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MRS. ?-.1.ARY WHITEHOUSE, Founder ant.I Secretary of National 
V. A. L.A., and author of 1Who Does She Think She ls?', has been 
tremendously effective in articuli'tingth;~;n~;~-;~ra-;rsi;h-citi;~-; about the 
im.moral content o! television in Great Britain. As a result she is recognized as 
the 'consciehce of the B. B. C. ' and as an advisor' to the· Director .General of th~t 

_ authority. 1 So it was reported of her during her visit to the United States and 
Canada recently, when on a tour sponsored by the 'Citizens for Decent Literatt:re'. 

Though there is overwhelming evidence that a determined assattlt is being m1.de 
on our family life, moral standards and decency through public entertainment and the 
mass media, yet there seems to be a reluctance on the· part of govP.rn.,-:cnt, the 
media officials, and even in some church circles to affirm any absolute mc-.. ·cl code. 
Which explains why such organizations as S. T. 0 P. and National V. A. L. A have 
had to come into existence to help to maintain human dignity, the sanctity of -
marriage, the importance of the home and family in a Christian context, and to 
protect children and those who are weaker. morally or spiritually, than is no:.:-mal 
fo~ human beings to be. 

Mrs. Whitehouse soon discovered, when she started out to 'clean up T. V. 1 • 

that ·what happens on the stage, and in films, is inevitably reflected on t~!~viaion, 
just as the Director of S. T. 0. P. found that what gets past the censor under the 
guise of 'literary merit' very soon .finds its way into High School Libraries for study 
by our teenagers. Sa~•s Mrs. Whitehouse on p. 118 of her very informative book : 

"Jfl e have now reached the stage where almost anything goes on television so long 
as it is in the name of 'documentary', 'serious discussion or 'reality'." 

Is she shocked by total nudity on T. V, ? "Yes - by the insult that such explic• 
itness and crudity offers to the per:ionality 0£ the viewer .. " 11This approach to the 
viewer.,. implies a contempt for the viewer... viewers .. feel frustrated and 

• an~ered when they are treated as morons." "All of us have a right to our privacy, 
and I felt the showing of (nudity) is shocking in its violation and denial of this basic 
human right." Perhaps we in Australia should, like Mrs. Whitehou::e, ask the 
offending station:; 'When and on whose recommendations was the decision, if a_ny,. 
made to adopt as Station policy the showing of full frontal nudity?' 

Ch;.:pter 15 of her book is devoted to details of debates and speeches ai: schools 
and .Universities, ''I tell the children that ... the important thing is that, .. they 
d~cide., which values are important if the life of man, his dignity and his well being • 
are to be preserved; that they examine what impact a particular prog!"amme has 
upon their personal attitudes, and ask themselves what would be the effect, upon· 
society, if the views pllt across in any pa.rticular programme were generally accepted. 

"The Broadcasting Authorities are obliged 'not to take sides in matters o! pub­
lic· interest', and this makes a study 0£ the objectivity of broadcast~ng very worth­
while: Is the panel 1balanced'? .. , Is the Chairman impartial or does_ he thrqw in his 
own weight .. ? Has 'propaganda' become a feature of the drama department? Is it 
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:; right to present personal opinion in 'documentary' form? Do 
;: the children .. think indcpl;)ndently or 'conform' to a majority 

P ornography Join f :: view? Do they judge a programme merely in terms o what 
*** S.T.O.P. II 11 • h k ·t h 

11 
they persona y want to see, or ao t ey ta e m o account t e 

P for aper $l :: fact that TV is an all-p~rvading medium beaming programmes 
R eporting 11 

11 
into every type of home? Docs the medium destrov or e .... nhancc 

Extra -'-
(or more!) :: the quality of our culture, our community life, our level of S pecial _ __._.......,___ --

:: communication? ls the viewer ... given adequate channels for 
Snippets 
11,1111111111111111111 11111111111111111111 :: communication and, where necessary, redress? 11 

Quoting Paul: :: "How strange ~t. is ~hat t~ose_ who yell loudest in the 
'Let no man deceive you II cause of student participation will fight to the death any idea of 
by any means; for that :: public participation in a medium which has such a profound 
day shall not come, ex- :: effect upon all our lives. Could it be that they are very well 
there come a falling II prepared to support the status-quo when they feel they have it 

II • th b ? II 
away first. ' (Z Thes. 2. 3!! m e ag • 
1011111111111111111111111111111111111111111,, "Almost always the universities have wanted me to debate 

BE STILL :: Censorship, but I will not speak simply in its favour, only FOR 
'The wrath of man shall :: responsibility, and against the r~moval of all controls. 11 

praise Thee' :: "'OtlLg__ods and madmen can live without the law.,' said 
The rest 'shalt Thou II Aristotle, and since .. we ar~ certainly not gods and I trust we 

restrain, ' :: are not mad men , this is a reasonable proposition. The cen-
And out of earth's ;; sorship of fact, whether political or civil, is indefensible, and 

disasters 11 
11 I would defend everyone's right to express his ideas and exper­

Thou wilt bring eternal 
gain.... :: iences however turbulent or destructive these may be. The 

The One who rules the :: issue of 'control' arises at the point when these creative exer-
heavenly ho st s, :: cises, whether in the field of TV, literature, the stage, cine:rra. 

Holds all within His 
hand :: or photography, are offered for public presentation. I hope 

, II 

And none can say, 11 that Mr. Calder, who sees a censor und..:r every bed, will be 
'Wh?-t doest Thou? 1:: abl~ tonight to g1ve you his specific reasons for believing that 

Or can His arm 11 11 f f • 1· h d • d f • 1 withstand... 11 a orms o censorship should be abo 1s c , 1nstea o simp y 
The surgings of the :: adopting his usual technique of equating censorship with polit-

nations :: ical views we all deplore. 
~?-n but fulfil His will, ;: "The move towards total abolition of censorship has 
His own may dwell in 11 • • , £ t , 11 come not pr1mar1ly from the young, but from those who have 

per ec peace 11 - --------------

He's over all, 'Be s'ti11. •~~ somethin~_gain from a ch~~ of public attitudes and in the 
(Psalm 46.10) !! !_a~..:.. Motives may be personal - Aldous Huxley confessed .•. 

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 that the efforts of himself and his friends to normalise pcrver-
11 

'Observe and hear all II sion were motivated by the desire to make all men like them-
11 

these words which I II selves; they may be political, for pornography is an idealog-
command thee, that it :,• ical weapon - the soft, the in-turned, the indulgent will not 
may go well wi th th ee, :: fight on any level, while the corru.E_tad will sell not only them-
and with thy children .'.' 
after thee forever, when

11 
selves but their count~; and, most obviously, they inay be 

thou doest that whichls~~ financial. 
good 2.nd ri~ht in the 11 'But behind all the guile and, no doubt deliberately 
·-:-,--~~--- II 
sight ~£ the Lord God.' 11 created, confusion, lies a simple choice. It is between gen-

• • ****:-; ,7 uinc freedom and total licence, between cultural responsibility 
'• • iay up these My words:: and cultural anarchy. Public sex is a restriction of our pri­
in your heart a nd in y::,ur:: vatc freedom. Only the frustrated adolescent, or the impotent 
soul .. And ye shall teach" 
th t h "ld 1111 has any need for such exhibi.tionism. Most of us are nauseateu . em o your c 1 ren. . 11 

(Dcut.12. 28; 11.18, 19) '.', by it because it offends the personal privacy which is •• part of 
•l:**•l:* " the rights of the individual - we resist when this liberty is 

II 

11. 11 d h 1· b II curtailed . . man ot not 1 ve y U ------
br cad only. ,but by every

11 
• "The •·new libertarians I are, in fact, the new tyrants. 

word that proceedeth out" While they try to discredit with a yell of 'fascist' those who 
0f the mou!h o~ the Lord/I defend decency 2.nd culture, they themselves launch an as53.ult 
doth man live. 11 

*•::*** 1
.', upon the senses and freedom of the individual which is the 

'But thou shalt remem- '.'1 essence of the worst kind of dictatorship. 
ber the Lord thy God: ~~ "The greatest danger, particularly to the young, is that 
for it is He th~t giveth \\ we may come to accept as normal what is, in fact, cxccption­
t!:ce p'.:>wer to get wealth'n al c.nd vile. . . Mr. Calder said that •• 'books do not affect be-

(Deut. 8. 3, 18} ~•, haviour. '- Is Mr. Calder claiming that the Bible and 'Das Cap-
11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111

11 ital hava never affected behaviour? And there is humbug and 
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~crisy .. in the attitude of many of the anti-censorship brigade ~o. theq~~;ti:~ :'zvio'-.~ ·, 
f lence, - so often the people who rightly castigate the brutality of t~e:_:vieb_lam_W~r.,are,~j 
: found defending the sadistic in literature, films, stage and televisio~:·/ · . -· \v<i ha'.ve' . RJ 

ofte~ from the same source a denigration, a destruction, and indeed a_censorehip of t~e:J 
proven values which give us a ha.sis for judgement. . . the basic fight betw~':.~iS,Pgd ana 
evil which is the essence of drama - and of life - have been largely obliterated lrom-. 
contemporary art. In these respects we are a deprived society. 'Evil be thou my good' 
is the essence of 'Paradise Lost', not only in Milton's day but in our own. 

"Responsible control on every level is the only answer ... The creative growth of 
a society, as well as its stability depend upon the willingness of the individual to accept 
responsibility for his behaviour within that society." 

'FROM PROTEST TO PARTICIPATI~ (<llapter 19 of book under review): 
Like Mary Whitehouse and National VALA, the Director of S. T. O. P. also favours the 
move from protest to participation where the media are concerned. In line with this idea, 
? full submission by S. T. 0. P.was made on Z6th June, 197Z, to the Senate Standing Comm­
ittee on Television and Broad casting, to pre sent the viewpoint and recommendations of 
a large number of interested people in various parts of the Commonwealth, who are 
deeply concerned over the noticeable deterioration in content and standards of the meclil. 
It is in the mind that sins of action begin, and producers should be careful to see that 
the media reduce, rather than amplify, sins of the mind. To quote Mrs. Whitehouse : 

" •• because broadcasting has in the past made itself more available to the innovat­
ors and the revolutionaries, than to the traditionalists and the visionaries, then it must 
accept its share of responsibility for the anarchic and irreligious trends which now dis­
figure our community. There is now much talk of a •turn of the tide,' of a revolt 
against the 'new establishment, ' that product of the 'avant garde' of the sixties. Whether 
this becomes a reality will depend to a very great extent on whether the mass media will 
support and propagate the new mood with the same enthusiasm and dedication which it 
showed for the satirists and demolishers of the last decade. If it does not, then those 
who control the channels of communication will hold history, and progress, by the throat."' 

"It is not the pressure of public opinion for higher broadcasting standards which is 
the enemy of genuinely progressive broadcasting. • The real threat comes from those who 
resist .. public· pa~ticipation and ac~ountability." . Like Mris&.'Wihitehouse, S. T.O. P. 
also believes. that it wo°lild be a mistake to undereetinate either the measure of concenn 
felt by the 'public over mapy · of today's trends and policies. . or the amount of appreciat­
ion which undoubtedly exists for many ex~cellent programmes. The growing-public wish 
for a 'right of reply', and for redress and 'participation I remains unsatisfied. So far 
there appears to have been no productive outcome of S. T. O. P 1s T. V. ·and Radio ·sub­
mission, but as more individuals make their wishes known, through the Broadcasting 
Control Board, Melbourne, or through their Member of Parliament in Canberra, or to 
the A. B. C., the media may come to see that viewers do not all :£all int2.,~<:_!!_e_g~~2! 
'voyeur',_'avant_garde', or 'moron', nor do they all like the way.!_he on,!y~sdom' a 

_g_rowing child gains from today's film, T. V. or ~e...!~ng is_!!!£._~led_g~!_a V2_Y...e_E,!. 
2.~.'.P~lli!llL Tom' or sadil!!• Every parent, every teacher, every advertiser KNOWS 
and counts on the fact that example teaches, and that what is· seen and heard repeatedly 
indoctrinates and influences. The Media Minister (Senator McClellang}.J~ ... ointed out the 
~':!l_Bers of what television is tea~~.!_!:_h!,!2_~~• (C::-M. 18/8/73); in V~ctoria, Ju~g_E:._ 
~~~U~~E~l!B man who had been influenced by 'A Clockwork Orange had comnutt-
ed a ahockin_gya.2,e, adding- • • '.·. : _ _-~ . • 

i 'This picture has been described by judges throughout the English-speaking world 
as a cause tr~ring__youn_g men to commit acts of violence ••• 1 'This co?}-~~?!!~~!! 
E.~~!.~~ict!!i_g_v_!~~~L..!!E...e..t. sex and a!! the rest of it po~~~~2.~~~~.E•' 

Western civilization is destroying itself by its tolerance of sexual crimes and 
violence. '!!-.£~~~-~rime Commissioner~ Mr. W. D. C!.2.'!!!:.'t! (Austr?1ian, _16/8/73) 
stressed 11!!!!.E.ermissive attiJ.~-~~..!ll_e_~E,~!!9'-~52,!!l~judges, com~m~d .with the 
bad imbalance in the media's E!,_esentation of crime (both factuall.y an_d in fiction), has 
!,!lade crime_p3eventi.on an almost il!!F_ossible task for_y;>lice. 'It 1e clis.turbing that 
violent crimes in Victoria have increased 18% since 1972, while other crunes have 
a;;;eas-;d!~d-M;:-ci'owley, who also reported that the-hl~~;;J'"aElPJctio~f~o -
le~;in-~tertainment had a_ definite link with modern crime, and that Victoria's Faraday 
kid;;ripping, the ·Alice Springs hijack and Sydney's Qantas bomb hoax all~temmed £~!!1 
~~a~_.l?.l:!~~i in the offender's mind b_y films thE;X._had seen. 

YES, the minds o:£ our children .!!2 being· exploited for political and financial gain. 
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W c have become poor guardians of our children by ceasing to care enough to 
provide responsible censorship and control, thus a~ing them to be pressu12~ojJ_!l~ 
alien...£_atterns of behaviour to line the pockets of pornographers and to further tho 
~;~c of revolution by stealth. S~_yy Mrs. Whitehouse -

"Addiction to porn •• can so pre-occupy (people) as to change their attitudes to 
life. As their obsession grows, so they become less concerned with the great political 
and social questions of their day and consequently more ri.e.o !or dictators~£.· 11 

Walter Berns, a Professor of Po~tic_al E~onom_YL ~n his 'case.for ccnsorsh!J>! in 
Quadrant, 1971, also argues that obscenity 1s being used ma way which will overthrow 
law. He contends that censorship of such material is necessary for the survivill of 
domocra.cy : 11

.: ~~~.!~hiE,, because it i~h.ibits self-indul_gance and supl?2!.~J~c i~ 
~f.E.~.P!.~!Y-~j..:!!1.P!.'lP.!!...e.!'l!-E:2!.e_El,B_£_C>litical democrac_y: •• censorship also serves 
to protect art and thereby !_o_e~ance the 9..uali!y_of this democrac_y~" 

David Holbrook, in 'Sex and D~umanization', sees the need for legal constraint 
to safeguard our freedom bec~~s.=_oJ.!1:_e_~natical immoral~ whose aim is to destroy 
_!9~~: "T~ main~in our humanness, we must protect ourselves from tho;;;;ho, having 
failed to find their own humanness, seek to attack and diminish ours •. 11 

Ple~bert Marcuset Marxist_fE,2~,!~ of PhilosophY.? in ~An Essa_Y, on liberation•: 

"_!:,ibe~ion..!!_o~d mean subversion !.&_ainst the will and against the prevailing interest 
of the great ~.2.ti!Y. of_P.eoE!~• .. -- -------

" . ~~~!.~ Gi!_~di~s..z.~~1!8 of Porn 1
, founder of O1,I~.E~-~~.!~ bad this to say : 

It 1s a sign of evolution when a country discards censorship ••. The first phase is 
usually some historic trial against some publisher (who) wins ••• Films and other 
media follow ••• people start questioning .• everything from education to the structure of 
their society. You can see each phase following the next like a textbook quite predict­
ably. I can even assess how quickly it will happen by the population of a country. 11 

J. Facius, in 'The Little White Book', describes the trend in Denmark : 
11 Pjrnograpby is a vast industry •• :-it has been inflicted on (the Danes) ~a minori~ 
who, before anybody could realize what was going on, flooded Denmark with a tidal 
wave of filth,. But lust knows no bounds until it reaches the final destruction of human 
-9.~oi~ And when it's impossible to think of more methods of defiling man - these 
forces will throw off their mask •. Their ultimate effect is to defile holy things of God. 11 

• All censorship was removed in Denmark by a Conservative coalition Government 
which did so without any mandate f~l!!~':....E.82~• without any vote in Parliament. 

D~._!~~~~e§!. has noted that many of today's pornographic ~orks are 
serious philosophic anti-Christian statements, designed to motivate ~ople into smash­
!!i_g_ChristianitI,: The writers see pornography as the ultimate leap to freedom •• that 
pornography will provide a new golden age .. These people are in total des_p~~.!i-2!!.• ~~ 
.!_!:,_e_~tin_&. for our lives• If we love men; this is no age for a lack of coroprehe~s_!_~'I\.. 

Fortunately there are some in the M~vie world who do comprehend the dangers,. 
notably American comedian, .Jar!:Y_~ew~, with only •G• films in ~s family cinema.s, 
(C •M. 8/2/73), and American 1IT:m proaucer, Ross Hunter, who will only produce films 
for family viewing, (C-M. 4/8/73). Both those men clalm that people don't really think 
that sex is a spectator sport. It would seem there is a stronger case for saying, 
'Everybody's talldng about it', rather than 'Everybody's doing it. 

1 

Instead of rating films as so dange~oua that they require restrictions on their 
showing, let us have ratings which work on the principle that a seal of approval means 
that it is a quality production of such high standard that it can be recommended to all. 
R-ofessor R. Liebert of New York_Univer~ bas proved that TV agreesion and brutal­
ity c!oes corruE_t children, and says, '• .few problems seem more deserving of attmfi.cn.'· 

The answer to the question, 'What can I do? 1 , is 'Nothin&_unless you can.£~ 
suade ~out six million others tojoi~~~~-;;a e~e;;-a-;-olid m.2i£:!!Y. opinion. 

1 

S~ch-a move is urgent - it must begin somewhere - why not with YOU? Why not~~ 
S.T.O.P. and receive our literature? Write to P.O.Box 167, Lutw___yche, 4030. 
- 1 K«>mgs Ch. 21 un.derUnes.that ·we. as well.as Ahab, are res~on~ible !or the 
deeds of others - if it has been in our power to prevent them. Christians like Booth. 
Wilberforce and Shaftesbury, accepted their responsibility for injaetice, oppression 
and need. They saw it as their Chri~~an _duty ~ fig~t ~1 t~e evils w?re remov_ed. 
May we also be given by the Holy Spirit discerning ms1ght mto the mmd of Cbnst and 
wisdom regarding the plight of 9ur country lost in sin, so we may act in the power of 
His Name to overcome the evils of our time. 


