t h i s s u b j e c t , he was made t o s t a y a f t e r s c h o o l t o p r a c t i s e
i t a n d even had t o d r o p s w i m m i n g i n o r d e r t o g e t m o r e t i m e
i n w h i c h t o p r a c t i s e r u n n i n g .

He was k e p t a t t h i s p o o r e s t s u b j e c t u n t i l h i s w e b f e e t w e r e
so b a d l y damaged t h a t he became o n l y a v e r a g e a t s w i m m i n g .
B u t a v e r a g e was a c c e p t a b l e i n t h e s c h o o l , s o n o b o d y w o r r i e d
a b o u t t h e d u c k .

T h e r a b b i t s t a r t e d a t t h e t o p o f t h e c l a s s i n r u n n i n g , b u t
f i n a l l y had a n e r v o u s b r e a k d o w n b e c a u s e o f so much m a k e - u p
t i m e i n s w i m m i n g - a s u b j e c t w h i c h he h a t e d .

T h e s q u i r r e l was e x c e l l e n t i n c l i m b i n g , u n t i l he d e v e l o p e d
p s y c h o l o g i c a l b t o c k i n g o w i n g t o f l y i n g c l a s s , w h e r e t h e
t e a c h e r s i n s i s t e d he s t a r t e d f r o m t h e g r o u n d i n s t e a d o f
f r o m t h e t r e e - t o p s . He was k e p t a t a t t e m p t i n g t o f l y u n t i l
he became m u s c l e b o u n d and o n l y g o t a C i n c l i m b i n g a n d a D
i n r u n n i n g .

The eagle was t h e s c h o o l ' s wors t d i s c i p l i n e problem f o r in
c l imb ing c l a s s he beat a l l o f t h e o the rs owing t o h i s i n -
s i s t e n c e on u s i n g h i s own m e t h o d o f g e t t i n g t o t h e t o p o f
t h e t r e e used f o r e x a m i n a t i o n p u r p o s e s i n t h i s s u b j e c t .

A t t h e end o f t h e y e a r , an e e l who c o u l d s w i m w e l l , r u n a

l i t t l e , and who had p a s s i n g g r a d e s i n c l i m b i n g and f l y i n g
r e c e i v e d t h e h i g h e s t a v e r a g e i n t h e s c h o o l a n d was made
v a l e d i c t o r i a n .

The gophers, o f c o u r s e , stayed out o f school and fough t the
tax l e v i e d f o r educa t i on , because d i g g i n g was n o t put on
the c u r r i c u l u m . They appren t i ced t h e i r c h i l d r e n to the
badger and l a t e r j o i n e d the ground hogs and s t a r t e d a p r i v -
ate schoo l .

P l a g t a r i z e d f r o m an unknowm source
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"A Journey o f a thousand mi les s t a r t s w i t h a s i n g l e step.? ' C h i n e s e P r o v e r b

T h e i r language n e c e s s a r i l y had to


